FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
NEW CANAAN

Where Faith, Families & Friends Connect

Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time e July 5, 2026 ¢ 10:00am
178 OENOKE RIDGE, NEw CANAAN, CT 06840 ¢ 203-966-0002 « FPCNC.ORG

Grace and peace to you, and welcome!
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—
with whatever joys, questions, or tears you bring today—
as we worship God, who welcomes us all!

THE GATHERING

Prelude: Variations on America Charles Ives

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit
speaking through the music of the Prelude
as we prepare our hearts for worship.

*Call to Worship (Psalm 95:1-3, 6) The Rev. Mary Marple Thies
Minister: O come, let us sing to the Lord;
All: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Minister: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
All: let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
Minister: For the Lord is a great God,
All: and a great King above all gods.
Minister: O come, let us worship and bow down,
All: let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT.



*Hymn No. 337: My Country, ‘Tis of Thee America
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Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Scott Herr
Blessing for our Younger Disciples Leah Saulsberry

Children are invited to attend Sunday school following the children's message.
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Call to Confession

Leader:

Confession of Sin (unison) (from A Prayer for Our Country by Woodrow Wilson)

Leader:
All:

Assurance of Pardon

Paul Martin

The apostle Paul wrote to the believers in Galatia, “For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm,
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” With confidence in God’s grace and mercy
to us in Jesus Christ, let us confess our sin before God and our neighbor.

Paul Martin

Almighty God, Ruler of all the peoples of the earth, forgive our shortcomings as a nation, purify
our hearts to see and love the truth, give wisdom to our leaders, and steadfastness to our people,
and bring us at last to that fair city of peace whose foundations are mercy, justice, and goodwill,
of which you are the designer and builder... Help us to come to you and find rest for our souls,
that we might be set free to give a faithful witness to your love and mercy for all people...

(silence for further individual reflection and repentance...)
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

Paul Martin

Leader:  The apostle Paul also wrote to the believers in Galatia, “For you were called to freedom, brothers
and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love
become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”” Hear and believe the good news:

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made righteous. Thanks be to God!

Gloria Patri
Gloria Patri
Terence J. Flanagan
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*Passing of the Peace Paul Martin

Leader:

All:
Leader:

The first words of the risen Christ to his followers were, “Peace be with you.” May the peace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Please share that peace with one another.

Congregation greets one another and shares the peace of Christ.
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THE WORD

Prayer for illumination (unison) (Romans 15:4) Paul Martin

Eternal God, in your Word we read, “For whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have
hope.” As your Word is read and proclaimed, may we be encouraged and have hope as your
children. In Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.

First Lesson — Galatians 5:1 Paul Martin

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery.

Leader:  Thisis the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Solo: “If with all your hearts.” (from Elijah) Felix Mendelssohn
Ye people rend your hearts, and not your garments for your transgressions the prophet Elijah hath
sealed the heavens through the word of God. | therefore say to ye, Forsake your idols, return to
God; for He is slow to anger, and merciful, and kind, and gracious, and repent Him of the evil. “If
with all your hearts ye truly seek me, ye shall ever surely find me.” Thus saith our God. Oh! that |
knew where | might find Him, that | might even come before His presence!

Nikolas Brannan - tenor

Second Lesson — Matthew 11:28-30 The Rev. Mary Marple Thies
28‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. 2°Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. 3°For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

Leader:  Holy wisdom, holy word.
All: Thanks be to God.
Sermon Come to Me The Rev. Scott Herr
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*Affirmation of Faith — Hymn No. 182: | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Kingsfold
1 Il | e | | |
) } ' | | ] | | | | !
| | | ] | | I |
I | | ] I
= = % r ’ 53:
1 I  heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Come un-to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
3 1  heard the voice of Je-sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;

ole

il Ll e

e

4|Page



pa v =

’

o

z

lay down, O wea-ry

~*

.

