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Grace and peace to you, and welcome!  
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here— 

with whatever joys, questions, or tears you bring today— 
as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

 
 

T HE GAT HERING  
 
Prelude:                                                   Allegro (from Flute Concerto in d minor)                                                 CPE Bach 
 

Kian Edibam – flute  
 
 

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit  
speaking through the music of the Prelude  

as we prepare our hearts for worship. 
 
*Call to Worship (from Psalm 26)              Angela Johnson 
 

Leader: Vindicate me, O Lord, 
All:    for I have walked in my integrity, 
      and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering. 
Leader: Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 
All:    test my heart and mind. 
Leader: For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 
All:    and I walk in faithfulness to you... 
Leader: O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell 
All:    and the place where your glory abides. 
 

 
 
 
 
*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT. 
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*Hymn No. 14:                                                   For the Beauty of the Earth                                                                       Dix        

 

 

 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements                                                                                                                 The Rev. Scott Herr 
 
Blessing for our Younger Disciples                                           The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

Following the children's message, children are invited  
to stay in Worship with their parents or make use of the Pray-Ground.  

 

Call to Confession                                                                             Angela Johnson 
       

Leader: Sin casts us out into the cold, but the warmth of God’s forgiveness welcomes us back. Trusting in 
God’s love, let us confess our sins to God: 
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Confession of Sin (unison)             Angela Johnson 
 

God of wonders, we confess that we do not understand why you call us when we are scared, 
clumsy, busy or flawed. We confess that we think we know better than you do who is qualified to 
do your work. Forgive our fears and excuses and self-doubts. Lend us your grace and your 
strength, so that we may follow the way of the cross, the way of self-giving love, as we go about 
the work of serving our neighbors, building up your church, loving your children, and tending to 
the scorched places of our world. Help us to yield to your Spirit, without burning up or burning 
out. Give us a purpose and the courage to pursue it… 
 

(silence for further individual reflection and repentance…) 
 

Leader:   In Jesus’ name we pray. 
All: Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                          Angela Johnson 
 

Leader: Friends, hear the good news! New life rises from the ashes. In Christ, your sins are dead and you 
are made alive to all that is good and true: 

All: In Christ, we are made whole; in Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 
 
Gloria Patri  

 

 

 

 
 
*Passing of the Peace                Angela Johnson 
 

Leader: In John 14:27, Jesus tells his disciples, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid." As we 
have received the peace of Christ, let us share that peace with one another! 

All: And also with you.  
Leader: Please share Christ’s peace with one another. 

 

Congregation greets one another and shares the peace of Christ.  
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T HE WORD 

 

Prayer for illumination (unison)              Angela Johnson 
 

Divine Light, shine on these pages that the words may speak again your Word to us today. Shine 
on our hearts that we might know how to walk in your Way. Amen. 
 

First Lesson – Romans 12:9-21                               Angela Johnson 
 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honour. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the 
saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
 

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate 
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it 
is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ 20No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed 
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals 
on their heads.’ 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 

Second Lesson – Matthew 16:21-28                         The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

21From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! 
This must never happen to you.’ 23But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are 
a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 
24Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 27‘For the Son of Man is to come with 
his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly 
I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.’ 

  

Minister: Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

  
Sermon                                                                        The Way of Jesus                                                    The Rev. Scott Herr 
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RESPONDING TO T HE  WO RD 

 
*Affirmation of Faith – Hymn No. 720:                Jesus Calls Us                                                                             Galilee 
 

 

 

 
 
Prayers of the People                                                               The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                                                                                
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Call for the Offering                                                The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

Leader: With gratitude for all God has given us, let us return our tithes and offerings to God. 
 

Offertory Solo:                                 Heiter bewegt (from Sonata for Flute and Piano)                             Paul Hindemith 
   

Kian Edibam – flute 
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*Doxology (No. 606)                            Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    Old Hundredth   

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) (Isaiah 56:7)                                            Angela Johnson 
 

Generous God, we offer our gifts to you, grateful for all you have given us, and grateful for the 
chance to give to others. Build up your church through these offerings, that we might be a place 
where your goodness is seen, practiced, and shared. Amen. 

