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Grace and peace to you, and welcome!  
As you prepare for Worship, please sign the red welcome pad found at the center of each aisle  

so that we will know you worshipped with us. Then pass it to your neighbor.  
The last person to sign the pad should pass it back to the center of the aisle.  

 
 

*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT.  
 
 

T HE GAT HERING  
 
Prelude:                                                     Allegro (from Concerto No. 1, Opus 11)                                        Richard Strauss 

 

Terence D. Flanagan – French horn 
 
 

We suggest you allow the music to bring you into a meditative spirit and  
the quiet stirrings of the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart and mind for worship.  

 

*Call to Worship (based on Acts 2:1-4)                   The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
        

Leader: All together in one place; 
All:   they heard the rush of a violent wind; 
Leader: it filled the entire house. 
All:   Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared and rested on each of them; 

they were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Leader: Come, let us worship the Lord,  
All:   Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
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*Hymn No. 289:                               On Pentecost They Gathered                                                            Munich 
 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements                                                  The Rev. Scott Herr 
 
Blessing for our Younger Disciples                                             Leah Saulsberry 
 
 



3 | P a g e  

 

 
Call to Confession                        Chris Cluett 

 

Leader: God’s Spirit is alive and at work among us, gathering us for worship, calling us to return to God 
through prayer, praise and confession. Let us pray together. 

 
Confession of Sin (unison)                                         Chris Cluett 
 

Spirit of the Living God, we admit that too often we prefer to stay behind locked doors and wait. 
You call us to act boldly, but fear keeps us quiet and timid. We confess our lack of courage, 
splintered by uncertainty and second-guessing. Forgive us for all the times we shrink from your 
call. Embolden us to dream beyond what we know and imagine the world as beloved community. 
Let your Spirit fill us, and empower us to declare your goodness and love for all. Grant that we 
might be Christ’s body with steady conviction. Guided by your Holy Spirit, help us to embody the 
values and ethics of your kingdom… 

 

  (silence for personal reflection and repentance…) 
 

Leader:   In Jesus’ name we pray. 
All: Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon (Acts 2:21)                     Chris Cluett 
 

Leader: The good news is declared to you this day, that “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 

All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made righteous. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri  

 

 

 

 
 
*Passing of the Peace                         Chris Cluett 
 

Leader:   The first words of the risen Christ to his followers were, “Peace, be with you.” May the peace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All:  And also with you.  
Leader: Please share Christ’s peace with one another. 
 
Congregation greets one another and shares the peace of Christ.  

 
 

 

 



4 | P a g e  

 

 
T HE WORD 

 

Prayer for illumination (unison)                       Chris Cluett 
 

Open our hearts and minds by the power of your Spirit, Holy God, that we might hear and receive 
the message you intend for us today. Amen. 
 

First Lesson – Acts 2:1-21                    Chris Cluett & Ferial Aldag 
    

1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God's deeds of power.’ 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’  
 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through 
the prophet Joel: 17“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will 
pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs 
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.  

 
Second Lesson – John 20:19-23                The Rev. Barbara Esterly 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’ 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.’   

  

Leader: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                                 What does this mean?              The Rev. Scott Herr 
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RESPONDING TO T HE  WORD   

 
Confirmation                      The Rev. Scott Herr 
                                                                                                                        

Thomas Michael Godina 
                                                                            

Minister: Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”    

 

 Confirmation is the church recognizing and affirming the mustard seed of faith in those who have come 
of age and want to confirm the faith of the vows made at baptism. God gives us faith to trust in Jesus 
Christ. By water and the Holy Spirit, we are made members of the church, the body of Christ, and joined 
to Christ’s ministry of love, justice, and peace. As we celebrate confirmation this day, let us remember 
our own baptism with joy. 

 

Presentation for Reaffirmation of Baptism                            Jennifer Van de Graaf 
Elder:  Thomas Godina is presented by the Session to make his public profession of faith, reaffirming the 

baptismal covenant into which he was baptized. We rejoice with you as you claim again the 
promises of God which are yours through your baptism and rejoice in your desire to declare your 
faith, and to share with us in our common ministry. Do you desire to have your faith confirmed? 

