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Grace and peace to you, and welcome!  
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here— 

with whatever joys, questions, or tears you bring today— 
as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

 
 
 

T HE GAT HERING  
 
Prelude:                                                               Praeludium; Opus 16, No.2                                                Clara Schumann 
 

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit  
speaking through the music of the Prelude  

as we prepare our hearts for worship. 
 
*Call to Worship                                    The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

Minister: Rejoice in the Lord! 
All:   Praise the Lord with instruments and shouts of joy! 
Minister: God loves justice and righteousness. The earth is full of God’s love. 
All:   Let all of creation revel in awe of God, our Creator. 
Minister: God’s love endures forever. 
All:   Amen! Let us worship the Lord together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT. 
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*Hymn No. 310:                                                  I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord                                                           St. Thomas            

 

 
Welcome and Announcements                                                                                                                 The Rev. Scott Herr 
 
Blessing for our Younger Disciples                                                                                           The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

Children are invited to attend Sunday school following the children's message.  
 

Call to Confession                                                                                    Chris Cluett 
       

Leader: Jesus tends the wounds of a broken world, and binds up the broken-hearted. By faith, let us confess 
our need for healing: 

 

Confession of Sin (unison)                           Chris Cluett 
 

Holy God, we confess, a bit pridefully, that we appreciate decency and order, forgetting that we 
seek the order that is of our own making. We confess that clear rules and social norms give us 
comfort, forgetting how many of your beloved children are hurt and excluded by them. We 
confess that we place our trust in ability, strength, and the works of productivity, forgetting our 
total reliance on your grace. Forgive us, God, and free us to live out courageous faith, that we may 
abide in your righteousness… 
 

(silence for further individual reflection and repentance…) 
 

Leader:   In Jesus’ name we pray. 
All: Amen. 
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Assurance of Pardon                                         Chris Cluett 
 

Leader: Jesus said, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” We have been blessed with God’s grace and mercy in 
abundance, through Jesus Christ. Hear then, and believe the good news: 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and made righteous. Amen.  
 
Gloria Patri  

 

 

 

 
 

*Passing of the Peace                       Chris Cluett 
 

Leader: The first words of the risen Christ to his followers were, “Peace be with you.” May the peace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  
Leader: Please share that peace with one another. 

 

Congregation greets one another and shares the peace of Christ.  
 

T HE WORD 
 
Prayer for illumination (unison)                     Chris Cluett 
 

God of Wisdom, your Word is upright, and you are faithful to your promises. As we hear your 
Word read and proclaimed, may your Holy Spirit move among us, inspiring faith without fear, and 
showing us a new way forward. Amen. 
 

First Lesson – Genesis 12:1-9                                        Chris Cluett 
 

1Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to 
the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 
you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 4So Abram went, as 
the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed 
from Haran. 5Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother's son Lot, and all the possessions that they 
had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the 
land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the 
place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then 
the LORD appeared to Abram, and said, ‘To your offspring I will give this land.’ So he built there an  
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altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved on to the hill country on the 
east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built 
an altar to the LORD and invoked the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on by stages 
towards the Negeb. 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Second Lesson – Matthew 9:9-13              The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

9As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to 
him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him. 10And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-
collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ 12But 
when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. 13Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the 
righteous but sinners.’ 
  

Leader: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

     
Sermon                                                     Ordinary People, Extraordinarily Called                                The Rev. Scott Herr 

 
RESPONDING TO T HE  WO RD 

 
*Affirmation of Faith – Hymn No. 408:    There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit                                        Sweet, Sweet Spirit 
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Welcome and Reception of New Members                                       Elder, Barb Achenbaum 
 

Allie Long 
Carroll Oglesby 
Barb Shaw 
Jimmy Stewart 
Henry Welles 
 

Elder:  On behalf of the Session, Allie, Carroll, Barb, Jimmy and Henry have learned what we believe and 
want to covenant with us to be received into the membership of this congregation.  

 

Minister: Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age (Matthew 28:18-20). 

 

Remembering the words of our Lord and sure of God’s presence with us now, we do this.  
 

Friends, in baptism you were claimed by God, marked as Christ’s own forever, and joined to His 
body by the Holy Spirit. You come to us then, not as strangers, but as friends in Christ and members 
of the household of God. We rejoice that you now desire to join this congregation in the Worship 
and mission of the Church. Please affirm your faith by answering these questions: 
 

• Who is your Lord and Savior? 
Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 

• Do you trust in him? 
I do. 

• Do you intend to be his disciples, to obey his word and to show his love? 
I do. 

• Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, giving of yourself in every way, and will you 
seek the fellowship of the Church wherever you may be? 

I will. 
 