 
S E N D I N G  

 
*Hymn No. 718:                                       Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said                                                     Bourbon 
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*Benediction                                                                                                    The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

*Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

Postlude:                                                     Cortège (from Trois Improvisations)                                               Louis Vierne 
 
 

We encourage you to stay for the musical conclusion of our Worship together. 
 

  
CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274 

 
 

Join us in the Common Room after Worship  
for a time of fellowship, coffee/tea and treats. 

 
 

T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P  
 

Welcome to Worship with the First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan on this 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time, 
the season when we seek to order anew our lives around the teaching of Jesus so that we better align with the 
Way of Jesus. So what does that really mean? What does the Way of Jesus look like today for you? We will explore 
this together through the lens of the Romans and Matthew texts. As G.K. Chesterton once famously wrote that 
“the Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting; instead, it has been found difficult and left untried.” 
Indeed, today, we reflect together on just how hard the Way of Jesus really is… We’re glad you are with us, and 
pray you will experience the grace of God’s welcome, and be spiritually refreshed and socially reoriented for the 
week ahead. 
 

Sunday School – Summer Schedule. Sunday School is taking a break during August and will resume on Rally Day, 
September 13. Wishing you all a blessed and fun-filled summer ahead!  Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director 
 

Starting September 13, join us as we explore Bible stories and all our questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, 
and the world around us. We will explore these themes through discussion, crafts, music, and other visual media. 
Children begin Worship in the Sanctuary with their families then following the Blessing for Young Disciples, we 
move to our Sunday School class upstairs in the Bliss House and then return to the Sanctuary towards the end of 
Worship. 
 

If your child is participating in Sunday School, please fill out this very short form so that we have up-to-date family 
contact numbers, and you can provide us with any information about your child that will help us minister to them: 
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents 
 

Adults or older teens who want to come be part of the fun of Sunday School, we need you! Join us and bring your 
own sense of wonder and joy as we learn together what it means to be part of God’s big family. Let us know of 
your interest by filling out this form: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25, or reach out to Leah 
Saulsberry at leahs@fpcnc.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25
mailto:leahs@fpcnc.org
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T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P    (Cont’d) 

 

Children are warmly welcome to stay in Worship! For 
children who stay during Worship, the Pray-Ground can be 
found in the area in front of the back pew bench. The Pray-
Ground is a designated place in the Sanctuary where young 
children can experience worship through age-appropriate 
worship materials and tools that will help keep them 
engaged in what is happening. We will continue to rotate 
books and coloring materials on an ongoing basis. Although 
it can seem counter-intuitive to adults, children are often 
able to process what they hear more effectively when they have something to do with their hands. 
 

Any child worshipping in the Pray-Ground should bring their grown-up with them to the Pray-Ground. Including 
young children in Worship can sometimes feel a little daunting, especially on days when they’re feeling a little extra 
fidgety, but we don’t need to be discouraged from keeping children in the Sanctuary. There are many important 
things that children learn while in Worship, even when we’re not sure if they’re paying attention.  
 

Young children learn by observing the adults around them. Children acquire the “language” of worship by listening 
to and observing the words the adults around them say, much like how they learn their native tongue. Quite simply, 
children learn to worship by regularly being in Worship. So families with little ones should feel free to worship 
together in the Pray-Ground! 
 

FPCNC also offers childcare during our Sunday Service provided by Saturnina Greaves and Lizz Reyes from Wee 
Care Nanny Agency. Our Nursery is located just off our Common Room vestibule down the long hall from the 
Sanctuary and is available between the hours of 8:45–11:30am. Parental and guardian sign-in is required and we 
do ask that you pick up your child promptly after the Service. 
 

