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	 From the moment our beautiful New Canaan mid-century modern 
Sanctuary was envisioned, it was clear that including a magnificent 
pipe organ was a must. This note is from the Minutes of Meeting of the 
Building Committee – Music Group on February 15, 1966: “The organ 
should be designed and built as an integral part of the architecture of 
the church. Good acoustics – obviously of paramount importance. 
Consideration of organ design must therefore begin soon enough to 
be in concert with building design right from the start.”  
	 In March of 1966, Dr. 
Robert S. Baker, then Dean of 
the School of Sacred Music of 
Union Theological Seminary, 
NYC, was chosen to design 
the new instrument. In 
September of 1966, the 
Aeol ian-Skinner Organ 
Company was tasked with 
building the wonderful pipe 
organ that we still enjoy today. 
Ranger Farrell and Associates – Consultants were chosen to help with 
our Sanctuary’s acoustics. 
	 The pipe organ was given by Authur K. Watson and Jane Watson 
Irwin in memory of their parents Mr. Thomas J. Watson Sr. and Mrs. 
Jeannette Kittredge Watson. The new Sanctuary was dedicated on 
Tuesday, November 24, 1970 at 8:30 PM and the Pipe Organ 
Dedication Recital was on March 11, 1971, at 8:30 PM, by Dr. Robert S. 
Baker. Mr. Douglas Pennoyer was contracted to maintain the new 
instrument. 
	 In 1992 the Wick’s Organ Company was contracted to renovate the 
instrument. Mechanical upgrades were made along with some 
restoration work. 

History of the Organ

The original organ console
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	 In 1999, Goulding and 
Wood was contracted to 
carry out further work on 
the instrument. Mechanical 
improvements were made, 
and extensive tonal work 
took place, including the 
addition of several new 
ranks of pipes. 

	 In 2022, it was found that 
the leather and felt used on the organ’s flute pipes had greatly 
deteriorated. Due to this fact and the resulting difficulty it created in 
keeping these pipes in tune, a project to restore the pipes took place. 
Austin Organs Inc. in Hartford, CT refurbished these pipes. 
	 During the summer of 2024, it 
was obvious that our original Aeolian-
Skinner console was failing and could 
not be repaired to work reliably. 
Terence J. Flanagan designed a new 
console and four companies were 
asked to submit bids for this work – 
along with modest tonal additions. 
Austin Organs, Inc. was chosen to 
carry out the work. The main reservoir 
was re-leathered and re-installed over 
the summer of 2025; and the new 
console, pedal 32’ reed pipes and 
chimes were installed in 2026. 
	 A. Thompson-Allen Company has lovingly maintained the 
instrument from 2002 to present day.

History of the Organ, continued…

The organ, prior to the 2026 additions

Original and new builder name plates
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1956: 	 Emilio Knechtle, Church Elder 
	 in the old Masonic Hall on an upright piano 

1957: 	 Richard Schaffer, Organist 
	 the church’s first hired organist 
	 in the old Methodist Church 

1958-1998: 	 Marilyn Ballantine, Organist and Choir Director  
	 first in the old Methodist Church,  
	 then in Bliss House on an Allen C-1 Electric Organ, 
	 and, finally in our present Sanctuary 

1998-2016: 	 Sean McCarthy, Minister of Music 

2016-2021: 	 Victoria Shields, Director of Music 

2021-present:	 Terence J. Flanagan,  
	 Director of Music and Fine Arts

Musicians/Directors
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New ChimesNew pedal 32’ reed pipes

Solid wood pedalsPrinted, Italian porcelain stop inlays
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Aeolian Skinner Pipe Organ, Opus 1492 (1968) 

Goulding & Wood – 2002 renovation * 

Austin – 2025 renovation +

GREAT

16′ Quintade 
8′ Principal * 
8′ Harmonic Flute * 
8′ Holz Gedeckt 
4′ Octave * 
4′ Blockflute 
2′ Super Octave 
II Sesquialtera * 
IV Mixture 11/3 * 
8′ Trumpet 
8′ Trompette en Chamade (Ch.) 
Tremulant 
Chimes (25 tubes) + 
Zymbelstern * 

SWELL

8′ Viole 
8′ Viole Celeste 
8′ Rohr Flute 
4′ Principal * 
4′ Spill Flute 

2′ Wald Flute 
II Cornet 
III-IV Plein Jeu 2 
16′ Hautbois (ext. 8′) 
8′ Trompette * 
8′ Hautbois 
4′ Clarion (original Trumpet extended) 
8′ Trompette en Chamade (Ch.) 
Tremulant 
Swell to Swell 16 
Swell Unison Off 
Swell to Swell 4 
  
CHOIR

16′ Flute Conique (ext. 8′) 
8′ Spitz Principal 
8′ Gedeckt 
8′ Flute Conique 
8′ Flute Celeste 
4’ Principal 
4′ Zauber Flute 
2′ Octave * 
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11/3′ Larigot 
III-IV Scharf I 
8′ Krummhorn 
8′ Trompette en Chamade 
Tremulant 
Choir to Choir 16 
Choir Unison Off 
Choir to Choir 4 
  
PEDAL

32′ Bourdon (ext. 16′) 
16′ Principal 
16′ Bourdon 
16′ Quintade (Gt.) 
16′ Flute Conique (Ch.) 
8′ Octave 
8′ Spitz Flute 
8′ Flute (ext. 16) 
8′ Flute Conique (Ch.)  
4′ Choral Bass (original Sw. Principal) 
4′ Spitz Flute (ext. 8’) 
2′ Spitz Flute (ext. 8’) 
III Mixture 2 
32’ Contra Posaune (ext. 16’) + 
32’ Grand Cornet + 
16′ Posaune 
16′ Hautbois (Sw.) 
8′ Posaune (ext. 16′) 
8′ Hautbois (Sw.)  
4′ Krummhorn (Ch.) 
8′ Trompette en Chamade (Ch.)  

COUPLERS

Swell to Great 16-8-4 
Choir to Great 16-8-4 
Swell to Choir 16-8-4 
Choir to Swell 8 

Great to Choir Transfer 
Pedal to Great 
Pedal Divide 
Great to Pedal 8-4 
Swell to Pedal 8-4 
Choir to Pedal 8-4 
  
ACCESSORIES

Solid State Logic Memory Capture     
    System – 999 Memory Levels 
Solid State Logic Transposer 
Digital clock/date/timer 
Midi record and playback capability 
14 General Pistons – manual 
    and 1-12 duplicated in Pedal 
Sequencer – next and back 
    – manual and duplicated in Pedal 
10 Swell pistons 
10 Great Pistons 
10 Choir Pistons 
6 Pedal Pistons 
    – duplicated under Choir keyboard 
Tutti reversibles (manual and pedal) 
General Cancel 
Divisional nameplate cancels 
Crescendo Pedal 
    Standard Crescendo Pedal 
    Programmable A, B, C Crescendo Pedals 
Pedal Reversible Zymbelstern 
Pedal Reversible 32’ Bourdon 
Pedal Reversible 32’ Grand Cornet 
Pedal Reversible 32’ Contra Posaune 
USB Port 
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First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan 
178 Oenoke Ridge Road 
New Canaan, CT 06840 

203.966.0002 
www.fpcnc.org/music