*Then asking the congregation:            The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

• Do you, the members of the First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan, welcome these siblings 
who have witnessed to their faith in Jesus Christ, and promise to strengthen their ties with the 
household of God through your faithful fellowship and love?  

We do.  
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*Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed, in Unison)           The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord;  
 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

*Unison Prayer                                      The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

Gracious God, we praise You for calling us to be a servant people, and for gathering us into the 
body of Christ. We thank You for choosing to add to our number these brothers and sisters in 
faith, and for the gift of ever expanding community. Together, may we live in Your Spirit, and 
better love one another and our neighbors, that we may give honor to Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom we give honor and glory forever. Amen. 

 

*Welcome and Blessing of New Members                                   Elder, Barb Achenbaum 
 

We welcome you to this ministry of Jesus Christ, and charge you to live spiritually, love inclusively, 
learn continuously, and leave a legacy. Go and serve the Lord with joy! 

 
Call for the Offering                                     The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 

 

Leader: In gratitude for God’s grace and love, we offer gifts that have been entrusted to us, trusting in God’s 
faithful love and provision. Let us joyfully offer the gifts of our lives! 

 
Offertory Anthem:                                                Ain’-a that Good News                                                William L. Dawson        
 

I got a crown up in-a the Kingdom, Ain’-a that good news! 
I’m a-goin’ to lay down this worl’, Goin’-a shoulder up uh my cross, 
Goin’ a take it home-a to my Jesus, Ain’-a that good news!  
 

I got a harp up in-a the Kingdom, Ain’-a that good news! 
 

I got a robe up in-a the Kingdom, Ain’-a that good news! 
 

I got a Saviour in-a the Kingdom, Ain’-a that good news! 
 

FPCNC Choir 
 
*Doxology (No. 606)                           Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                  Old Hundredth   

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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*Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

Holy God, we offer our gifts today and every day, trusting in your promises to heal, reconcile and 
bring justice and peace. May all that we offer be transformed into signs of your love and mercy. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

T HE EUCHARIST  
 

Invitation to The Lord’s Table                               
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Minister: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Minister: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise...  

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving                         
The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                                                                                

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Institution  
                  

Breaking the Bread and Sharing the Cup      
 

Communion Music:                    Kyrie (from Missa brevis in F, Op. 117)             Josef Gabriel Rheinberger 
 

Kyrie eleison.  Lord have mercy upon us. 
Christe eleison. Christ have mercy upon us. 

 Kyrie eleison.  Lord have mercy upon us. 
 

FPCNC Choir 
 

Prayer After Communion (unison)                            The Rev. Scott Herr 
God of mercy, thank you for your grace and compassion, and for always welcoming us around 
your table to receive reminders of your self-giving and unconditional love. May your Spirit fill 
and empower us now to live out the Way of Jesus in the world, showing your forgiveness, 
generosity and kindness in great and small ways, so that with all the saints we may bring you 
honor and glory; in Christ, with Christ, through Christ, and for Christ we pray. Amen.  
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S E N D I N G  

 

*Hymn No. 299:                                You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim                                              Hanover          
 

 
 
*Benediction                                                                                                      The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

*Choral Amen 
 

*Ringing of the Church Bell 
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Postlude:                                                                   Fuge; Opus 16, No.2                                                      Clara Schumann 
 
 
 

CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274 
 

 

We encourage you to stay for the musical conclusion of our Worship together. 
 
 

Join us in the Common Room after worship for a time of fellowship and to meet our 
new members. Don’t forget to stop by the Welcome Table. 

 
 
 

T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P  
 

Welcome to Worship with the First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan. Today we move into Ordinary Time, but 
in some traditions also called the season of Pentecost. Either way, we are now moving into approximately a six 
month period of worship that considers what “life in the Spirit” should look like, and what are the teachings and 
commands of Jesus into which we are called to live? Today we reflect on how God calls ordinary people to 
extraordinary acts of mercy. We are glad you are joining us and hope that this time together in worship will help 
you to experience God’s gift of welcome, and that you will be spiritually refreshed and socially reoriented for the 
week ahead. 
 

Also today in Worship, we celebrate the Sacrament of Communion also known as the Eucharist, a commemoration 
of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples. Our communion bread is gluten-free and the cup is grape juice so that all 
who wish to partake of the Sacrament may do so. 
 

Sunday School – Summer Schedule. Sunday School will run on a normal schedule through the end of July. We will 
take a break from August 2 – September 6, and resume on Rally Day, September 13. Wishing you all a blessed and 
fun-filled summer ahead! Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director 
 

Until August 2nd, join us as we explore Bible stories and all our questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the 
world around us. We will explore these themes through discussion, crafts, music, and other visual media. Children 
begin Worship in the Sanctuary with their families then following the Blessing for Young Disciples, we move to our 
Sunday School classes upstairs in the Bliss House and then return to the Sanctuary towards the end of Worship. 
 