Have a prayer request? Prayer Cards are located in the back of the church adjacent to the Sanctuary entrance. 
Before worship, please give the completed Prayer Card to either Scott or one of the Ushers. These requests will be 
included in our Prayers of the People for that Sunday. You will have the option to exclude your prayer from the 
communal prayer if you prefer. All prayers will be held and prayed over in confidence. Any questions or concerns, 
please contact Scott (scott@fpcnc.org) or Wendy (wendy@fpcnc.org). 
 

Cents-ability – The Cents-ability jar has a temporary location at the Welcome Table during 
construction. Please drop your spare change into the jar either on the way to Coffee Hour or 
whenever you’re at church. You can also take home a small cents-ability bank to collect change. 
All change collected will be donated to the New Canaan Food Pantry. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

 
A B O U T  T O D A Y ’ S  M U S I C  

 

Today we welcome flutist Kian Edibam, who is 16 and from Wilton, Connecticut. Kian studies with Lisa Arkis, at the 
Wilton Music Studios. He comes from a family of musicians and started with piano at the age of 5 and has been 
playing the flute for 9 years; he regularly attends the Manhattan School of Music summer program as well as the 
Charles Ives Music Festival. Kian has participated in the Connecticut Music Educators Association Western 
Regionals for 2 years and is principal flute of Norwalk Youth Symphony's (NYS) Concert Orchestra. He has been a 
member of NYS for 5 years and has recently toured with them across France. Prior to that, Kian participated in the 
Greater Connecticut Youth Orchestra (GCTYO). He also enjoys listening to a variety of music; his current favorites 
are the Rodrigo Flute Concierto Pastoral, Shostakovich Piano Concerto No. 1, and the Elgar Violin Concerto. 

 

 

mailto:scott@fpcnc.org
mailto:wendy@fpcnc.org
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A B O U T  T O D A Y ’ S  M U S I C    (Cont’d) 

 
We are grateful to Kian for joining us this morning to play his flute. For our prelude, we will 
hear music of Paul Hindemith (1895-1963), a German and American composer, music 
theorist, teacher, violist, and conductor. He founded the Amar Quartet in 1921, touring 
extensively in Europe. As a composer, he became a major advocate of the Neue Sachlichkeit 
(New Objectivity) style of music in the 1920s, with compositions such as Kammermusik, 
including works with viola and viola d'amore as solo instruments in a neo-Bachian spirit. 
Hindemith and his wife emigrated to Switzerland and the United States ahead of World War 
II, after worsening difficulties with the Nazi German regime. In his later years, he conducted 
and recorded much of his own music. Most of Hindemith's compositions are anchored by a 
foundational tone, and use musical forms and counterpoint and cadences typical of the Baroque and Classical 
traditions. His harmonic language is more modern, freely using all 12 notes of the chromatic scale within his tonal 
framework, as detailed in his three-volume treatise, The Craft of Musical Composition. 
 

For our offertory, we hear music composed by Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach (1714-1788), 
commonly abbreviated C. P. E. Bach, a German composer and musician of the Baroque 
and Classical eras. He was the fifth child and second surviving son of Johann Sebastian 
Bach and Maria Barbara Bach. CPE was an influential composer working at a time of 
transition between his father's Baroque style and the Classical style that followed it. He 
was the principal representative of the Empfindsamer Stil or Sensitive Style. The qualities 
of his keyboard music are forerunners of the expressiveness of Romantic music, in 
deliberate contrast to the statuesque forms of Baroque music. His organ sonatas mainly 
come from the galant style. To distinguish him from his brother Johann Christian, the 

London Bach, who at this time was music Master to Queen Charlotte of Great Britain, CPE was known as the Berlin 
Bach during his residence in that city, and later as the Hamburg Bach when he succeeded Georg Philipp Telemann 
as Kapellmeister there. To his contemporaries, he was known simply as Emanuel. His second name was in honour 
of his godfather Telemann, a friend of his father J. S. Bach. Bach was an influential pedagogue, writing the 
influential Essay on the True Art of Playing Keyboard Instruments, which would be studied by Joseph Haydn, 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and Ludwig van Beethoven, among others. 
 