=
Yoo r

one, lay down your head up-on

:

my breast.”

came to Je - sus, and I drank of

the liv - ing wa - ter, thirst-y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
. | |
| |
= [ T s I
Huw ™ | |  p— Lo o |
. £ 2] I _d | | | I | | | I—_I | | | I
G5 H%:gﬂgﬂ{ oo
J T =
I came to Je-sus as 1 was, so wea-ry, worn, and sad; |
I
I

that life-giv - ing

stream; my

looked to Je - sus, and I found in him my star, my sun; and
Lo J 2o 0 04 ~
S e T FQ‘ R —
! | ] |
) # . !
P J— . p— ! .
y < ii— | | - ! |
[ ! 1 | 1 : ——
W?—tﬁ—yﬁﬁqd $ 2
found in him a rest - ing place, and he has made me glad.
thirst was quenched, my  soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
in that light of life TI'll walk till trav-eling days are done.
) -
: o & :
- ' ; ] FHW‘ ;3 e
' j—— |
- —tt

Call for the Offering Paul Martin

Leader: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. With glad and
generous hearts, let us return to God our tithes and offerings with thanksgiving and gratitude for all

God has done for us in Jesus Christ.
Offertory Anthem: The Lord’s Prayer Albert Hay Malotte

Nikolas Brannan - tenor

*Doxology (No. 606) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*Prayer of Dedication (unison)

The Rev. Mary Marple Thies

Accept the gifts we bring, O Lord. Give us the wisdom, courage, freedom and love we need to use
them in ways that please you, spread the gospel, and care for our neighbors with the love of Jesus.

We thank you for your indescribable gift! Amen.

THE EUCHARIST

Invitation to The Lord’s Table

Eucharistic Prayer

Minister: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Minister: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise...

The Great Prayer of Thanksgivin
The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

g

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

Breaking the Bread and Sharing the Cup

Prayer After Communion (uniso

*Hymn No. 338:

n)

SENDING

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies

The Rev. Scott Herr
Loving God, we thank you that we can come to you and in you find rest for our souls. Thank
you for welcoming us at your table once again and for feeding us with this spiritual food and
reminding us that we are set free and called to live in the freedom of the gospel. In the power
of your Holy Spirit, strengthen us then to live to set others free, and work for a better life and
fairer world for all people, and with all the saints, bring you honor and glory. In Christ, with
Christ, through Christ, and for Christ we pray. Amen.
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*Benediction The Rev. Mary Marple Thies
*Ringing of the Church Bell
Postlude: The Stars and Stripes Forever John Philip Sousa

CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274

We encourage you to stay for the musical conclusion of our Worship together.

Join us in the Common Room after worship
for a time of fellowship, coffee/tea and treats.
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TODAY IN WORSHIP

Welcome to Worship with the First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan on this 14t Sunday of Ordinary Time, as
well as the celebration weekend of the semi quincentennial anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. Today we will reflect on the freedom and rest which Jesus invites us to experience through faith in
him, and the freedom for good works that we are called to pursue so that all people may not only hear the words
but experience the vision of equality and their right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We will also be
giving thanks for the pastoral ministry of the Rev. Mary Marple Thies, who has served our congregation these past
8 years. And while stepping down from “up front” worship leadership, thankfully Mary and Armin will remain part
of our worshipping community! We are glad you are with us, and pray that you will experience the grace of God’s
welcome, and be spiritually refreshed and socially reoriented for the week ahead.

Also today in Worship, we celebrate the Sacrament of Communion also known as the Eucharist, a commemoration
of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples. Our communion bread is gluten-free and the cup is grape juice so that all
who wish to partake of the Sacrament may do so.

Sunday School — Summer Schedule. Sunday School will run on a normal schedule through the end of July. We will
take a break from August 2 — September 6, and resume on Rally Day, September 13. Wishing you all a blessed and
fun-filled summer ahead! Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director

Until August 2nd, join us as we explore Bible stories and all our questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the
world around us. We will explore these themes through discussion, crafts, music, and other visual media. Children
begin Worship in the Sanctuary with their families then following the Blessing for Young Disciples, we move to our
Sunday School classes upstairs in the Bliss House and then return to the Sanctuary towards the end of Worship.

If your child is participating in Sunday School, please fill out this very short form so that we have up-to-date family
contact numbers, and you can provide us with any information about your child that will help us minister to them:
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents

Adults or older teens who want to come be part of the fun of Sunday School, we need you! Join us and bring your
own sense of wonder and joy as we learn together what it means to be part of God’s big family. Let us know of
your interest by filling out this form: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25, or reach out to Leah
Saulsberry at leahs@fpcnc.org.