If your child is participating in Sunday School, please fill out this very short form so that we have up-to-date family 
contact numbers, and you can provide us with any information about your child that will help us minister to them: 
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents 
 

Adults or older teens who want to come be part of the fun of Sunday School, we need you! Join us and bring your 
own sense of wonder and joy as we learn together what it means to be part of God’s big family. Let us know of 
your interest by filling out this form: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25, or reach out to Leah 
Saulsberry at leahs@fpcnc.org. 
 

Children are warmly welcome to stay in Worship! For children who stay during Worship, the Pray-Ground can be 
found in the area in front of the back pew bench. The Pray-Ground is a designated place in the Sanctuary where 
young children can experience worship through age-appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep 
them engaged in what is happening. We will continue to rotate books and coloring materials on an ongoing basis. 
Although it can seem counter-intuitive to adults, children are often able to process what they hear more effectively 
when they have something to do with their hands. 

https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25
mailto:leahs@fpcnc.org
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T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P    (Cont’d) 

 
Any child worshipping in the Pray-Ground should bring their grown-up with them to the Pray-Ground. Including 
young children in Worship can sometimes feel a little daunting, especially on days when they’re feeling a little extra 
fidgety, but we don’t need to be discouraged from keeping children in the Sanctuary. There are many important 
things that children learn while in Worship, even when we’re not sure if they’re paying attention.  
 

Young children learn by observing the adults around them. Children acquire the “language” of worship by listening 
to and observing the words the adults around them say, much like how they learn their native tongue. Quite simply, 
children learn to worship by regularly being in Worship. So families with little ones should feel free to worship 
together in the Pray-Ground! 
 

FPCNC also offers childcare during our Sunday Service provided by Saturnina Greaves and Lizz Reyes from Wee 
Care Nanny Agency. Our Nursery is located just off our Common Room vestibule down the long hall from the 
Sanctuary and is available between the hours of 8:45–11:30am. Parental and guardian sign-in is required and we 
do ask that you pick up your child promptly after the Service. 
 
Have a prayer request? Prayer Cards are located in the back of the church adjacent to the Sanctuary entrance. 
Before worship, please give the completed Prayer Card to either Scott, Mary or one of the Ushers. These requests 
will be included in our Prayers of the People for that Sunday. You will have the option to exclude your prayer from 
the communal prayer if you prefer. All prayers will be held and prayed over in confidence. Any questions or 
concerns, please contact Mary (marythies75@gmail.com). 
 

Cents-Ability – The Cents-ability jar is in the hallway on the way to the Common Room. Please 
drop your spare change into the jar either on the way to Coffee Hour or whenever you’re at 
church. You can also take home a small cents-ability bank to collect change. All change 
collected will be donated to the New Canaan Food Pantry. Thank you for your continued 
support to the New Canaan Food Pantry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marythies75@gmail.com
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A B O U T  T O D A Y ’ S  M U S I C  

 

This morning, we hear organ music composed by Clara Josephine Schumann (1819-1896), a German virtuoso 
pianist, composer, and piano teacher. Regarded as one of the most distinguished pianists of the Romantic era, she 
exerted her influence over the course of a 61-year concert career, changing the format and repertoire of the piano 
recital by lessening the importance of purely virtuosic works. She also composed solo piano pieces, a piano 
concerto, chamber music, choral pieces, and songs. She grew up in Leipzig, where both her father Friedrich Wieck 
and her mother Mariane were pianists and piano teachers. In addition, her mother was a singer. Clara was a child 
prodigy, and was trained by her father. She began touring at age eleven. She married the composer Robert 
Schumann, on 12 September 1840 and together, they encouraged Johannes Brahms and maintained a close 
relationship with him. Beginning in 1878, she was an influential piano educator at Dr. Hoch's Konservatorium in 
Frankfurt, where she attracted international students.  
 

Our FPCNC Choir’s offertory anthem is composed by William Levi Dawson (1899-1990), an American composer, 
choir director, professor, and musicologist. In 1912, he ran away from home to study music full-time as a pre-
college student at the historically Black institution Tuskegee Institute (now University) under the tutelage of school 
president Booker T. Washington. Dawson graduated from Tuskegee in 1921. In 1925, he received a Bachelor of 
Music in theory at the Horner Institute of Fine Arts in Kansas City, Missouri. He continued his education at the 
American Conservatory of Music in Chicago, and graduated in 1927 with a master’s degree in composition. In 
addition, Dawson studied composition and orchestration with Henry V. Stearns at Washburn College, counterpoint 
with Sir Carl Busch in Kansas City, and conducting with Felix Borowski at Chicago Musical College. Dawson began 
his teaching career in the Kansas City public school system. He served as first trombonist with the Civic Orchestra 
of Chicago from 1927 to 1930, and with Redpath Chautauqua. In 1931, Dawson organized and headed the School 
of Music at Tuskegee (Institute) University. He would remain on faculty for twenty five years, and during his tenure 
he appointed a large number of faculty members who later became well known for their work in the field.  
 