Our postlude music is composed by Louis Vierne (1870-1937), a French organist and 
composer. The piece heard is from a set of three improvised at Notre-Dame de Paris in 1930. 
Thanks to Maurice Duruflé, who transcribed the music, we are able to enjoy these this 
morning. Louis was the Titular Organist of Notre-Dame de Paris from May 1900 until his 
death. As a composer, much of his output was organ music, including six symphonies and 
four suites, and works for choir and organ, including a Messe solennelle for choir and two 
organs. His students included Nadia Boulanger and Maurice Duruflé. Louis was born nearly 
blind due to congenital cataracts. In April of 1873, his family to Paris, and at age six, Louis 
underwent an iridectomy in both eyes. He was then able to distinguish shapes and people, 
and could read large letters. Vierne studied the piano with Louis Specht, a blind teacher at 
the Institut National des Jeunes Aveugles (National Institute for the Young Blind). He was impressed when listening 
to César Franck playing the organ in 1881. Vierne was accepted as a student of the institution in 1881. Franck 
recommended that he study the organ, and Vierne began lessons with Louis Lebel and Adolphe Marty. He studied 
harmony privately with Franck, and attended classes at the Paris Conservatoire, admitted as a full-time student in 
1890. When Franck died on 8 November 1890, Charles-Marie Widor succeeded him. Vierne became his Assistant 
in the organ class and as Organist at Saint-Sulpice. He remained assistant to Widor in the organ class, and also to 
his successor Alexandre Guilmant from 1896. Vierne taught at the Schola cantorum from 1912. 
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A B O U T  T O D A Y ’ S  M U S I C    (Cont’d) 

 
A new season of FPCNC Choir begins in 1 ½ weeks with a potluck dinner followed by our first rehearsal. Please 
join us on Thursday, September 10 at 5:30pm in the Common Room with your favorite food to get to know our 
singers. At 7:00pm, we will gather in the Choir Room to begin our new season and prepare music for Rally Day, 
Sunday, September 13. Your voice is needed and welcome. We are looking for blending voices to grow our friendly 
and supportive group. Music is available two weeks in advance of each Sunday in the event that you are not able 
to make a Thursday rehearsal. Come give us a try… Please let us know if you plan on joining us and what food you 
wish to bring. If you have questions, please reach out to Terry Flanagan at 203-408-2861 or terry@fpcnc.org. 
 
The FPCNC English Handbell Choir begins a new season of ringing on Wednesday, September 16 at 4:30pm in the 
Sanctuary! Perhaps singing is just not for you, but yet you enjoy music; please consider joining our bell choir as we 
begin to prepare music to offer during the new season. You will learn how to hold bells, ring them, along with 
different ringing techniques. We are a fun and supportive group that enjoys each other’s company. If you have 
questions, please reach out to Terry Flanagan at 203-408-2861 or terry@fpcnc.org. 
 
 

T H I S  W E E K  @  F P C  
 
FPC Summer Office Hours thru September 7 

Monday, August 31 – Thursday, September 3:   9:00am – 4:00pm 
Friday, September 4:   9:00am – 1:00pm 
 

 
PARKING LOT AND DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE UPDATE 
The asphalt crack-filling, sealcoating and paint striping work on the front driveway and circular driveway has been 
completed. Due to inclement weather and the start of First Presbyterian Nursery School's academic year, the 
sealcoating and paint striping of the parking lot has been postponed indefinitely. All asphalt surfaces are now safe 
for driving. Any questions, please contact Jim Riehl (203 940 1305 / jriehl@fpcnc.org). Thank you. 
 
 

N O T E  F R O M  S C O T T  
 

I am pleased to announce that Debera Prosek has graciously accepted the role of Moderator for the FPCNC Board 
of Deacons for the 2026/27 term. Her taking on this leadership role will provide a wonderful opportunity for the 
group to reunite, welcome new members and volunteer for leadership assignments. Debera is uniquely qualified 
to serve as moderator and is looking forward to working with each of the members of the Board of Deacons to 
fulfill their calling to care for and serve the members of our congregation over the next year. Please pray for her 
and make every effort to support her in her new role.  
 
