NEW CANAAN

Where Faith, Families & Friends Connect

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

Twenty-seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time (World Communion Sunday) ¢ October 4, 2026 ¢ 10:00am

178 OENOKE RIDGE, NEw CANAAN, CT 06840 ¢ 203-966-0002 « FPCNC.ORG

Grace and peace to you, and welcome!
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—
with whatever joys, questions, or tears you bring today—
as we worship God, who welcomes us all!

THE GATHERING

Prelude: Communion (from Triptyque)

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit
speaking through the music of the Prelude
as we prepare our hearts for worship.

*Call to Worship

Leader:  People will come from east and west,

All: from north and south,
Leader:  and will eat in the kingdom of God.
All: Thanks be to God for welcoming us to the table.

*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT.

Louis Vierne

Fell Herdeg



*Hymn No. 394: Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation Westminster Abbey
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Welcome and Announcements

Minute for Mission

Blessing for our Younger Disciples

The Rev. Scott Herr

Kimberly Spanier

Development Manager | The Diaper Bank of Connecticut

Leah Saulsberry

Following the children's message, children are invited to join Leah for Sunday School
or stay in Worship with their parents.

Call to Confession Fell Herdeg

Leader:  Sinisour stumbling block. Repentance clears the way to hear and receive God’s truth. Let us confess

our sins together.

Confession of Sin (unison) Fell Herdeg
Gracious God, we are indebted to you and your generosity. But we fail to live as good stewards of
all you have given us. We confiscate and consume far more than our fair share. We neglect the
poor and trap people in poverty, claiming that debt forgiveness is unfair. God, liberate us from
our spiritual and moral bondage. Free our world for Jubilee. Reorder our priorities so all your
nations and peoples may thrive...

(silence for further individual reflection and repentance...)
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Leader:  InJesus’ name we pray.
All: Amen.

Assurance of Pardon Fell Herdeg
Leader:  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. So, friends,
hear and believe the Good News:
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and made righteous. Amen.

Gloria Patri

Gloria Patri

Terence J. Flanagan
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*Passing of the Peace Fell Herdeg

Leader: InJohn 14:27, Jesus tells his disciples, “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not give
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” As we
have received the peace of Christ, let us share that peace with one another!

All: And also with you.

Leader:  Please share Christ’s peace with one another.

Congregation greets one another and shares the peace of Christ.

THE WORD

Prayer for illumination (unison) Fell Herdeg

Bless us, O God, with ears to hear your truth, vision to discern your path, and feet ready to move
into action, responding to your call. Inspire us as we hear your Word read and proclaimed. Amen.

First Lesson — Isaiah 5:1-7 Fell Herdeg

!Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a
very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watch-
tower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded
wild grapes. 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard. “What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When | expected
it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? >And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled
down. °l will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers
and thorns; | will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. ’For the vineyard of the
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Leader:
People:

LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected
justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson — Matthew 21:33-46 The Rev. Scott Herr

Minister:
All:

Sermon

33"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it,
dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another
country. 3*When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce.
35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent
other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 3’Finally he sent his son
to them, saying, "They will respect my son.' 3But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, "This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' 3°So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. *°Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what
will he do to those tenants?" “'They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death,
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time." *2Jesus
said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: "The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'? **Therefore | tell
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits
of the kingdom. %*The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone
on whom it falls." *When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that
he was speaking about them. #¢They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because
they regarded him as a prophet.

Holy wisdom, holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

A Strange Love Song The Rev. Scott Herr

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*Affirmation of Faith — Hymn No. 511: Come, Behold! The Feast of Heaven Llanfair
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Call for the Offering

Leader:
In gratitude to God, let us present our tithes and offerings.

Offertory Anthem: With a Voice of Singing

With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia.

Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.
The Lord hat delivered his people, Alleluia.
O be joyful in God, all ye lands,
O sing praises to the honour of his name,
make his praise to be glorious.

FPCNC Choir
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Fell Herdeg

We are inspired to be generous by a generous God. We are inspired to give by the greatest of givers.

Martin Shaw
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*Doxology (No. 606) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) The Rev. Scott Herr

Holy God, bless these gifts for your good use. May these tokens of our gratitude be of service in
liberating the poor, feeding the hungry, clothing and sheltering those struggling to survive. Use us
and our gifts to further Christ’s mission and ministry in a hurting world. Amen.

THE EUCHARIST

Invitation to The Lord’s Table The Rev. Scott Herr

Eucharistic Prayer
Minister: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Minister: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise...

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Words of Institution
Breaking the Bread and Sharing the Cup

Comminion Music: Esto les digo Kinley Lange
Esto les digo, si dos de ustedes se ponen,
en acuerdo aquien,

en la tierra para pedir algo en oracion, Where two or three
mi padre que estd en el cielo, are gathered

se lo dard porque donde dos o tres, in My name,

se reunen en mi nombre, there will | be also.

alli estoy yo, en medio de ellos.
FPCNC Choir

Prayer After Communion (unison)
Eternal God, we give you thanks for meeting us at this table and feeding us with your grace.
Having received the bread of life and the cup of salvation, strengthen us to become what we
have received: the body of Christ for the world. Send us out with grateful hearts, courageous
spirits, and lives shaped by your love, until all creation is gathered into the flourishing and
fullness of your peace; In Christ, with Christ, through Christ and for Christ we pray. Amen.
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*Hymn No. 548:

SENDING

May God Support You All Your Days

Dickinson College
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*Benediction
*Ringing of the Church Bell

Postlude:

Sine Nomine

The Rev. Scott Herr

John Weaver

We encourage you to stay for the musical conclusion of our Worship together.

CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274
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Join us in the Common Room after Worship
for a time of fellowship, coffee/tea and treats.
And help with our Diaper Bank of CT Service Project
to sort and count the diapers we’ve collected so far.

TODAY IN WORSHIP

Welcome to Worship with the First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan on this 27" Sunday of Ordinary Time,
also the Sunday when many churches celebrate World Communion! Today we will reflect on both the Isaiah and
Matthean passages and how God trusts us to be good stewards of our lives, our community, and our world. The
Kingdom of God is a much larger project than simply “doing church” and being religious; it is about producing
justice and righteousness that blesses all people. This is God’s desire for us. How then shall we live? We are glad
you are with us today and pray you will experience the grace of God’s welcome and be spiritually renewed and
socially reoriented for the week ahead.

Also today in Worship, we celebrate the Sacrament of Communion also known as the Eucharist, a commemoration
of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples. Our communion bread is gluten-free and the cup is grape juice so that all
who wish to partake of the Sacrament may do so. Notice today we honor World Communion shared by all Christian
faiths as represented by the various loaves of bread.

Kimberly Spanier — Development Manager | The Diaper Bank of Connecticut
Today we welcome Kimberly Spanier who will provide a Minute for Mission during
Worship about the Diaper Bank of CT and how the diapers that we’ve collected are
helping the community. Founded in 2004, The Diaper Bank of Connecticut (DBCT)'s
flagship diaper distribution program centralizes the fundraising and distribution of

» 4 free diapers to low-income families in Connecticut through existing service

providers, including hospitals, local food o

pantries, soup kitchens, childcare }% dIaPer

centers, social service agencies, and >

shelters. To date, the Diaper Bank of CT

has distributed close to 60 million free
diapers.

CHANGE FROM THE BOTTOM UP

Sunday School! Join us as we explore Bible stories and all our questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the
world around us. We will explore these themes through discussion, crafts, music, and other visual media. Children
begin Worship in the Sanctuary with their families then following the Blessing for Young Disciples, we move to our
Sunday School class upstairs in the Bliss House and then return to the Sanctuary towards the end of Worship.

If your child is participating in Sunday School, please fill out this very short form so that we have up-to-date family
contact numbers, and you can provide us with any information about your child that will help us minister to them:
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents

Adults or older teens who want to come be part of the fun of Sunday School, we need you! Join us and bring your
own sense of wonder and joy as we learn together what it means to be part of God’s big family. Let us know of
your interest by filling out this form: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25, or reach out to Leah
Saulsberry at leahs@fpcnc.org.
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TODAY IN WORSHIP (Cont'd)

Children are warmly welcome to stay in Worship! For
children who stay during Worship, the Pray-Ground can be
found in the area in front of the back pew bench. The Pray-
Ground is a designated place in the Sanctuary where young
children can experience Worship through age-appropriate
worship materials and tools that will help keep them
engaged in what is happening. We will continue to rotate
books and coloring materials on an ongoing basis. Although ~ G e
it can seem counter-intuitive to adults, children are often able to process what they hear more effectlvely when
they have something to do with their hands.

Any child worshipping in the Pray-Ground should bring their grown-up with them to the Pray-Ground. Including
young children in Worship can sometimes feel a little daunting, especially on days when they’re feeling a little extra
fidgety, but we don’t need to be discouraged from keeping children in the Sanctuary. There are many important
things that children learn while in Worship, even when we’re not sure if they’re paying attention.

Young children learn by observing the adults around them. Children acquire the “language” of worship by listening
to and observing the words the adults around them say, much like how they learn their native tongue. Quite simply,
children learn to worship by regularly being in Worship. So families with little ones should feel free to worship
together in the Pray-Ground!

FPCNC also offers childcare during our Sunday Service provided by Saturnina Greaves and Lizz Reyes from Wee
Care Nanny Agency. Our Nursery is located just off our Common Room vestibule down the long hall from the
Sanctuary and is available between the hours of 8:45—-11:30am. Parental and guardian sign-in is required and we
do ask that you pick up your child promptly after the Service.

Have a prayer request? Prayer Cards are located in the back of the church adjacent to the Sanctuary entrance.
Before Worship, please give the completed Prayer Card to either Scott or one of the Ushers. These requests will
be included in our Prayers of the People for that Sunday. You will have the option to exclude your prayer from the
communal prayer if you prefer. All prayers will be held and prayed over in confidence. Any questions or concerns,
please contact Scott (scott@fpcnc.org) or Wendy (wendy@fpcnc.org).

Cents-ability — The Cents-ability jar has a temporary location at the Welcome Table during
construction. Please drop your spare change into the jar either on the way to Coffee Hour or
whenever you’re at church. You can also take home a small cents-ability bank to collect change.
All change collected will be donated to the New Canaan Food Pantry. Thank you for your continued
support.
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ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC

This morning, our organ prelude is music complosed by Louis Vierne (1870-1937), a French organist and composer.
Louis was born nearly blind due to congenital cataracts. At age six, he underwent an iridectomy in both eyes and
was then able to distinguish shapes and people, and could read large letters. Vierne was accepted as a student at
Institut National des Jeunes Aveugles (National Institute for the Young Blind) in 1881. Franck recommended that
he study the organ, and Louis attended classes at the Paris Conservatoire. He was admitted as a full-time student
in 1890. When Franck died on 8 November 1890, Charles-Marie Widor succeeded him. Vierne became his Assistant
in the organ class and at Saint-Sulpice. He remained assistant to Widor in the organ class, and also to his successor
Alexandre Guilmant. On 21 May 1900, Vierne won the competition for the position of Titular Organist at Notre-
Dame de Paris. He held the post until his death in 1937. Vierne taught, as an assistant, at the Conservatoire for
nineteen years. Vierne taught at the Schola cantorum from 1912. He left the Schola cantorum for the César Franck
School in 1931.