Our Communion music is composed by Josef Gabriel Rheinberger (1839-1901), a composer and organist from 
Liechtenstein, residing in Bavaria for most of his life. When only seven years old, he was already serving as Organist 
at the Vaduz parish church, and his first composition was performed the following year. In 1849, he studied with 
composer Philipp M. Schmutzer in Feldkirch, Vorarlberg. In 1851, he entered the Munich Conservatorium. Not long 
after graduating, he became Professor of Piano and of Composition at the same institution. When this first version 
of the Munich Conservatorium was dissolved, he was appointed répétiteur at the Court Theatre, from which he 
resigned in 1867. In 1877, he was appointed Court Conductor, responsible for the music in the Royal Chapel. When 
the second (and present) Munich Conservatorium was founded, Rheinberger was appointed Royal Professor of 
organ and composition, a post he held for the rest of his life. Today Rheinberger is remembered above all for his 
elaborate and challenging organ compositions; these include two concertos, 20 sonatas in 20 different keys (of a 
projected set of 24 sonatas in all the keys), 22 trios, and 36 solo pieces.  
 

 
Calling all women! Our men did a fine job singing for us this past Mother’s Day. Now is our chance to sing for them. 
Plan to join the women’s chorus on Sunday, June 21 during Worship. Music is available in the Choir Room. If you 
have any questions please reach out to Terry. 
 
 
Calling all musicians! Sunday, June 28 begins our summer season of music making. If you play an instrument, 
dance, or sing and would like to offer your talents over the summer, please contact Terry. If you have any questions, 
reach out to Terry as well. 
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W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S  

 
Allie Long and Carroll Oglesby 
We are relatively new to New Canaan and have loved 
building our life and family here over the past two years. 
We moved to the area with our oldest son, Dean, after 
several years living in New York City, where Allie and I met 
and were married. When COVID hit, we temporarily 
relocated to our beach house in North Carolina, expecting 
to stay only a few weeks — but those few weeks turned 
into 18 months. As we prepared to welcome Dean, we 
decided to move back closer to Allie’s family and spent 
time living in Rye before ultimately settling in New 
Canaan, where friends had encouraged us to look. After 
quickly falling in love with the community, we decided to 
make it home and purchased a house here. Since then, we’ve also welcomed two more babies to our family and 
are grateful to be putting down roots in such a special place. 
 

Our son Dean attends preschool at First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan, and over the past two years we have 
enjoyed attending services and church events. We are excited for First Presbyterian to become an important part 
of all of our children’s lives. Carroll grew up at First Presbyterian Church of Clinton, where his faith and church 
community had a lasting positive influence on him, and his mother still serves there as a deacon today. 
 

These days, life is wonderfully busy with three young children — including two babies under one year old! Both of 
us work from home, and we spend most of our free time enjoying family life together. Carroll enjoys golfing, fishing, 
and playing sports with Dean, while Allie enjoys tennis, reading, and exercising with friends. We are very excited 
to get to know the congregation at First Presbyterian and become part of the church community. 
 
 
Barbara J. Shaw ("Barb")  
Is a proud mother of two fantastic children, Ally (28) and Brink (26) Rocco. 
Barb moved to New Canaan 28 years ago from New York City. Barb works 
as a real estate agent for Houlihan Lawrence (formerly Brotherhood & 
Higley). Prior to her real estate career, she has more than 10 years of 
marketing experience in the financial industry. She also started her own 
gourmet food business, Peg and Barb’s Boutique Butter.  
 

Barb is an active member of the community, volunteering at the New 
Canaan public schools where her children graduated. She was a member of 
the National Charity League, Co-chairman of hospitality for the New Canaan 
Board of Realtors, Young Women’s League, YMCA, Frisbee Foundation, 
Newcomers Club and served two terms on the Board of Assessment 
Appeals. Barb was baptized and confirmed at the episcopal church, St. 
George’s by the River in Rumson, New Jersey where her family were active members for 60+ years.  
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Jimmy Stewart   
I grew up in Detroit, Michigan. I attended public schools until the eighth grade 
when I got a scholarship to Grosse Pointe University School, (GPUS) and I graduated 
in 1957. After a false start at Cornell in Chemical Engineering, I ended up at the 
University of Michigan where I got my BA and MBA degrees in Business 
Administration in 1962 and 1963 respectively. After graduating, I followed my 
father's footsteps to banking and I joined the Irving Trust Company based in New 
York at One Wall Street.  
 