 

F P C  U N S U N G  H E R O E S  
 

Mark Magnusen is a tech ambassador for FPCNC. Beginning in the early days of COVID he has faithfilly hosted an 
online coffee hour for anyone attending our online services every Sunday. He has maintained a beautiful 
relationship with some of our "cloistered" members after they join our Worship Services from a distance. Thank 
you, Mark! 
 
 
 

mailto:terry@fpcnc.org
mailto:terry@fpcnc.org
mailto:jriehl@fpcnc.org
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L O O K I N G  A H E A D  

 

The MEN’S GATHERING took a break during the summer and will 
resume on Wednesday, September 9 from 7:00-8:00am via Zoom. The 
Zoom link will be provided the week of the meeting. We hope you can 
join the men for these informative and interesting conversations. See you 
then! Any questions, contact Wendy wendy@fpcnc.org or Mark 
Magnusen mmagnusen@yahoo.com. 
 

Men’s Gathering meets twice a month on Wednesdays. Upcoming dates are:  
• Wed, September 9 @ 7:00am (Bible Study – Zoom)  
• Wed, September 23 @ 7:00am (Guest Speaker – Zoom)  
• Wed, October 7 @ 7:00am (Bible Study – Zoom)  
• Wed, October 21 @ 7:00am (Guest Speaker – Zoom)  
• Wed, November 4 @ 7:00am (Bible Study – Zoom)  
• Wed, November 18 @ 12:00pm (In-Person Lunch & Meeting)   
• Wed, December 2 @ 7:00am (Bible Study – Zoom)  
• Wed, December 16 @ 7:00am (Guest Speaker – Zoom)  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! Goodwill collection truck will be here on  
Saturday, September 12 from 9:00am-1:00pm in the FPCNC 
parking lot. Bring donations of clothing, furniture, and household 
items in good condition. Receipts for tax purposes will be available. 
Goodwill Industries provides vocational services for people with 
disabilities and special needs. (The Goodwill truck is here the 2nd 
Saturday of every month until November 14.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wendy@fpcnc.org
mailto:mmagnusen@yahoo.com
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L O O K I N G  A H E A D    (Cont’d) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday Weekly Bible Studies, led by Darlene Harmon, will resume on Wednesday, September 16 and will 
meet every Wednesday from 10:00am-11:30am. They will continue discussing Genesis. Please come at 9:45am to 
share a cup of tea/coffee and snack in the Parlor/Library. We hope you can come join us! Everyone is invited! 
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L O O K I N G  A H E A D    (Cont’d) 

 

 
 
 

Welcome Visitors! We are delighted to welcome you to our Worship Service 
today – and every Sunday! First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan is a 
welcoming, worshipping, learning, celebrating, caring, giving, and serving 
community, reflecting the inclusive love of God, and nurturing each person’s 
spiritual journey. The next Orientation Class is on Sunday, September 27 at 

11:30am in the Parlor off the Common Room. We will discuss “who we are,” “what we believe,” “how we live out 
our faith” and “what First Presbyterian is about”. Lunch and childcare will be provided. We will then welcome New 
Members in October or November during our Worship Service. If you’d like to know more about Membership, 
please contact Membership Elder Barb Achenbaum at 203-273-6908 or barbachenbaum@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:barbachenbaum@gmail.com
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M I S S I O N  A N D  O U T R E A C H  U P D A T E  

 
 

Volunteers Urgently Needed !!! 
Please volunteer to help cook or serve dinner on Saturday, 
September 5th at New Covenant Center (NCC) in Stamford. The 
date is coming up soon and we still have spots open.  

Cooking – Our cooking team prepares a meatloaf dinner, with 
rice, salad, bread and cookies from 2:00–4:00pm.  
Serving – Our serving team serves up dinner to hungry clients 
from 4:00–5:45pm. 

NCC Chef Raphael helps and guides our teams during both cooking 
and serving. To help, please sign up via SignUp Genius here: 
www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-
newcovenant, contact Steve Van de Graaf at 
stevevdg01@gmail.com or Wendy in the church office. 
 