Children are warmly welcome to stay in Worship! For children who stay during Worship, the Pray-Ground can be
found in the area in front of the back pew bench. The Pray-Ground is a designated place in the Sanctuary where
young children can experience worship through age-appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep
them engaged in what is happening. We will continue to rotate books and coloring materials on an ongoing basis.
Although it can seem counter-intuitive to adults, children are often able to process what they hear more effectively
when they have something to do with their hands.

Any child worshipping in the Pray-Ground should bring their grown-up with them to the Pray-Ground. Including
young children in Worship can sometimes feel a little daunting, especially on days when they’re feeling a little extra
fidgety, but we don’t need to be discouraged from keeping children in the Sanctuary. There are many important
things that children learn while in Worship, even when we’re not sure if they’re paying attention.

Young children learn by observing the adults around them. Children acquire the “language” of worship by listening
to and observing the words the adults around them say, much like how they learn their native tongue. Quite simply,
children learn to worship by regularly being in Worship. So families with little ones should feel free to worship
together in the Pray-Ground!
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TODAY IN WORSHIP (Cont'd)

FPCNC also offers childcare during our Sunday Service provided by Saturnina Greaves and Lizz Reyes from Wee
Care Nanny Agency. Our Nursery is located just off our Common Room vestibule down the long hall from the
Sanctuary and is available between the hours of 8:45—-11:30am. Parental and guardian sign-in is required and we
do ask that you pick up your child promptly after the Service.

Have a prayer request? Prayer Cards are located in the back of the church adjacent to the Sanctuary entrance.
Before worship, please give the completed Prayer Card to either Scott, Mary or one of the Ushers. These requests
will be included in our Prayers of the People for that Sunday. You will have the option to exclude your prayer from
the communal prayer if you prefer. All prayers will be held and prayed over in confidence. Any questions or
concerns, please contact Scott (scott@fpcnc.org) or Wendy (wendy@fpcnc.org).

Cents-Ability — The Cents-ability jar is in the hallway on the way to the Common Room. Please
drop your spare change into the jar either on the way to Coffee Hour or whenever you’re at
church. You can also take home a small cents-ability bank to collect change. All change collected
will be donated to the New Canaan Food Pantry. We collected a total of 599 from the last few
months of donations!! Thank you for your continued support to the New Canaan Food Pantry.
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ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC

As our country celebrates this weekend, our organ music will be of a patriotic nature. We hear music by local
composer Charles Edward Ives (1874-1954) for our prelude. lves was born in Danbury, Connecticut. The Iveses,
descended from founding colonists of Connecticut, were one of Danbury's leading families, and they were
prominent in business and civic improvement. They were similarly active in progressive social movements of the
19th century, including the abolition of slavery. Composed in 1891, when Ives was seventeen, Variations on
America is a composition for organ that Ives prepared for a Fourth of July celebration in 1892 at the Methodist
church where he was organist in Brewster, New York. He performed it for the first time on February 17, 1892, and
made revisions to the work until 1894. Although the piece is considered challenging even by modern concert
organists, he spoke of playing the pedal work in the final variation as being "almost as much fun as playing
baseball". In 1962 it was orchestrated by William Schuman, and premiered in this version by the New York
Philharmonic under Andre Kostelanetz in 1964.