While at GPUS, and later at U of M, I crossed paths with Katie Williams. I decided 
that I wanted  to cross more paths and we fell in love and were married in 1964 
and moved to Brooklyn Heights which was just across the East River from 
Manhattan where my office was. 
 

I spent twenty-two years at the Irving Trust managing various activities. That 
included working with Wall Street firms in the Securities Industry Department. 
Then I was sent overseas, to manage the bank’s London Branch and finally I was 
given responsibility for the Europe Division that handled our business with banks and governments in Europe.  
 

In 1986 I left Irving to manage the US business of a Danish bank that was opening a branch in New York, and I 
continued in that role with Danske Bank until I retired in 2004. 
 

Katie and I have three daughters, Laurie, Wendy and Katie and seven grandchildren whose ages range from 21 to 
31. Our family lived in Rumson New Jersey from 1966 to 1977 then moved to London for four years and now we 
have lived in New Canaan from 1981 to the present. 
 

Apart from spending time with the daughters and their families, my main interests are music, fly fishing and golf. 
I’m a jazz piano buff and have organized concerts for top players to perform at our Country Club for over thirty 
years and I send out CDs twice a year of the stuff I like to listen to for similarly minded friends. 
I have been fly-fishing for trout since I was twelve and I am a Past President of the Anglers’ Club of New York and 
am still involved on several Committees there. My golf game stinks now that I have completed my 87th year but I 
love the game and I was a respectable and active player a couple of decades back. I’m still a member of three golf 
groups. Partner selection is the key. 
 

What has been missing in the above list of interests and activities is a commitment to and an involvement in the 
Christian faith. That is the part of my life I now want to focus on and that is my reason for seeking membership in 
The First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan. 

 
Henry Welles 
Henry grew up in New Canaan and attended the First Presbyterian Nursery 
School from 2006-2008. He moved to England at 16 to attend a boarding 
school and play soccer. After three years in England, Henry moved to County 
Donegal in Ireland to attend university and continue playing semi-professional 
soccer. Henry and his mother Katie started to attend Sunday services at FPCNC 
in the summer of 25’ and Katie became a member in November. He is back 
home from Ireland for the summer and is excited to become a member of the 
church! 
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T H I S  W E E K  

 
Come join the MEN’S GATHERING this Wednesday, June 10 at 7:00am 
Zoom for a robust discussion of "Christian Nationalism.” Scott will lead a 
review of what Christian Nationalism is and then outline some ways in 
which it is neither “Christian” nor faithful to the original vision of our 
United States. Please review John 8:31-32 and Philippians 3:20-21, and I 
Peter 2:9-17. Get a cup of coffee and zoom with us at 7:00am for an 
important and timely topic.  

 

The next Men’s Gathering is on Wednesday, June 24 at 11:45am-1:15pm. It will be an in-person lunch with Mark 
Chmiel as the guest speaker. 
 

Please contact Wendy wendy@fpcnc.org or Mark Magnusen mmagnusen@yahoo.com for the Zoom link to join 
the discussion. We look forward to seeing and sharing with you then! 
 
 
 
Goodwill collection truck will be here this Saturday, 
June 13 from 9:00am-1:00pm in the FPCNC parking lot. 
Bring donations of clothing, furniture, and household 
items in good condition. Receipts for tax purposes will be 
available. Goodwill Industries provides vocational 
services for people with disabilities and special needs.  
(The Goodwill truck is here the 2nd Saturday of every 
month until November 14.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wendy@fpcnc.org
mailto:mmagnusen@yahoo.com
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N E X T  S U N D A Y  

 
Congregational Special Meeting on Sunday, June 14 @ 11:30am in the Common Room. Join us at 11:30am to (1) 
review and vote on revisions to the church’s bylaws (most are non-substantive, although included are amendments 
to conform the bylaws to the current Book of Order, allowing for electronic participation in meetings, clarifications 
on terms of office, etc.); (2) get the details on our 2026 Capital Campaign (materials to come in early June) and (3) 
hear about the findings from the Holy Cow! Church Survey. A light lunch and childcare will be provided. 
 

The participation level on the Holy Cow! Church Survey was amazing. Roughly 97% of our regular attendees 
responded, which is a tremendous response rate. During the Congregational Meeting we will distill the survey 
results into a 30-minute presentation.  
 

Once you have seen the top-line data, you will be invited to various listening circles we will offer in July, August 
and early September (to provide timing flexibility during the summer vacation season). While all the survey 
information was anonymous, some of you may wish to participate more in the dialogue and the Session would love 
to hear your thoughts in person.  
 

The intention is that by the end of the listening sessions we will have heard the qualitative commentary and add 
that to the quantitative data to inform our strategic plan for the church moving forward. Thank you again for 
coming with us on this journey and please ask any questions you may have of any member of Session.  
 