 

October is Mission Month! 
Sunday, October 4th – Diapers and Baby Formula Drive for the Diaper Bank of CT  

Kimberly Spanier, Development Manager of The 
Diaper Bank of Connecticut, will speak to the 
congregation about the Diaper Banks’ mission and 
needs. Then she will lead volunteers to sort and 
organize the donated items during Coffee Hour in the 
Common Room. Donations can be dropped off into 
the boxes in the church Narthex anytime starting this 
Sunday all the way up to Sunday, October 4.  

Sunday, October 11th – Kids and Adult Underwear Drive for The Panty Project 
Sunday, October 18th – Toiletries Drive for the New Covenant Center 
Sunday, October 25th – New & Lightly Used Coats Drive for Bridgeport Rescue Mission 
 

Please contribute generously! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-newcovenant
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-newcovenant
mailto:stevevdg01@gmail.com
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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S  

 
FPC Accessibility Project: Please note that the accessibility project construction has begun and effective 
immediately exclusive use of the back driveway (by the Memorial Garden and Columbarium) via the NC Nature 
Center driveway has been promised to Turner Construction until further notice. Please avoid use of the rear 
driveway for parking or building access. To access the Memorial Garden or Columbarium, please park in the Visitors 
parking spaces on the circular driveway or the large parking lot. You can then walk around to the back by way of 
the sidewalk to the left of the Sanctuary doors. We apologize for any inconvenience this might cause. Any questions 
or concerns, please contact Wendy in the church office. 
 

The Labyrinth will be in the Sanctuary through September 6. The Labyrinth is 
designed to lead one into private meditation and prayer via following the 
intricate path that takes us to the center. It’s not a maze, but a purposeful 
passage that may be entered into with gentle song, prayer, or quiet meditation. 
Walking the Labyrinth can be a meaningful and powerful practice for personal 
introspection and transformation. Instructions are posted or you can reach out 
to Scott or the Church office for guidelines. To help preserve the Labyrinth, we 
ask that you remove your street shoes, so please wear socks or bring your slippers 
from home. 

 

 
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  N U R S E R Y  S C H O O L  ( F P N S )  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Nursery School (FPNS) offers a play-based program that follows the 
Connecticut Early Learning and Development Standards. Through hands-on exploration, 
experimentation, and small-group learning, children develop essential cognitive, social-
emotional, and physical skills in a nurturing environment. 
 

Our curriculum includes language and literacy, creative arts, mathematics, science, and social 
studies, providing a strong foundation for kindergarten readiness. Our Pre-K and Fours classes 
use the Wilson Fundations Handwriting program, consistent with the curriculum used by New 
Canaan Public Schools. With low student-to-teacher ratios, we can support each child's learning 
and development. Children enjoy a daily music class, a weekly Science class, and trips to the New 
Canaan Nature Center. Charm and a classic nursery school experience meet today’s curriculum 
standards, where children play, laugh, learn, and grow with loving, experienced teachers. 
 

Members of First Presbyterian Church receive priority consideration for enrollment for the 
2027–2028 school year. To be eligible for priority consideration, applications must be submitted 
by September 15, 2026. Please note that priority enrollment does not guarantee admission. 
 

For more information, visit www.fpns.net and/or contact the Director, Stacey Walker, at 
swalker@fpns.net. 
 

https://firstpresby615-my.sharepoint.com/personal/wendy_fpcnc_org/Documents/2026%20Bulletins/7%20July%202026/July%2019/www.fpns.net
mailto:swalker@fpns.net
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U P C O M I N G  C O N C E R T  @  F P C  
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C O M M U N I T Y  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATE:  https://godonate.akoyago.com/newcanaancf/fund/dv-survivor-support-fund  
 

https://godonate.akoyago.com/newcanaancf/fund/dv-survivor-support-fund
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C O M M U N I T Y   (Cont’d) 
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P R A Y E R S  A N D  C O N C E R N S  

 
Please keep the following people in your hearts.  
 