Candidate: I do. 
 

Profession of Faith                  The Rev. Barbara Esterly 
Minister: Thomas: In baptism you were claimed by God, marked as Christ’s own forever, and  joined to his body 

by the Holy Spirit. You come to us then, not as a stranger, but as a friend in Christ and member of the 
household of God. We rejoice that you now desire to join this congregation in the worship and 
mission of the church. Please answer the following questions:  

    

Minister: Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its 
power in the world? 

Candidate: I do. 
Minister: Who is your Lord and Savior? 
Candidate: Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 
Minister:  Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love? 
Candidate: I will. 
Minister:      Will you devote yourself to the church’s teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers? 
Candidate: I will. 

 
*The Congregation’s Covenant                                                                                                    The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 

Minister:  Do you, as members of the Church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture this young man, 
and by word and deed, with love and prayer, will you encourage him to know and follow Christ and 
be a faithful member of his Church? 

All: We do and we will. 
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Minister: Then with the whole Church, let us confess our faith together. 
All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
    

 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
 born of the Virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, dead, and buried;  
 he descended into hell;  
 the third day he rose again from the dead;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
    

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;  
 the forgiveness of sins;  
 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Confirmand                     The Rev. Scott Herr 
Minister: O Lord, uphold Thomas by your Holy Spirit. Daily increase in him your gifts of grace: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Candidate: Amen. 
 

Welcome                                                                                Jennifer Van de Graaf 
Elder: Through his baptism and confirmation, Thomas is now received into the communicant membership 

of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
All: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us in the ministry of Christ, for we are 

all one in Christ. Amen! 
Elder: Go and serve the Lord! 
All: Thanks be to God! 

 
*Affirmation of Faith – Hymn No. 280:    Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us                                                      Ebenezer 
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Prayers of the People                        The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                                                                                   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Call for the Offering                  The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

Leader: God’s Spirit is among us making all things new. Let us participate in this new creation by offering our 
gifts to God. 

 
Offertory:                                             Peace I Leave with You                                            Walter L. Pelz    
 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
       (John 14:27) 

 

FPCNC Choir 
 
*Doxology (No. 606)                             Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                     Old Hundredth   

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                        Chris Cluett 
 

You give with open hands, Most Generous God, sharing gifts as seed to sow. We gather these 
offerings, asking only that they might take root and flourish — to tend your Kingdom, to nurture 
your beloved community. Let our acts be not merely ritual but a commitment: a shaping of the 
world in your image, one generous gesture at a time. Amen.  
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S E N D I N G  
 

*Hymn No. 296:                                          Go in Grace and Make Discipled                                            Wondrous Light  
 

 

 

 

 

 
           
*Benediction                                                                                      The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

*Choral Amen 
 

*Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

*Postlude:                                   Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten, BWV 642                   Johann Sebastian Bach                       
(He who will suffer God to guide him, from Orgelbüchlein) 

 
 

CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274 
 
 

We encourage you to stay for the musical conclusion of our Worship together. 
 
 

Then join us in the Common Room after Worship  
for a time of fellowship, coffee/tea and snacks.  
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T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P  
 

Welcome to Worship with the First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan on this Pentecost Sunday when we 
celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh and the birth of the church. Today we also have the privilege 
of welcoming into the communicant membership of the church Thomas Godina who has been meeting with Scott 
weekly since October to learn about who we are, what we believe and how we live out our faith. Please pray for 
Thomas as he takes this step of faith, as confirmation is not a destination, but a gateway to a lifetime of following 
the way of Jesus. We will also remember how the Spirit comes to us and leads us out of ourselves to be for others, 
sharing our faith in word and deed.  We are glad you are with us today, and pray that you will experience the grace 
of God’s welcome, and be spiritually refreshed and socially reoriented for the week ahead. 
 

Sunday School! Join us as we explore Bible stories and all our questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the 
world around us. We will explore these themes through discussion, crafts, music, and other visual media. Children 
begin Worship in the Sanctuary with their families then following the Blessing for Young Disciples, we move to our 
Sunday School classes upstairs in the Bliss House and then return to the Sanctuary towards the end of Worship. 
 