The vote on revisions to the church’s bylaws, as articulated below. A few copies of the revised Bylaws are in the 
back of the Sanctuary – please see one of the Ushers or included in your weekly Tidings email. 
 

Substantive Differences Between the Proposed Bylaw Revision and the Present Bylaws 
 

The Bylaw Revision: 

• Provides for electronic participation in congregational meetings 

• Changes sections of the bylaws to conform to the present Book of Order 

• Clarifies the voting procedure for election of elders and deacons 

• Clarifies the terms of office for elders and deacons 

• Explicitly grants the Session and Board of Deacons permission to establish their own special rules of order 

for their meetings. 

Non-substantive Differences 

• The language has been simplified. 

• The intended meaning of sections has been made more explicit. 

• The number of redundancies within the bylaws has been reduced. 

• Some sections that duplicate the rules in the Book of Order have been deleted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 | P a g e  

 

 
T H I S  M O N T H  

 
June is Pride Month! Our Progressive Pride flag is back 
outside the Sanctuary entrance for the month of June!  
Over the years, the Pride flag has evolved to promote 
greater inclusion and recognize the many communities 
that celebrate Pride. 
 
You may be familiar with the rainbow-striped Pride flag. 
In recent years, this flag has been updated and expanded 
to represent the diversity of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, and Two-Spirit 
(LGBTQIA2-S) communities and the intersectionality with 
queer communities of color, who have at times been 
underrepresented – or outright ignored – within broader LGBTQIA2-S movements. 
 
In 2018, Daniel Quasar, an artist based in Portland, OR, designed the Progress Pride Flag. This flag incorporated the 
black and brown stripes of the earlier version of the rainbow flag in addition to pink, white, and blue stripes in 
reference to the Trans Pride Flag. The Progress Pride Flag has been celebrated by many in the LGBTQIA2-S 
community for its inclusivity. 
 

In 2021, Valentino Vecchietti designed an intersex-inclusive Pride flag, which 
includes a purple circle over a yellow triangle as a reference to the Intersex pride 
flag that was created in 2013 by Morgan Carpenter. Purple and yellow are used as 
intentional contrasts to blue and pink, which are typically thought of as gendered 
colors.  
 
 

FPCNC is a member congregation of Presbyterian Promise which advocates for full welcome and inclusion of the 
LGBTQ community in the church and in our larger society. They will have tables at different Pride events in 
Connecticut. If you would like to help out, Presbyterian Promise is tabling at 6 events this year, and would love to 
have you join them! Reach out to Presbyterian Promise at presbyterianpromise.org or visit their website at:  
https://presbyterianpromise.org/ if you’d like to help at their table or learn more. 
 
They will be at: 

Springfield (MA) Pride Parade & Block Party – Sat, June 6th, 12 – 6pm 
Pride Fest (Stamford) – Sat, June 6th, 10am – 2pm 
Norwalk/Fairfield Pride – Sat, June 13th, 2 – 8pm 
Hartford Pride - Sat, June 13th, 11am – 5pm (Pride on Pratt) 
Providence Pride – Sat, June 20th, 12 – 4pm 
West Hartford Pride – Sat, June 27th, 12 – 5pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://presbyterianpromise.org/
https://presbyterianpromise.org/
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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S  

 

A Celebration of Graduates of All Ages! We want to celebrate and recognize all those in our church community 
who have or are graduating this spring. Please contact Wendy in the church office (wendy@fpcnc.org or 203-966-
0002 ext 1) no later than Thursday, June 18 with the following details of the graduate (name, school, and 
degree/area of study) and we’ll add those details to a list which will appear in our bulletin. 
 

 
Starting on Sunday, June 21, our Labyrinth will be back in the Sanctuary for 
the summer. The Labyrinth is designed to lead one into private meditation 
and prayer via following the intricate path that takes us to the center. It’s not 
a maze, but a purposeful passage that may be entered into with gentle song, 
prayer, or quiet meditation. Walking the Labyrinth can be a meaningful and 
powerful practice for personal introspection and transformation. Instructions 
are posted or you can reach out to Scott or the Church office for guidelines. 
To help preserve the Labyrinth, we ask that you remove your street shoes, so 
please wear socks or bring your slippers from home. 

 
 

Heartfelt thanks from the Worship, Music and Fine Arts Committee 
Our sincere thanks to everyone who has stepped up over the past 
months to assist during Sunday morning Worship Services. We have a 
wonderful group of church members and friends who consistently sign 
up to usher, read, greet, prepare and serve Communion, carry the cross 
as well as helping with special church Services throughout the year.   
Thanks to your commitment to our church and the generous sharing of 
your time and talents, our Sunday morning Worship Services are 
enhanced by your presence and greatly appreciated by our church staff. 
It has been wonderful to have some new people step up to join the 
“worship team” and we thank you for joining us. It’s a great way to get 
to know some new church friends. 
 