Our offertory anthem is music composed by Martin Shaw (1875-1958), an English composer, conductor, and (in
his early life) theatre producer. His over 300 published works include songs, hymns, carols, oratorios, several
instrumental works, a congregational mass setting (the Anglican Folk Mass), and four operas including a ballad
opera. He studied under Charles Villiers Stanford at the Royal College of Music. He then embarked upon a career
as a theatrical producer, composer and conductor. He began his career as an Organist, serving at Emmanuel
Church, West Hampstead; and then took posts as Organist and Director of Music, first at St Mary's, Primrose Hill,
and later at St. Martin-in-the-Fields, London. He was also Master of Music at the Guildhouse, London.

During Communion, we hear music composed by Kinley Lange (b. 1950). As a composer and arranger, music for
choirs, sacred and secular, has been his primary work. Kinley studied music theory, composition, and Javanese
Gamelan at the University of Hawaii and undertook graduate studies in choral conducting at the University of
Texas, Austin. He now resides in rural Niedersachsen Germany.

Our organ postlude is music composed by my mentor, John Weaver (1937-2021). John earned his undergraduate
degree from the Curtis Institute of Music, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he was a student of Alexander
McCurdy. After two years in the Army as Organist and Choir Director of the Post Chapel at the United States Military
Academy at West Point, New York, he earned a Master of Sacred Music Degree from Union Theological Seminary,
New York, New York. John taught at Curtis, serving as Chair of the Organ Department between 1972 and 2003, and
also taught at Union Theological Seminary, Westminster Choir College, and the Manhattan School of Music. He
was Chair of the Organ Department of The Juilliard School from 1987 until 2004. In 1959 John was appointed
Organist and Choir Director for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, New York, New York. There, with his wife, Marianne,
they established the Bach Vespers series at Holy Trinity in 1968, the first series in the United States where Bach
cantatas were performed in liturgical context. John Weaver left Holy Trinity Church in 1970 to become Music
Director at Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, remaining until 2005. Among his many activities, he directed the
St. Andrew Chorale in major works with orchestra. Sine Nomine was commissioned by the Reuter Organ Company
for the organ dedication recital at Shadyside Presbyterian Church of Opus 2175, September 24, 1995. Dedicated to
Franklin Mitchell.
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TODAY

“What does the Lord require of you?” “...
THERE IS A PLACE FOR EVERYONE
AT CHRIST’S COMMUNION TABLE. to do justice and to love kindness and walk
humbly with your God.” — Micah 6:8
In the 8th century before Christ, the
humble prophet Micah was deeply in touch
with the plight of the people. He envisioned
a world where everyone would be free to WORLD COMMUNION
live into the fullness of the life God OFFERING
intended. Yet the society and the culture in Micah’s day did not match
his visions of God’s reign — there was no justice, kindness or humble
living.

The World Communion Offering is a new way for Presbyterians to “love kindness” expressed in action, often
involving mercy, faithfulness and steadfast commitment. Racial justice, gender justice, global witness, and
ecumenical and interfaith engagement are the important causes supported by this Offering. The prophet Micah is
clear: Our love of God moves us to faithful action through justice, kindness and humble living. Participating in the
Churchwide Special Offerings is one way Presbyterians show their love for God and help all God’s children live into
the fullness of Micah’s prophecy.

Loving kindness is one of the most beautiful threads woven throughout the Old Testament. Again and again,
we are reminded that the people we meet are not strangers or enemies but beloved children of God. The prophet
calls us to recognize the inherent worth of every person, to practice welcome and to make room at the table for
all God’s children. It means making sure there is a place for everyone at Christ’'s communion table, at the tables in
our homes, among our friends and families, and here in our life together as a church. Loving kindness is the work
of making sure every person is seen, every person knows they are loved by God, and every person has what they
need to flourish — because that is what God desires for all of us.

This year marks the first time congregations across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) are invited to receive
the World Communion Offering. Through this new Offering, we join with other congregations in supporting the
wider church in the work of racial justice, gender justice, peacemaking, global witness, and ecumenical and
interfaith relations.

We invite you to take part fully in this Special Offering, as together we celebrate what it means to belong
to a global, connected church shaped by God’s endless love. An envelope and literature for this Special Offering
are provided inside today’s bulletin and at the Usher’s table. Just hand the envelope to an Usher during today’s
Offering. Or you can pay via CC online via PayPal at www.fpcnc.org by clicking the DONATE button in top right
corner.

What does the
Lord require of you?

tolove
kindhess

Micah 6:8

WORLD COMMUNION
OFFERING
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THIS AFTERNOON

Before today’s Organ Dedicatory Recital at 3pm, listen to the NewCanaanite Podcast
between Michael Dinan and Terry Flanagan re: the refurbished Organ.
https://newcanaanite.com/podcast-refurbished-organ-at-first-presbyterian-church-15336202
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Darniel Frearre
Intrada

Commissioned work for this occasion

NMarcel _@Z%/‘é
Cortege et Litanie
Chartes-Marie Widor
Symphonie V; Op. 42, No. 1 Terence J. Flanagan
Director of Music & Fine Arts

Free Concert Courtesy of FPCNC Friends of Music

First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan

178 Oenoke Ridge - New Canaan CT 06840 - www.fpcnc.org

12|Page


https://newcanaanite.com/podcast-refurbished-organ-at-first-presbyterian-church-15336202