New prayers and concerns: for the family of Mary Kane White who died on August 27, 2026; Prayers for the 
victims and families affected by the recent disaster in Nepal. 
 

Continued prayers and concerns: Judy Bentley; Cody (friend of Mary Ann Meils’ son); prayers of healing for Nancy 
Bodge (Ellen Sisson’s sister); Mary Dillon (Barbara Wentzel’s sister) who had a stroke; Betty Drew (Sue Dishart’s 
mother); Kristen Englund recovering from transplant surgery; prayers of healing for Samantha Feldman (Mary and 
Armin Thies’ granddaughter); John Florio (Nik Brannan’s Grandfather, Mary Jane Brannan’s father); Nick Guthrie; 
Chris Harris (Dede Trefts' lifelong and beloved friend) is in the last stage of a very long battle with cancer; for the 
family of Henry H. Hitch who died on August 6 (husband of Mary “Tuckie” Ellan Hitch - longtime FPC member living 
in Florida); Dan Hodges; for Beth and Phil Hunter (California friends of Denise and Jim Riehl) who are dealing with 
an unexpected health diagnosis; David Johnson (Elsbeth Johnson’s son); Denise Lynch; for the family of Waclaw 
('Willy') Murdoch Maliszewski, who died on August 16; Josephine Markell (Jim Riehl’s 106-year-old aunt); Myra 
(Lisa Gifford’s mother), having a series of surgeries over the next few weeks; Marlene Powers; John Robinson 
(Darlene Harmon’s brother) who has lung cancer; Becky Roth; for the Schmidt family (longtime friends of 
Linda/Paul Martin) as both Marty and his daughter Holly have both been recently diagnosed with cancer and are 
undergoing treatment; Mindy Starr-Pfahler (Wendy Starr’s cousin); Ken Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s 
brother); J. Stuart Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s father). 
 

We continue to pray for the families and friends of the victims who have been affected by gun violence.   
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is our presence around the world when disasters happen. Through them we are 
on the ground around the world, responding to the enormous needs following wildfires, hurricanes and 
earthquakes and during war. PDA Giving: https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give 
 

 
 
 

G R O W  I N  F A I T H  
 
 

If you know of someone in urgent need of mental 
health support, please remember the resource that our town has in the New Canaan Urgent Assessment 
Program. The town, in partnership with Silver Hill Hospital, is prepared to offer psychiatric assessment and tailored 
referral for ongoing care. The Program serves children, teens and adults who are New Canaan residents free of 
charge. To schedule an intake call, email NCUA@silverhillhospital.org or call Silver Hill Hospital admissions at 1-
866-542-4455 and indicate that you are asking about the New Canaan Urgent Assessment Program. For more 
details use this link: https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/ 
 
 
Pastoral Care Team:  
Do you know of someone who might appreciate a phone call or visit, someone who is 
lonely or mourning? Our congregation has a team of people who are ready to reach out 
to church members of all ages who are facing a life crisis. They may be in declining 
health, shut-ins, living in a care facility, grieving, or struggling with a significant change 
in their circumstances. Our Pastoral Care Team, made up of Ferial Aldag, Peg Bull, 
Debera Prosek, Ellen Sisson, The Rev. Mary Thies and Barbara Wentzel, is ready to 
provide pastoral care to church members who are dealing with such a situation. If you 
know of someone who could benefit from this ministry or if you have questions about 
the work of the team, please call the church office 203-966-0002 (ext 1). 

https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give
mailto:NCUA@silverhillhospital.org
https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of NEW CANAAN 
 
 

CALENDAR – UPCOMING WEEK 
 

 
 

CALENDAR – SEPTEMBER thru OCTOBER 
 

Wednesday, September 9, 7am Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 

Saturday, September 12, 9am-1pm Goodwill Truck (FPC Parking Lot) 

Sunday, September 13, 11:30am  RALLY DAY PICNIC & CELEBRATIONFriday, September 18, 
11am  Victor Bradley Sr. – Memorial Garden Interment 