The summer is a busy time for everyone with travel to visit family and friends and children home from school. But 
our Sunday morning services continue and we need your help. Please take a few minutes to go to our website 
(www.fpcnc.org), click on “SUNDAY WORSHIP VOLUNTEER!” on the bottom of the home page, and find a date(s) 
that works best for you. If you are not sure of your availability, check back often as we move through the summer. 
Your continued participation in serving on Sunday mornings is greatly appreciated. Please feel free to reach out to 
Jan Lucie, Armin Thies or Linda Martin with any questions or contact Wendy in the church office for help signing 
up. Our very best wishes to all for a safe and enjoyable summer. Enjoy the lovely weather and we look forward to 
seeing you on Sunday mornings!! 
The Worship, Music and Fine Arts Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wendy@fpcnc.org
http://www.fpcnc.org/
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L O O K I N G  A H E A D  
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F A M I L Y  M I N I S T R I E S  
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C O M M U N I T Y  
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C O M M U N I T Y   (Cont’d) 
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P R A Y E R S  A N D  C O N C E R N S  

 
Please keep the following people in your hearts.  
 

New prayers and concerns:  the family of George Drew (Sue Dishart’s brother) who passed away June 4 from a 
heart attack at 68. 
 

Continued prayers and concerns:  Judy Bentley; Mary Dillon (Barbara Wentzel’s sister) who had a stroke; Betty 
Drew (Sue Dishart’s mother); Kristen Englund recovering from transplant surgery; John Florio (Nik Brannan’s 
Grandfather, Mary Jane Brannan’s father); Chris Harris (Dede Trefts' lifelong and beloved friend) is in the last stage 
of a very long battle with cancer; Dan Hodges; Sue Hoffman (Peg and Sherm Bull’s friend) diagnosed with stage 4 
lung cancer; prayers of thanks for Jones Killian Holden at home (Taylor & Laura’s son and Lanah & John Holden’s 
grandson); David Johnson (Elsbeth Johnson’s son); Lou who has Pneumonia (Barbara Wentzel’s friend); Denise 
Lynch; Josephine Markell (Jim Riehl’s 106-year-old aunt); Missy (Sarah Robinson’s sister-in-law) and her two 
daughters, Lexi and Maggie. Missy has been diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer; John Robinson (Darlene Harmon’s 
brother) who has lung cancer; Mindy Starr-Pfahler (Wendy Starr’s cousin); Ken Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-
Ziance’s brother); J. Stuart Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s father). 
 

We continue to pray for the families and friends of the victims who have been affected by gun violence.   
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is our presence around the world when disasters happen. Through them we are 
on the ground around the world, responding to the enormous needs following wildfires, hurricanes and 
earthquakes and during war. PDA Giving: https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give 
 

PSNE Community Prayer: The faithful work of the PSNE Commission on Preparation for Ministry, and for its 
members: Sophie Beal, Kitty Brightwell, Ik Tae Kim, Susan Olson, and Joan Withers Priest. For our students under 
care and preparing for ministry - Kirk Louis, Mary Slattery, Young Wan Son, Yejee Park, Jinwha Lee, Heather Gordan, 
Kathryn Cooper, and Ji Hee Hyung. 
 
 

G R O W  I N  F A I T H  
 
 

If you know of someone in urgent need of mental 
health support, please remember the resource that our town has in the New Canaan Urgent Assessment 
Program. The town, in partnership with Silver Hill Hospital, is prepared to offer psychiatric assessment and tailored 
referral for ongoing care. The Program serves children, teens and adults who are New Canaan residents free of 
charge. To schedule an intake call, email NCUA@silverhillhospital.org or call Silver Hill Hospital admissions at 1-
866-542-4455 and indicate that you are asking about the New Canaan Urgent Assessment Program. For more 
details use this link: https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/ 

 
 

Pastoral Care Team:  
Do you know of someone who might appreciate a phone call or visit, someone who is 
lonely or mourning? Our congregation has a team of people who are ready to reach out 
to church members of all ages who are facing a life crisis. They may be in declining 
health, shut-ins, living in a care facility, grieving, or struggling with a significant change 
in their circumstances. Our Pastoral Care Team, made up of Ferial Aldag, Peg Bull, 
Debera Prosek, Ellen Sisson, Barbara Wentzel and The Rev. Mary Thies, is ready to 
provide pastoral care to church members who are dealing with such a situation. If you 
know of someone who could benefit from this ministry or if you have questions about 
the work of the team, please call the church office 203-966-0002 (ext 1). 
 

https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give
mailto:NCUA@silverhillhospital.org
https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of NEW CANAAN 
 