If your child is participating in Sunday School, please fill out this very short form so that we have up-to-date family 
contact numbers, and you can provide us with any information about your child that will help us minister to them: 
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents 
 

Adults or older teens who want to come be part of the fun of Sunday School, we need you! Join us and bring your 
own sense of wonder and joy as we learn together what it means to be part of God’s big family. Let us know of your 
interest by filling out this form: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25, or reach out to Leah 
Saulsberry at leahs@fpcnc.org. 

 

Children are warmly welcome to stay in Worship! For children who stay during Worship, the Pray-Ground can be 
found in the area in front of the back pew bench. The Pray-Ground is a designated place in the Sanctuary where 
young children can experience worship through age-appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep 
them engaged in what is happening. We will continue to rotate books and coloring materials on an ongoing basis. 
Although it can seem counter-intuitive to adults, children are often able to process what they hear more effectively 
when they have something to do with their hands. 
 

Any child worshipping in the Pray-Ground should bring their grown-up with them to the Pray-Ground. Including 
young children in Worship can sometimes feel a little daunting, especially on days when they’re feeling a little extra 
fidgety, but we don’t need to be discouraged from keeping children in the Sanctuary. There are many important 
things that children learn while in Worship, even when we’re not sure if they’re paying attention.  
 

Young children learn by observing the adults around them. Children acquire the “language” of worship by listening 
to and observing the words the adults around them say, much like how they learn their native tongue. Quite simply, 
children learn to worship by regularly being in Worship. So families with little ones should feel free to worship 
together in the Pray-Ground! 
 

FPCNC also offers childcare during our Sunday Service provided by Saturnina Greaves and Lizz Reyes from Wee 
Care Nanny Agency. Our Nursery is located just off our Common Room vestibule down the long hall from the 
Sanctuary and is available between the hours of 8:45–11:30am. Parental and guardian sign-in is required and we 
do ask that you pick up your child promptly after the Service. 
 

Have a prayer request? Prayer Cards are located in the back of the church adjacent to the Sanctuary entrance. 
Before worship, please give the completed Prayer Card to either Scott, Mary or one of the Ushers. These requests 
will be included in our Prayers of the People for that Sunday. You will have the option to exclude your prayer from 
the communal prayer if you prefer. All prayers will be held and prayed over in confidence. Any questions or 
concerns, please contact Mary (marythies75@gmail.com). 

 

https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25
mailto:leahs@fpcnc.org
mailto:marythies75@gmail.com
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  F A I T H  O F  T H O M A S  M I C H A E L  G O D I N A  

 

I, Thomas Godina, believe that faith exists to guide me and help me throughout life. I believe that God is the creator 
of all things, including me, heaven, and earth. I believe that He loves everyone and everything unconditionally. I 
believe that God's word was passed down through Jesus Christ, His only Son, and that Jesus' teachings were written 
in the books of the Bible. I believe it is right to love everyone as you would love your neighbor and to help anyone 
in need. I believe that every person was made in God's image, even if they look different from one another. I believe 
that the Church is not simply a place, but a community of people who come together to worship and grow in faith. 
I truly believe in all of this yet I wonder about space and other planets and if God created them too. I want to 
continue growing in my faith and living by these beliefs throughout my life. 
 

John 20:29 
29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet have come to believe.’  
• This scripture seems applicable to where I am in my faith journey. I have many questions, yet my heart 

compels me to believe. 
 

Psalm 91 - Assurance of God’s Protection 
1You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
2will say to the LORD, ‘My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.’ 
3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence; 
4he will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and 

buckler. 
5You will not fear the terror of the night, or the arrow that flies by day, 
6or the pestilence that stalks in darkness, or the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
7A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 
8You will only look with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. 
9Because you have made the LORD your refuge, the Most High your dwelling-place, 
10no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. 
11For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 
12On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 
13You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 
14Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know my name. 
15When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them and honour 

them. 
16With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my salvation. 
• This Psalm makes me think of the poem “Footprints in the Sand” which reminds me that God is my 

protector and is always with me. 
 