THIS WEEK @ FPC

Join the MEN’S GATHERING this Wednesday morning at 7:00
am via Zoom as Scott invites us to consider what Jesus means

’ when he says in Matthew 16:18, “And | tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock / will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it.” The first Epistle of Peter 2:5 also

invites us to “like living stones let yourselves be built into a
GATH ERING spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” We are
literally in the middle of a construction zone at FPCNC with
the accessibility ramp and ADA restroom project and renovating the front wall of our Sanctuary. This might be a
good time to reflect on what God is building in us. To prepare, consider the above verses, but also the questions:
In addition to our “four missional foundation pillars” (https://fpcnc.org/about-us/), what are some words that you
think either do or should typify our core values as a congregation? What’s our unique role in New Canaan? What
brings you back every Sunday? Why would a family or individual moving to town choose to join us? We will reflect
together on how God is constructing the church for today in and through us, and what it means for us to “let
ourselves be built into a spiritual house...” Get your Bible and morning beverage of choice and join us for a lively
conversation. All men are welcome andfeel free to invite any friends. Any questions, contact
Wendy wendy@fpcnc.org or Mark Magnusen mmagnusen@yahoo.com.

Wednesday Weekly Bible Studies, led by Darlene Harmon, has resumed and meets every Wednesday from
10:00am-11:30am. They are discussing Genesis. Please come at 9:45am to share a cup of tea/coffee and snack in
the Parlor/Library. We hope you can come join us! Everyone is invited!

SAVE THE DATE! Goodwill collection truck will be here on

o
Saturday, October 10 from 9:00am-1:00pm in the FPCNC parking GOOdWI II 9

lot. Bring donations of clothing, furniture, and household items in
WESTERN & NORTHERN

good condition. Receipts for tax purposes will be available. e
Goodwill Industries provides vocational services for people with CONNECTICUTE .
disabilities and special needs. (The Goodwill truck will be here

again on November 14 for the last Saturday of the Season.

Collections resume on April 10, 2027.)
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NEXT SUNDAY

Sunday Service October 11th, 10 am
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LOOKING AHEAD

Want to get Involved???

Volunteer Opportunity Week Two:

Sunday, Oct 11th:

STE,
Bt
B Undies £

LN o

NEW Underwear Drive for the Panty Project
Bring any NEW women’s, men’s, or children’s underwear for the Panty

Project, any size or quantity, to add to the collection boxes at the back of the
Sanctuary.

Upcoming Opportunities:

Week Three - Sunday, Oct 18th: Week Four - Sunday, Oct 25th:

Bring NEW toiletries Bring new & lightly
and personal care used coats drive for
items for the New Bridgeport Rescue
Covenant Center Mission

focused on
COVENANT et pln O HE e
CENTER | for abetter life s o R L
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B B FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

NEW CANAAN

Mission
4 S diaper DIAPERS AND BABY
ocr 27 "M FORMULA DRIVE
11 g‘:;;fa NEW/UNUSED UNDERWEAR
SE W & DRIVE (ALL SIZES/GENDER)
18 ...xw---_ NEW/UNUSED TOILETRIES
ocT CENTER | fora better life DRIVE
25 (5 Bmiegerony NEW/LIGHTLY USED COAT
oct = SEEEERY DRIVE

Get Involved — Donate!

More Info call us at 203-966-0002 ext 1
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MISSION AND OUTREACH UPDATE

October is Mission Month!
Sunday, October 4th — Diapers and Baby Formula Drive for the Diaper Bank of CT
Kimberly Spanier, Development Manager of The

Diaper Bank of Connecticut, will speak to the : =
congregation about the Diaper Banks’ mission and q d I a er
needs. Then she will lead volunteers to sort and Be

organize the donated items during Coffee Hour in

the Common Room. Come and help sort diapers.

Donations can be dropped off into the boxes in the

church Narthex anytime until Sunday, October 4.

Thank you to all those that have already donated.
Sunday, October 11th — Kids and Adult Underwear Drive for The Panty Project
Sunday, October 18th — Toiletries Drive for the New Covenant Center
Sunday, October 25th — New & Lightly Used Coats Drive for Bridgeport Rescue Mission

CHANGE FROM THE BOTTOM UP

Please contribute generously!

New Covenant Center (NCC)
Thank you all who volunteered to Shop, Cook or Serve for this Fall ‘
season! Please note that NCC has a new location in Stamford, their :
new address is 507 Shippan Ave. Our final 2026 NCC dinner for this
season is on Saturday, Nov 7th and the spots filled.

Mark your calendars and signup early for next year’s NCC dinners on
the following Spring Saturdays; March 6th, April 3rd and May 1st.

Sign up via SignUp Genius here:
www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-newcovenant or
contact Steve Van de Graaf (stevevdg01@gmail.com) or Wendy in the
church office.
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SPECIAL CHURCH @ FPC

A Place of Grace - Special Church - A
Seeking Volunteers

Special Church was founded in 1986
by parents seeking a religious
experience meaningful to their
special needs children. It truly is a
place of grace! Our banner in the
Common Room describes our
church perfectly!

Faith ¢~ Fellowship <~ Fun

We invite you to consider joining us in this wonderful weekly experience. We meet each week on Thursdays from
3:30-5pm beginning our gathering with Words of the Week. Each one of our participants has their own Words Book
and one member gets a chance to be our reader each week whether they can read or not. After the reading we
embellish the page with a sticker (sometimes many!) that relates to our topic.