 
 

CALENDAR – UPCOMING WEEK 
 

 
 
 
 

CALENDAR – JUNE thru SEPTEMBER 
 

Friday, June 19, 11:00am Charles Cooper Memorial Service 

Sunday, June 21, 11:30am Fathers’ Day & Annual Ice Cream Social w/ Brownies 

Wednesday, June 24, 11:45am Men’s Gathering (In-Person Lunch with Marck Chmiel as Guest Speaker) 

Thursday, June 25, 11:00am Emily “Sandy” McKay Nissley Memorial Service 

Thursday, June 25, 7:00pm United in Harmony (Townwide Interfaith Service) 
 Celebrating Freedom of Religion and Diversity in America  
 (St. A’s in New Canaan)  Presented by Interfaith Council of NC 

Saturday, June 27, 9:30am NC 250 town parade (lumberyard lot step-off point) 

Sunday, June 28, 11:30am Adult Forum - Keith Simpson (New Canaan History) (light lunch and  
 childcare provided) 

Sunday, July 19, 11:30am  Annual Peaches on the Patio 

Sunday, September 13, 11:30am  RALLY DAY  

 

 

 

SUNDAY, June 7 
9 am             Music Rehearsals 
10 am           Worship Service and New Member  
                      Reception 
11:30 am     Coffee Hour 
 

MONDAY, June 8 
3:30, 4:30    Jumpin’ Jams (Barn) 
5 pm             NCCM Board Meeting (Common Rm) 
7 pm             Purple Heather Dancers 
 

TUESDAY, June 9 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30  Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn) 
10:30 am     Staff Leadership Weekly Meeting 
6:15 pm       Session Meeting (MANSE) 
8 pm             Men’s A.A. Group (closed) 
 

WEDNESDAY, June 10 
7 am            Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 
2-9 pm        Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 

THURSDAY, June 11 
7 pm            FPC Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 

FRIDAY, June 12 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 3:30, 4:30   Jumpin’ Jams (Barn) 
2-9 pm         Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
 

SATURDAY, June 13 
9 am             Goodwill Truck (FPC Parking Lot) 
9:15 am       A.A. Group (closed) 
10:30 am     A.A. Group (open) 
1 pm             Wilton Studios–Spring Recitals (Sanctuary) 
 

SUNDAY, June 14 
9 am             Music Rehearsals 
10 am           Worship Service and Installation/Ordination  
                      of Elders and Deacons 
11:30 am     Coffee Hour and Congregational Special Mtg 
1 pm             Wilton Studios–Spring Recitals (Sanctuary) 
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THOSE PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE: 
 

The First Presbyterian Church Choir with:  
 

Lisa Flanagan – soprano, Jaime Ratcliffe, Jennifer O’Neill – alto, Nikolas Brannan, Evan McCormack – tenor,  

Devin Mitchell – bass 

 

Lay Reader:  Chris Cluett 

Ushers:  Jim Ely and Paul Martin 

Communion Preparer:  Mary Lee Lesko 

Communion Servers:  Linda Martin and Jennifer Van de Graaf 

 

MINISTERS 
The Entire Congregation 

 

OUR PASTORS 
The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor • The Reverend Mary Marple Thies, Parish Associate 

 
 

2025-2026 SESSION ELDERS AND DEACONS 
SESSION ELDERS 

Bob Spangler and Jennifer Van de Graaf (Co-Clerks) • Barb Achenbaum • Tom Butterworth • Jim Ely 
Angela Johnson • Nancy LaBadie • Janet Lanaway • Jan Lucie • Mark Magnusen • Bonnie Peterson  

Mike Peterson • Charlie Sulkowski (Youth) • Steve Van de Graaf • Patty von Jena • Stephan von Jena 
 

DEACONS 
Dan Mason and Kathy Edwards (Co-Moderators) • Ferial Aldag • Sue Benko • Carole Clarkson • Chris Cluett  

Sue Dishart • Lisa Flanagan • Terence D. Flanagan (Youth) • Julie Fowler • Jo Ann Nerenburg • Debera Prosek  
 

OUR STAFF 
Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts • Jim Riehl, Business Administrator  

Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director • Wendy Starr, Office Manager  
Emily Johnson, Communications Assistant • Kate and Matt Ziance, Operations Managers 

Terence D. Flanagan, Sunday Audio Technician 
 
 
 

SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
 

 
 

Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram: 

 
 

DONATE: 
 
 

FPC YouTube Channel: 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN6ar2AUqiXmUnDmAPG61KA
https://www.facebook.com/FPCNC/
https://www.instagram.com/firstpresnewcanaan/?fbclid=IwAR2aXLUXiFehHnsqhGnekPfXjQmIErgDsn6IHeTFKuzV1gF-sXMrixQqtlo