Tenor, Nikolas Brannan will sing music by German composer, pianist, organist and conductor of the early Romantic
era, Jakob Ludwig Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809-1847), simply known as Felix Mendelssohn. We hear music
from his Elijah, Op. 70, MWV A 25, an oratorio depicting events in the life of the Prophet Elijah as told in the books
1 Kings and 2 Kings of the Old Testament. This piece was composed in the spirit of Mendelssohn's Baroque
predecessors Bach and Handel, whose music he greatly admired; however, in its lyricism and use of orchestral and
choral colour, the style clearly reflects Mendelssohn's own skill as an early Romantic composer. Mendelssohn had
discussed an oratorio based on Elijah in the late 1830s with his friend Karl Klingemann which resulted in a partial
text that Klingemann was unable to finish. Mendelssohn then turned to Julius Schubring, the librettist for his earlier
oratorio St. Paul, who quickly abandoned Klingemann's work and produced his own text that combined the story
of Elijah as told in the Book of Kings with psalms. In 1845, the Birmingham Festival commissioned an oratorio from
Mendelssohn, who worked with Schubring to put the text in final form and in 1845 and 1846 composed his oratorio
to the German and English texts in parallel, taking care to change musical phrases to suit the rhythms and stresses
of the translation by William Bartholomew, a chemist who was also an experienced amateur poet and composer.
The oratorio was first performed on 26 August 1846 at Birmingham Town Hall in its English version, conducted by
the composer. Mendelssohn revised his oratorio before another grou p of performances in London in April 1847.
The German version was first performed on the composer's birthday, 3 February 1848, in Leipzig, a few months
after Mendelssohn's death.
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ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC (Cont'd)

Our offertory solo is a well known piece by American pianist, organist, composer and educator Albert Hay Malotte
(1895-1964). Nik sings The Lord's Prayer, a musical setting of the biblical Lord's Prayer, composed in 1935.
According to his New York Times obituary: "Mr. Malotte's musical setting of The Lord's Prayer was the first one
that achieved popularity, although the prayer had been set to music many times before." Malotte dedicated the
song to baritone John Charles Thomas, whose radio performances introduced it to the public. Malotte sang at Saint
James Episcopal Church in Philadelphia as a choir boy. He studied with Victor Herbert, W. S. Stansfield, and later in
Paris with Organist Georges Jacob. His career as an organist began in Chicago where he played for silent pictures.
Malotte composed a number of film scores, including mostly uncredited music for animations from the Disney
studios. Malotte composed a number of other religious pieces, including settings of the Beatitudes and of the
Twenty-third Psalm. In addition, Malotte wrote uncredited stock music for many other films in the 1930s and early
1940s. He also composed cantatas, oratorios, musicals and ballets. Malotte owned Apple Valley Music.

Our organ postlude is music composed by "The March King", as he is known: John Philip Sousa (1854-1932). He
was an American composer and conductor of the late Romantic era known primarily for US military marches. The
Stars and Stripes Forever is an American patriotic march written and composed in 1896. In his 1928 autobiography,
Marching Along, Sousa wrote that he composed the march on Christmas Day, 1896. Sousa was on board White
Star Line's Teutonic on his way home from a vacation with his wife in Europe and had just learned of the recent
death of David Blakely, the manager of the Sousa Band. He composed the march in his head and committed the
notes to paper on arrival in the United States. It was first performed at the Philadelphia Academy of Music on May
14, 1897. Following an Act of Congress in 1987, it was officially adopted as the national march of the United States
of America.

THIS WEEK

FPC Summer Office Hours — June 22 thru September 7
Monday, July 6: OFFICE CLOSED in observance of July 4th holiday
Tuesday, July 7 — Thursday, July 9: 9:00am —4:00pm
Friday, July 10: 9:00am — 1:00pm

Goodwill collection truck will be here next Saturday, o
July 11 from 9:00am-1:00pm in the FPCNC parking lot. GOOdWI I I
Bring donations of clothing, furniture, and household WESTERN & NORTHERN

items in good condition. Receipts for tax purposes will be ’
available. Goodwill Industries provides vocational CON N ECT'CUT 5"“""
services for people with disabilities and special needs.

(The Goodwill truck is here the 2nd Saturday of every

month until November 14.)
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EDITOR’S NOTES