Saturday, September 19, 11am Victor Bradley Sr. – Memorial Service (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, September 23, 7am Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 

Thursday, September 24, 3pm NC Chamber Music Concert @ FPC (Sanctuary) 

Friday, September 25, 7pm NC Chamber Music Concert @ FPC (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, September 27, 3pm Lumos Concert @ FPC (Sanctuary) 

Saturday, October 3, 2-6pm New Covenant Center (Prepare and Serve Meals) 

Saturday, October 3, 4pm Barbara Campbell Holt – Celebration of Life & reception 

Sunday, October 4, 3pm Organ Dedication Recital (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, October 7, 7am Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 

Saturday, October 10, 9am-1pm Goodwill Truck (FPC Parking Lot) 

Wednesday, October 21, 7am Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 

 

SUNDAY, August 30 
9 am             Music Rehearsals 
10 am           Worship Service 
11:30 am     Coffee Hour 
 

MONDAY, August 31 
2-9 pm         Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
7 pm             Deacons Meeting (Zoom) 
 

TUESDAY, September 1 
9 am            Start of 2026-27 FPNS Academic Year 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30  Jumpin’ Jams (Lawn) 
10:30 am    FPC Staff Leadership Meeting 
3-8 pm        Performing Arts Conservatory (Choir room) 
6:30 pm      10th Annual Vigil (downtown NC) 
8 pm            Men’s A.A. Group (closed) 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 2 
2-9 pm        Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
4-8 pm        Performing Arts Conservatory (Choir room) 

THURSDAY, September 3 
3 pm            Special Church 
 

FRIDAY, September 4 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 3:30, 4:30   Jumpin’ Jams (Lawn) 
2-9 pm        Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
 

SATURDAY, September 5 
9:15 am       A.A. Group (closed) 
10:30 am     A.A. Group (open) 
2-6 pm         New Covenant Center (Prep & Serve) 
2-5 pm         Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
 

SUNDAY, September 6 
9 am             Music Rehearsals 
10 am           Worship Service  
11:30 am     Coffee Hour 
 



22 | P a g e  

 

 

 

THOSE PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE: 
 

Greeters:  Barb Achenbaum and Katie White 

Lay Reader:  Angela Johnson 

Ushers:  Mark Chmiel and Tom Emmons 

Cross Bearer:  Fell Herdeg 
 
 

MINISTERS 
The Entire Congregation 

 
OUR PASTOR 

The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor 
 
 
 

OUR STAFF 
Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts • Jim Riehl, Business Administrator  

Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director • Wendy Starr, Office Manager  
Emily Johnson, Communications Assistant • Kate and Matt Ziance, Operations Managers 

Terence D. Flanagan, Sunday Audio Technician 
 
 
 

2026-2027 SESSION ELDERS AND DEACONS 
SESSION ELDERS 

Bob Spangler (Clerk) • Barb Achenbaum • Tom Butterworth • Jim Ely • Terence D. Flanagan (Youth)  
Angela Johnson • Nancy LaBadie • Janet Lanaway • Jan Lucie • Mark Magnusen • Bonnie Peterson  

Mike Peterson • Steve Van de Graaf • Patty von Jena • Stephan von Jena 
 

DEACONS 
Debera Prosek (Moderator) • Ferial Aldag • Sue Benko • Carole Clarkson • Chris Cluett • Sue Dishart • Kathy Edwards 

Lisa Flanagan • Julie Fowler • Thomas Godina (Youth) • Victoria Mezo • Jo Ann Nerenburg • Sherry Tate 
 
 
 
 

SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
 
 
 

 
 

Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram: 

 
 

DONATE: 
 
 

FPC YouTube Channel: 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN6ar2AUqiXmUnDmAPG61KA
https://www.facebook.com/FPCNC/
https://www.instagram.com/firstpresnewcanaan/?fbclid=IwAR2aXLUXiFehHnsqhGnekPfXjQmIErgDsn6IHeTFKuzV1gF-sXMrixQqtlo