The second segment varies. We create art and are reassured that there are no mistakes in art! Some weeks we
perform acts of kindness and other weeks we have a celebration! A few acts of kindness projects we do each year
are creating Valentines Day Cards for the home bound and those in assisted living (including some FPC
members). We also make cards for Veterans Day to thank those who served our country in the military as well as
making thank you cards for the organization Honor Flights for those who served in wartime.

During our final half hour we sing with exuberance, play instruments and sometimes even dance. Our crafts are
fun, but the singing is especially full of happy faces and voices that fill our hearts. Every soul responds to music,
and we fill the room with a joyful noise! We are so fortunate to have Matt Hennessy, a board-certified music
therapist from RhythmHearts Creative Arts Therapy, leading us each week. Our gathering ends with singing our “5
o’clock song” to help close the program.

Our participants are happy to come together each week to share each other’s company and to see one another as
well. The space we have shared at First Presbyterian Church for 40 years is perfect and the time we share is short
but so meaningful. Our volunteers Kate, Scottie and Nancy have been leading Special Church for many years. Nancy
heard about Special Church in 2003 shortly after the passing of her special needs sister-in-law. She was invited to
visit, went once and she’s still here! Kate has been volunteering for almost 10 years since she retired, and before
that, was grateful to have an employer who allowed her one day a month to volunteer alongside Nancy. This one
day a month has been joyful, and Kate has treasured the time to live joyfully in their world for an hour and a
half. This time with the group is fun, caring, nurturing and kind. We've shared hugs, laughter and sometimes
tears. Kate is grateful to be a small part of the 40-year history of Special Church and she hopes we can bring in
some new volunteers who can share our joy and keep it going! And Scottie shared that Special Church is a special
place and time for her to find God's Love and Peace in her busy life. Scottie is thankful every week that Nancy led
her to this wonderful group and community. This group is a blessing and Scottie is so joyful to share and glad to
invite others to participate.

Our members are not defined by their special needs but rather by the kind and loving people that they are. They
all have a special place in our hearts.
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SPECIAL CHURCH @ FPC (Cont'd)

We hope that this message has peaked your interest, or even better, touched you in some way. We are actively
seeking additional volunteers, and we are hoping that you will consider joining us. Please contact Wendy Starr in
the church office and she will put you in touch with us. We look forward to meeting you and having any of you join
us on one or multiple Thursdays.

Peace and joy to all!
Love, Kate, Scottie and Nancy

EDITOR’S NOTES

Dear FPCNC family,

Thank you for the prayers, the heartfelt cards, the delicious food deliveries and so much more. Whenever | felt in
the doldrums — someone would call, send a card or even have Chinese food delivered! I've always remembered
the words from Mary and Scott — | am never alone. FPCNC you are wonderful people! Thank you again from the
bottom of my heart. And a special Thank You to the FPCNC Deacons for taking care of all the details.

Love,

Becky Roth

Dear Friends,

| write to express my deep appreciation for the amazingly generous gift you gave me last Sunday. Scott’s kind
words, the beautiful flowers, your ovation and the surprising check left me speechless. Even now, | find myself
searching for words to express my gratitude, but as | do, | find that it is my gratitude for your friendship and the
ways you have welcomed me into your lives that is greatest. Your generosity has been shown to me, not only
financially, but personally. Both Armin and | have been moved by the ways that you have made us a part of this
community of faith. When | retired the first time, | never thought | would experience again the love of a
congregation. You proved me wrong. So | thank you and | thank God for you, and pray that God will continue to
watch over and bless you each one.

Peace,

Mary

Youth Service Project:
Our September service projects were a huge
success! Thank you for your contributions to
the Blythedale Children's Hospital food pantry
this past Sunday. This program provides
inpatient families with bedside snacks and
microwaveable meals and allows social
workers to send food home to our day program
families in the community with limited
resources. | am so thankful for your support in
keeping our pantry stocked so our families can
focus on what's most important: their child's |
recovery.

Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director
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EDITOR’S NOTES (Cont’d)

FPC Accessibility Project Update:
Work is well underway on the new Accessible Ramp and Restroom. You will notice the courtyard between the
Kitchen and the Sanctuary Hallway is currently a construction site. The new foundation, ramp and floor are in place
and the walls awent up last week — see the progress in below photos. When completed later this Fall, we will have
a new and much more accessible path from the Sanctuary Hallway to
the Common Room.

Please note that while the accessibility project construction is in
progress exclusive use of the back driveway (by the Memorial Garden
and Columbarium) via the NC Nature Center driveway has been
promised to Turner Construction until further notice. Please avoid use
of the rear driveway for parking or building access. To access the
Memorial Garden or Columbarium, please park in the Visitors parking
spaces on the circular driveway or the large parking lot. You can then
walk around to the back by way of the sidewalk to the left of the
Sanctuary doors. We apologize for any inconvenience this might
cause. Any questions or concerns, please contact Wendy in the church
office.
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EDITOR’S NOTES (Cont’d)

Lost and Found

Corded Earbuds found in FPC Parking Lot after Worship on Sunday,

September 27. If they are yours, please contact Wendy in the church
office.

Sunday School Mascots

Leah and the Sunday School room have adopted a Beta Fish, named Passion Fruit and a frog, named Chilito from
Leah’s friend Karen. Can you spot them both in the below photos?
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COMMUNITY

Behavioral Health
ALLIANCE

NEW CANAAN

COMMUNITY
HEALTH &
WELL-BEING
SURVEY

Two years ago, 1,490 of you took the survey.
45+ organizations came together to build
responsive programs.

Now, did we close those
gaps? Only you can tell us.

Take 5-Minute Survey Today!

newcanaanbha.org

Your Voice, Again: The Community Health & Well-being Survey
As proud members of the New Canaan Behavioral Health Alliance, a coalition of more than 45 local organizations,
we are supporting the return of the Community Health & Well-Being Survey, open October 1 to 31.