The Presbyterian Rebellion. Last week thousands turned out to line the streets for the 250 anniversary
celebration of the signing for the New Canaan America250 Parade on Saturday, June 27th. Our float was a dazzling
success and we have many gifted and enthusiastic volunteers to thank: Special thanks to Tom Butterworth and
Julie Nixon for their leadership, taking an initial concept and turning it into a beautifully designed and constructed
float. Thanks to Charlie Robinson for his truck, trailer (with new tires) and a soft touch on the accelerator, to Paul
Johnson our indispensable master carpenter, to Chris Cluett, Emily Johnson for her graphics, Bob Spangler, Armin
& Mary Thies, Lisa and Terence D. Flanagan, Jan Lucie, and Bob & Nancy LaBadie, Marshall Van Atten for their help
in construction and painting of the float and deconstruction of it after the parade. And special thanks to Keith
Simpson who was called everything from John Hancock to George Washington along the route, but brilliantly
played the part of John Witherspoon signing the Declaration on the float! Thanks also to Debera Prosek, Eniko
Szatai, Mimi Findlay, Myriam Ghorbel, Barbara Wentzel and Mark Magnusen and most of the folks listed above
who joined to walk along with the float donning T-shirts that read, “1776 The Presbyterian Rebellion” echoing the
description of the Revolutionary War by King George IlIl Many people have commented on the spirit that we
exuded and even a few mentioned that they would vote for us as having the “best float” of the parade. One friend
wrote, “It was so great to see the Presbyterian spirit out in full force today at the 250th parade!” And we probably
educated a few people along the way with our banners: “13 Presbyterians signed the Declaration of
Independence,” and “Cousin America ran off with a Presbyterian Parson — Horace Walpole”, and that “John
Witherspoon was the only clergy to sign the Declaration.” A good time was had by all, and another example of
great teamwork! (Photo credits: Armin Thies,

Happy Birthday America!
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\ 13 PRESBYTERIANS SIGNED THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
JOHN WITHERSPOON WAS THE ONLY CLERGY TO SIGN
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FPC Accessibility Project: Please note that the accessibility project construction has begun and effective
immediately exclusive use of the back driveway (by the Memorial Garden and Columbarium) via the NC Nature
Center driveway has been promised to Turner Construction until further notice. Please avoid use of the rear
driveway for parking or building access. To access the Memorial Garden or Columbarium, please park in the large
parking lot by the front of the church and walk around to the back by way of the sidewalk to the left of the Sanctuary
doors.

[N Our Labyrinth is back in the Sanctuary for the summer. The Labyrinth is
|“|"mmm,um’m” ”’Iﬂ designed to lead one into private meditation and prayer via following the
intricate path that takes us to the center. It’s not a maze, but a purposeful
passage that may be entered into with gentle song, prayer, or quiet
meditation. Walking the Labyrinth can be a meaningful and powerful practice
for personal introspection and transformation. Instructions are posted or you
can reach out to Scott or the Church office for guidelines. To help preserve the
Labyrinth, we ask that you remove your street shoes, so please wear socks or
bring your slippers from home.

wuulw -
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EDITOR’S NOTES (Cont’d)

Greetings from the Worship, Music and Fine Arts Committee

Summer has officially arrived and so has the lovely weather. It’s a time we
all look forward to with trips to visit family, friends and favorite destinations.
Whether you enjoy staying local or like to venture to places further away,
we look forward to seeing you on Sunday mornings for Worship followed by
a time of fellowship when you are home. Refreshments on the patio provide
us with the opportunity to greet our church family and friends in a beautiful
outdoor setting. We are always in need of people to sign up to read, usher,
greet, carry the Cross or serve Communion. Please take a moment to go to
our website (www.fpcnc.org), click on “SUNDAY WORSHIP VOLUNTEER!”
and on the bottom of the home page find a date(s) that works best for you.
We are always most grateful for your participation and we welcome any
newcomers to the “Worship Team.” If you have questions about serving on
Sunday mornings, please feel free to reach out to Jan Lucie, Armin Thies or |
Linda Martin of the Worship Committee or call Wendy in the church office.
Wishing you all a very safe and enjoyable summer and we look forward to
seeing you in Sunday Worship over the summer.

The Worship, Music and Fine Arts Committee

LOOKING AHEAD

[l ) FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
NEW CANAAN

4th Annual

Rally Day
Peaches Picnic &

on the Celebration!

P a t | O Sunday, September 13, 11:30 am

o 0

Sunday JUIy 19 Please join us for 10 am Worship.
’

Then after service join us for fun,

food, live music, lawn games, and

11:30 am, during Ol Faithful rides.
Coffee Hour

All Ages Are Welcome!
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COMMUNITY
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Waveny Lifecare Network’s

NAVIGATOR

Alzheimer’s and Dementia at Home for New Canaan

Providing support and guidance

to those impacted by Alzheimer’s DV C C

and dementia in New Canaan

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CRISIS CENTER
SINCE 1980

All Communications Confidential

e 24/7 access to dedicated Alzheimer’s and SAVE THE NUMBER

dementia specialists

* Complimentary grant-based program SAVE A LI FE 988
CALL OR TEXT 988  [if:iine

* Exclusive respite apartment
* Exclusive social model adult day programming

* Expedited access to Waveny’s continuum

* Access to trusted resources outside of Waveny

¢ Wellness checks and safety assessments Save the number, save a life. Add the
* Education on disease progression and healthcare 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline (988) to
resources available

your phone now—it could save a life
later. Trained crisis counselors are

* Coordination of care, advance care planning, available to talk 24/7/365.
discharge planning

* Assistance with insurance and public benefits

* Emotional support NEW CANAAN

* Alzheimer’s and dementia caregiver support

group Behavioral Health

* Dedicated mobile app
ALLIANCE

Finding the right behavioral health support for yourself, family member

Contact us for a consultatlon or a friend can feel overwhelming. The New Canaan Behavioral Health

Phone: 203_594_5289 Alliance (NCBHA) is excited to announce the launch of its website. New

Canaan Human Services, NCCF and Silver Hill Hospital have partnered

Email: Navigator@waveny.org with over 30 local agencies and organizations to encourage, develop and
support a greater community awareness of behavioral health issues and
I’Y collaboration with resources in our area. To talk directly to someone that can help navigate
NEW CANAAN available resources, or just to see what behavioral health events are
COMMUNITY happening around the area, visit www.newcanaanbha.org.

\C‘/ ’ FOUNDATION
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PRAYERS AND CONCERNS

Please keep the following people in your hearts.

New prayers and concerns: for the family of Marcia Bates (Jim Riehl’s 94-year-old aunt) who died on June 12; for
the family of Missy (Sarah Robinson’s sister-in-law) who died June 27; Joe Achenbaum is under Hospice care in
Delaware (Joe is Whitney Gulden’s father-in-law and cousin of Barbara Achenbaum‘s husband Jon)

Continued prayers and concerns: Ferial Aldag, recovering from knee replacement surgery; Judy Bentley; Cody
(friend of Mary Ann Meils’ son); Mary Dillon (Barbara Wentzel’s sister) who had a stroke; Betty Drew (Sue Dishart’s
mother); the family of George Drew (Sue Dishart’s brother) who passed away June 4 from a heart attack at 68;
Kristen Englund recovering from transplant surgery; John Florio (Nik Brannan’s Grandfather, Mary Jane Brannan’s
father); Family of Chris Gillespie (Maxine Gaddis’ friend) who died suddenly on June 16; Chris Harris (Dede Trefts'
lifelong and beloved friend) is in the last stage of a very long battle with cancer; Dan Hodges; Sue Hoffman (Peg
and Sherm Bull’s friend) diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer; David Johnson (Elsbeth Johnson’s son); Denise Lynch;
Josephine Markell (Jim Riehl’s 106-year-old aunt); Mary Ann Meils, recovering from surgery; Marlene Powers; John
Robinson (Darlene Harmon’s brother) who has lung cancer; Ellen Sisson, who's recovering from hip replacement
surgery; Mindy Starr-Pfahler (Wendy Starr’s cousin); Ken Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s brother); J. Stuart
Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s father).

We continue to pray for the families and friends of the victims who have been affected by gun violence.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is our presence around the world when disasters happen. Through them we are
on the ground around the world, responding to the enormous needs following wildfires, hurricanes and
earthquakes and during war. PDA Giving: https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give

PSNE Community Prayer: For Valley Presbyterian Church, its Members, Session, Seekers, and the Community of
Brookfield, CT.