The first round, in October 2024, drew 1,490 responses from roughly 10.5 percent of New Canaan adults. It found
that 47 percent of residents were unsure or unaware of where to seek help for a mental health issue, and that one
in three parents did not know where to turn if their child was struggling. In response, Survey Response Grants to
six local initiatives, funding workshops and mindfulness circles for parents and free support groups for residents
raising children while caring for aging parents. The Alliance also formed a standing work group to help residents
find the help that already exists here. This second round is the one that can show what has changed.

The survey is anonymous, takes 5 to 10 minutes, and is open to all New Canaan residents 18 and older and parents
of students in New Canaan schools. Every adult in a household is encouraged to respond separately, and parents
with children at home will be asked a few additional questions about their children's health and well-being. Take
it at www.newcanaanbha.org, or pick up a paper copy throughout October at the New Canaan Library, New
Canaan YMCA, Lapham Center or Walter Stewart's. Results will be posted at www.newcanaanbha.org and shared
at public events. Every voice counts!
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COMMUNITY (Cont’d)

The Bard at Bristow — An Immersive Stroll Returns!
Presented in association with the New
Canaan Land Trust, New Canaan Conservancy,
Bristow Bird Sanctuary and the Town of New
Canaan Sunday, October 4 and 11. Bristow
Bird Sanctuary, Mead Park New Canaan, CT

Immerse yourself in William Shakespeare’s
timeless tales on a scenic stroll through
Bristow Bird Sanctuary. Professional actors
and musicians bring to life beloved popular |
scenes and songs inspired by Shakespeare’s : S A N OF NEW CANAAN

greatest works. Visitors may encounter the e W™ - URITE(E LR (U [€0]{d k
romance of Romeo & Juliet, the whimsy of A Mldsummer Night’s Dream, the magic of The Tempest, and the dark
intrigue of Macbeth—complete with witches and sword fights—along with sonnets, madrigals, and more. Join us
on a journey through nature and story.

This is an outdoor promenade-style experience where audience members are led down walking trails and
encounter various Shakespearean vignettes. The total distance is less than a mile on a smooth gravel path with
light gradation. The full experience is ADA accessible.

Groups of 15-20 will depart every 15 minutes from 11:00 AM—-3:00 PM for a 45-50 minute experience. Tickets
Limited! All ages welcome. Tickets and more info: www.stonc.org

R A M @ s 5 ' RUTH STEINKRAUS-COHEN

[CEOSUENECSISIS| L
foundation, inc. THE MADDOX LAW FIRM, LLC

presents ...
RAM Council Trivia Night! The United Nations’ Path Forward

HIGH SCHOOL TEENS 9TH-12TH & ADULTS in a World in Crisis

_ _ Guest Speaker:
TEENS TEAMS.OF.4 / ADULTS - TEAMS OF 4 WILLIAM DAVIS
Topics include: UN SECRETARY-GENERALS REPRESENTATIVE IN WASHINGTON D.C.

o HISTORY

L] MUSIC Tuosday,(;%;bpe&lb,m E- b E

e MIOVIES / TV Trefz Forum,aslh-a Wastport Library E%_‘ :

20 Jesup Green, Westport, CT
o SCIENCES QRA willfollow.
Reception with Mr. Davis

from 6:00 to 6:45 PM.
® SPORTS Rofroshments willbasorved,  SCAN OR GODE T0 REGISTER
e NEW CANAAN/CT FACTS
izea!
(pn'm' Join us to celebrate United Nations Day at the annual Ruth Steinkraus-Cohen Memorial Lecture, led by
H . o William Davis, the Director of the United Nations Information Center (UNIC) in Washington, D.C.,
Frlday, OCt. 2, 2026 7 .00 p. m. - 9 .00 p .m. where he represents the UN Secretary-General and Secretariat to U.S. policymakers,
- civil society, media, and the broader public.
New Canaan High School Wagner Room
Adults - $25, Teens - $15 et e e e e
5 3 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHWESTERN CONNECTICUT IN HONOR OF ITS FOUNDER, RUTH STEINKRAUS-COHEN.
fippelizers and Desserts provided

"Dovs of Peace” scul ‘Anne Mimi Sammis, gif
BEYUNA'USA  naswer, e e o
() org

ST — for her kindnessto the United Nations commusity.

REGISTER HERE: https://forms.gle/cRdxtrtRdX48ryDi9

Questions: Joyce Sixsmith, President, at joyce.sixsmith@gmail.com
*Ram Council Foundation, Inc. (New Canaan substance-free teens): ramcouncil.org
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COMMUNITY (Cont’d)

New Fund Launched to Support Domestic
Violence Survivors

NEW CANAAN
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

In response to the recent increase in domestic violence incidents, the New
Canaan Abuse Prevention Partnership, in collaboration with the New Canaan
Community Foundation and local service partners, has announced the creation of
a new fund to help New Canaan survivors of domestic violence address urgent
practical needs as they work toward safety, stability, and independence.

The DV Survivor Support Fund will help cover essential costs like safe housing,
basic needs, and childcare, working alongside trusted referral partners including
New Canaan Human Services and the Domestic Violence Crisis Center.

"This new fund is similar to The Touch A Life Fund, which has a long track record
of providing emergency financial assistance for New Canaan residents, but is
tailored to respond to the specific needs of families experiencing violence."

Lauren Patterson, President and CEO, NCCF

Support the Fund

Read more in the New Canaanite —

If you or someone you know needs support, the Domestic Violence Crisis Center's 24-hour
hotline is available at 203-588-9097, and the Connecticut statewide hotline, Safe Connect, at
888-774-2900. Anyone in immediate danger should call 911.