GROW IN FAITH

" T SILVER HILL HOSPITAL If you know of someone in urgent need of mental
health support, please remember the resource that our town has in the New Canaan Urgent Assessment
Program. The town, in partnership with Silver Hill Hospital, is prepared to offer psychiatric assessment and tailored
referral for ongoing care. The Program serves children, teens and adults who are New Canaan residents free of
charge. To schedule an intake call, email NCUA@silverhillhospital.org or call Silver Hill Hospital admissions at 1-
866-542-4455 and indicate that you are asking about the New Canaan Urgent Assessment Program. For more
details use this link: https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/

Pastoral Care Team:
Do you know of someone who might appreciate a phone call or visit, someone who is oo -

. . rvice',~ =
lonely or mourning? Our congregation has a team of people who are ready to reach out  w Shanng compacss|on~r

. . generosify
to church members of all ages who are facing a life crisis. They may be in declining P“{ﬁﬁ’&forglvenesscoumge"

health, shut-ins, living in a care facility, grieving, or struggling with a significant change m’.'((mésemhtk!ﬂess ~_
in their circumstances. Our Pastoral Care Team, made up of Ferial Aldag, Peg Bull, “"‘E'J‘UXWO%SHIISSE“““”’
Debera Prosek, Ellen Sisson, Barbara Wentzel and The Rev. Mary Thies, is ready to 'Q“Jgﬁhff,fnfss

fwgnmssy

provide pastoral care to church members who are dealing with such a situation. If you
know of someone who could benefit from this ministry or if you have questions about
the work of the team, please call the church office 203-966-0002 (ext 1).
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of NEW CANAAN

CALENDAR - UPCOMING WEEK

SUNDAY, July 5

9am Music Rehearsals
10 am Worship Service
11:30 am Coffee Hour

MONDAY, July 6

OFFICE CLOSED in observance of July 4%
4 pm Jumpin’ Jams (Lawn)

2-9 pm Wilton Studios—Music Lessons

TUESDAY, July 7

9:30, 10:30, 11:30 Jumpin’ Jams (Lawn)
12 pm Staff Team Lunch

8 pm Men’s A.A. Group (closed)

WEDNESDAY, July 8
2-9 pm Wilton Studios—Music Lessons

THURSDAY, July 9

FRIDAY, July 10
9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 3:30 & 4:30 Jumpin’ Jams (Lawn)
2-9 pm Wilton Studios—Music Lessons

SATURDAY, July 11

9am-1pm Goodwill Truck (FPC Parking Lot)
9:15am  A.A. Group (closed)

10:30am  A.A. Group (open)

2-5pm Wilton Studios—Music Lessons
SUNDAY, July 12

9am Music Rehearsals

10 am Worship Service

11:30 am Coffee Hour

CALENDAR - JULY thru SEPTEMBER

Sunday, July 19, 11:30am Annual Peaches on the Patio

Saturday, September 5, 2-6pm New Covenant House (Prepare and Serve Meals)

Sunday, September 13, 11:30am RALLY DAY
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THOSE PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:

Greeters: Linda Martin and Sue Sherwood
Lay Reader: Paul Martin
Ushers: Angela Johnson and Jennifer Van de Graaf
Communion Preparer: Mary Lee Lesko

Communion Servers: Chris Cluett and Armin Thies

MINISTERS
The Entire Congregation

OUR PASTORS
The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor ® The Reverend Mary Marple Thies, Parish Associate

OUR STAFF
Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts e Jim Riehl, Business Administrator
Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director ¢ Wendy Starr, Office Manager
Emily Johnson, Communications Assistant e Kate and Matt Ziance, Operations Managers
Terence D. Flanagan, Sunday Audio Technician

2026-2027 SESSION ELDERS AND DEACONS
SESSION ELDERS
Bob Spangler (Clerk)  Barb Achenbaum e Tom Butterworth e Jim Ely ¢ Terence D. Flanagan (Youth)
Angela Johnson ¢ Nancy LaBadie ¢ Janet Lanaway ¢ Jan Lucie ® Mark Magnusen ¢ Bonnie Peterson
Mike Peterson e Steve Van de Graaf e Patty von Jena e Stephan von Jena

DEACONS
Ferial Aldag ® Sue Benko e Carole Clarkson e Chris Cluett ® Sue Dishart  Kathy Edwards e Lisa Flanagan
Julie Fowler ¢ Thomas Godina (Youth) e Victoria Mezo ® Jo Ann Nerenburg ¢ Debera Prosek ¢ Sherry Tate

SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday

Follow us on Facebook and DONATE: FPC YouTube Channel:

Instagram: = =
® 0 T 3 YouTube
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