October

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

Confidential, safe, & free services
are available 24/7 in Connecticut

888.774.2900 (English) | 844.831.9200 (Espaiiol)

cca|bDVv

Georgette Bennett

Founder and President, Tanenbaum Center for
Interreligious Understanding
will deliver the inaugural

Bartlett Lecture on Moral Courage

Thursday, October 29th
7:00 PM
New Canaan Library

From her arrival in the U.S. as a stateless refugee to
her mobilization of over $700 million of humanitarian
aid through the Golan Heights to benefit more than
4 million Syrian war victims, Bennett has been a
tireless, impactful, and inspirational leader who
personifies hope, courage, and tenacity.

DONATE DVVC Fund: https://godonate.akoyago.com/newcanaancf/fund/dv-survivor-support-fund
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COMMUNITY (Cont’d)

far

Waveny Lifecare Network’s

NAVIGATOR SAVE THE NUMBER

Alzheimer’s and Dementia at Home for New Canaan s AVE A LI F E 988
CALL OR TEXT 988 i

Providing support and guidance
to those impacted by Alzheimer’s

and dementia in New Canaan

A5 Commaminsions Cgibnrink Save the number, save a life. Add the
988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline (988) to
your phone now—it could save a life
later. Trained crisis counselors are
available to talk 24/7/365.

e 24/7 access to dedicated Alzheimer’s and
dementia specialists

* Complimentary grant-based program

* Exclusive respite apartment

* Exclusive social model adult day programming

* Expedited access to Waveny’s continuum

NEW CANAAN

* Access to trusted resources outside of Waveny

*  Wellness checks and safety assessments Be h aVi O ra | H ea | th

* Education on disease progression and healthcare

resources available ALLIANCE

* Assistance with insurance and public benefits

Connlinaiinn s atbwmpenans i Finding the right behavioral health support for yourself, family member
. rdi no nce car nnin:
. P & or a friend can feel overwhelming. The New Canaan Behavioral Health

Giscge:plmntog Alliance (NCBHA) is excited to announce the launch of its website. New
* Emotional support Canaan Human Services, NCCF and Silver Hill Hospital have partnered
* Alzheimer’s and dementia caregiver support with over 30 local agencies and organizations to encourage, develop and
group support a greater community awareness of behavioral health issues and

resources in our area. To talk directly to someone that can help navigate
available resources, or just to see what behavioral health events are
happening around the area, visit www.newcanaanbha.org.

* Dedicated mobile app

Contact us for a consultation

Phone: 203-594-5289

Email: Navigator@waveny.org

In collaboration with

Q NEW CANAAN
‘?\ ‘COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION
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PRAYERS AND CONCERNS

Please keep the following people in your hearts.
New prayers and concerns: Prayers of healing for Anna Mae Bondor

Continued prayers and concerns: Alison Bell (50-yr old disabled since birth) suffering for the past seven months
from an undiagnosed and increasingly painful stomach ailment; Judy Bentley; Chris Carlucci in the final stages of a
20-year battle with an incurable immune disorder; Cody (friend of Mary Ann Meils’ son); for family of Mary Dillon
(Barbara Wentzel’s sister) who died September 13; Betty Drew (Sue Dishart’s mother); Kristen Englund recovering
from transplant surgery; John Florio (Nik Brannan’s Grandfather, Mary Jane Brannan’s father); Nick Guthrie; Chris
Harris (Dede Trefts' lifelong and beloved friend) is in the last stage of a very long battle with cancer; Nate Heide
(Natasha Moore’s niece’s fiancé) has germ cell cancer and currently undergoing chemotherapy; Dan Hodges; for
Beth and Phil Hunter (California friends of Denise and Jim Riehl) who are dealing with an unexpected health
diagnosis; David Johnson (Elsbeth Johnson’s son); Denise Lynch; Josephine Markell (Jim Riehl’s 106-year-old aunt);
for the family of Julia Paige Martocchio, age 31, who died on September 22 (Julia attended Special Church here at
FPC for many years); Marlene Powers; John Robinson (Darlene Harmon’s brother) who has lung cancer; the Sands
Family (friends of Charlie and Sarah Robinson) as two of their family members are presently battling potentially
life ending diseases (glioblastoma and dementia & kidney failure, respectively); Holly Schmidt (friends of Linda/Paul
Martin) as she was recently diagnosed with cancer and is undergoing treatment; for the Schmidt family (longtime
friends of Linda/Paul Martin) as Marty Schmidt died Saturday, September 5; Ken Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-
Ziance's brother); J. Stuart Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance's father); Courtney Brown Wentzel (daughter-in-
law of Barbara Wentzel);

We continue to pray for the families and friends of the victims who have been affected by gun violence.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is our presence around the world when disasters happen. Through them we are
on the ground around the world, responding to the enormous needs following wildfires, hurricanes and
earthquakes and during war. PDA Giving: https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give

GROW IN FAITH

" " SILVER HILL HOSPITAL If you know of someone in urgent need of mental
health support, please remember the resource that our town has in the New Canaan Urgent Assessment
Program. The town, in partnership with Silver Hill Hospital, is prepared to offer psychiatric assessment and tailored
referral for ongoing care. The Program serves children, teens and adults who are New Canaan residents free of
charge. To schedule an intake call, email NCUA@silverhillhospital.org or call Silver Hill Hospital admissions at 1-
866-542-4455 and indicate that you are asking about the New Canaan Urgent Assessment Program. For more
details use this link: https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/

Pastoral Care Team:
Do you know of someone who might appreciate a phone call or visit, someone who is il
lonely or mourning? Our congregation has a team of people who are ready to reach out S"B""E compas5|on~r

generosny \
to church members of all ages who are facing a life crisis. They may be in declining === forgiveness COUrages.

health, shut-ins, living in a care facility, grieving, or struggling with a significant change m,'[.magsemhﬂeﬂess 1
in their circumstances. Our Pastoral Care Team, made up of Ferial Aldag, Peg Bull, 'me'ﬁ!wO%SHIE{”:“““'P
Debera Prosek, Ellen Sisson, The Rev. Mary Thies and Barbara Wentzel, is ready to Q“Jgﬁhfluﬁgss

fovgne'mssy -
(]

provide pastoral care to church members who are dealing with such a situation. If you
know of someone who could benefit from this ministry or if you have questions about
the work of the team, please call the church office 203-966-0002 (ext 1).
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of NEW CANAAN

CALENDAR - UPCOMING WEEK

SUNDAY, October 4

THURSDAY, October 8

9am Music Rehearsals 3:30 pm  Special Church

10 am Worship Service 7 pm FPC Choir Rehearsal
11:30am  Coffee Houfr & Dlaper_ Bank of CT Project FRIDAY, October 9

3pm Organ Dedicatory Recital (Sanctuary)

MONDAY, October5

4-6:30 pm  Performing Arts Conservatory
7 pm Deacon Meeting (Zoom)
7 pm Purple Heather Dancers

TUESDAY, October 6
9:30, 10:30, 11:30 Jumpin’ Jams (Lawn)

10:30 am  Staff Leadership Meeting
3:30-5 pm Performing Arts Conservatory
8 pm Men’s A.A. Group (closed)

WEDNESDAY, October 7

7 am Men’s Gathering (Zoom)

10 am Weekly Bible Studies (Parlor)

1pm Pastoral Care Team Meeting (Parlor)
2-9 pm Wilton Studios—Music Lessons

4:30 pm FPC English Handbells Rehearsal

6:45-8 pm Performing Arts Conservatory

9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 3:30, 4:30 Jumpin’ Jams (Lawn)
2-9 pm Wilton Studios—Music Lessons

SATURDAY, October 10

9 am—1 pm Goodwill Truck (FPC Parking Lot)
9:15am  A.A. Group (closed)

10:30am A.A. Group (open)

2-5pm Wilton Studios—Music Lessons

SUNDAY, October 11

9 am Music Rehearsals

10 am Worship Service & Blessing of Animals
11:30 am Coffee Hour

CALENDAR - OCTOBER thru NOVEMBER

Monday, October 12

Tuesday, October 13, 7pm
Saturday, October 17, 8:30am
Sunday, October 18, 10am
Wednesday, October 21, 7am
Wednesday, October 21, 7pm
Sunday, October 25, 10am
Sunday, November 1, 10am
Wednesday, November 4, 1pm
Thursday, November 5, 3pm
Friday, November 6, 7pm
Saturday, November 7, 2-6pm
Tuesday, November 10, 7pm
Sunday, November 15, 11:30am
Wednesday, November 18, 7pm

OFFICE CLOSED — Indigenous Peoples’ Day
Session Meeting (6:30pm dinner)

NCHS Football Team Prayer (Sanctuary)
Elder/Deacons Installation/Ordination

Men’s Gathering (Zoom)

Open Mic Night (Common Room)

Cantata 80 (with Music themed Reception @ 11:30am)
All Saints’ Day

Pastoral Care Team Meeting (Parlor)

NC Chamber Music Concert @ FPC (Sanctuary)
NC Chamber Music Concert @ FPC (Sanctuary)
New Covenant Center (Prepare and Serve Meals)
Session Meeting (6:30pm dinner)

Coffee Concert — Dvorak’s Ten Biblical Songs
Open Mic Night (Common Room)
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THOSE PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:

The First Presbyterian Church Choir with:

Lisa Flanagan — soprano, Jamie Ratcliffe — alto, Nikolas Brannan —tenor, Daniel McNickle — bass

Greeter: Ferial Aldag
Lay Reader: Fell Herdeg
Ushers: Tom Emmons and Jennifer Van de Graaf
Communion Preparer: Mary Lee Lesko

Communion Servers: Tom Butterworth, Chris Cluett and Fell Herdeg

MINISTERS
The Entire Congregation

OUR PASTOR
The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor

OUR STAFF
Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts ¢ Jim Riehl, Business Administrator
Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director ¢ Wendy Starr, Office Manager
Emily Johnson, Communications Assistant e Kate and Matt Ziance, Operations Managers
Terence D. Flanagan, Sunday Audio Technician

2026-2027 SESSION ELDERS AND DEACONS
SESSION ELDERS
Bob Spangler (Clerk) ® Barb Achenbaum ¢ Tom Butterworth e Jim Ely e Terence D. Flanagan (Youth)
Angela Johnson ¢ Nancy LaBadie ¢ Janet Lanaway e Jan Lucie ® Mark Magnusen ¢ Bonnie Peterson
Mike Peterson e Steve Van de Graaf e Patty von Jena e Stephan von Jena

DEACONS
Debera Prosek (Moderator) e Ferial Aldag ® Sue Benko e Carole Clarkson e Chris Cluett ® Sue Dishart ¢ Kathy Edwards
Lisa Flanagan e Julie Fowler ® Thomas Godina (Youth) e Victoria Mezo ¢ Jo Ann Nerenburg e Sherry Tate

SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday

Follow us on Facebook and DONATE: FPC YouTube Channel:

Instagram: = =
® 0 T £ Youlube
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