Isaiah 40:31 – God’s People are Comforted 
31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
• This passage is another reminder of God’s comfort and that with trust in God we can find the strength to 

endure and continue on in faith even in hard times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Ps/91/#PSA.91.9!f.1
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A B O U T  T O D A Y ’ S  M U S I C  

 
On this Pentecost Sunday, we hear music for the French horn composed by Richard Georg Strauss (1864-1949), a 
German composer and conductor known for his tone poems and operas. A leading figure of the late Romantic and 
early Modern era, and a successor to Richard Wagner and Franz Liszt, he combined, along with his friend Gustav 
Mahler, subtleties of orchestration with an advanced harmonic style. A prominent conductor in Western Europe 
and the Americas, Strauss enjoyed quasi-celebrity status as his compositions became standards of orchestral and 

operatic repertoire. In 1882–83, Strauss wrote his Horn Concerto No. 1 in E♭ major, Op. 11 in two versions, one for 
piano accompaniment and one with an orchestra. The horn part is the same. The premiere with piano 
accompaniment was given in 1883 at Munich, and that with orchestral accompaniment in 1885 at Meiningen. In 
1942, towards the end of his life, Strauss wrote a second horn concerto. 
 

Our FPCNC Choir’s offertory anthem is composed by Dr. Walter L. Pelz (b. 1926), a longtime Bethany College music 
professor and renowned Lindsborg musician. Dr. Pelz’s career at Bethany College began in 1969 when he taught 
theory, composition, piano, and organ, directed choirs, and was the College Organist. He was named the Billue-
Burnett Distinguished Professor of Music, a position he held until he took early retirement in 1989 to devote more 
time to composing and performing. Dr. Pelz regularly performs recitals and in festivals and appears as a clinician for 
organ and choral workshops throughout the United States. Dr. Pelz has composed several hundred works and is 
affiliated with nine publishers.  
 

Our organ postlude is music composed by Johann Sebastian Bach (1650-1785), music from his Orgelbüchlein (Little 
Organ Book), BWV 599−644, a set of 46 chorale preludes for organ. Bach's apparent plan was for a collection of 164 
settings of chorale tunes sung during the Church year so that each part of the year was represented. However, only 
46 of these were completed. The manuscript, which is now in the Staatsbibliothek, leaves a number of tunes as 
missing or "ghost" pieces. The title page reads: Little Organ Book: In which a beginning organist receives given 
instruction as to performing a chorale in a multitude of ways while achieving mastery in the study of the pedal, since 
in the chorales contained herein the pedal is treated entirely obbligato. In honour of our Lord alone that my fellow 
man his skill may hone. Composed by Johann Sebastian Bach, Capellmeister to his Serene Highness the Prince of 
Anhalt, Cöthen. 
 
 
 
 

T H I S  W E E K  @  F P C  
 

FPC Office Hours 
- Monday, May 25 – OFFICE CLOSED – MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY 

- Tuesday, May 26 – Friday, May 29  (9:00am – 4:30pm) 
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T H I S  W E E K  @  F P C   (Cont’d) 

 
The next Men’s Zoom Gathering is this Wednesday, May 27 at 7:00am. 
We will discuss another challenging subject, immigration, from a biblical 
perspective as well as our own. What is God’s will and word for us in 
regard to prudent immigration laws, personal or national hospitality to 
immigrants, church engagement, and to governmental laws and 
policy? Who is our neighbor? Who are ‘the least of these?’ What is a 
home, a nation? How should a nation balance mercy and security? 
Importantly, we will focus on some biblical references on immigration, 
legal and illegal immigrants, aiding immigrants, defining our neighbor, and relevant national security and cultural 
concerns. And, we must also consider Truth and Justice as we focus on Love.  
 

We could start with the basic affirmation that our biblical ancestors were refugees and immigrants—and that 
biblically—we are all aliens, strangers, and refugees. Demographically, many families on the east coast, and certainly 
New England, have histories of immigrant ancestors going back as far as the 1600’s. Many families may be first or 
second generation immigrants. So, we are all connected to immigration from some point.  
 

Let’s share our perspectives on those subjects. Once again, we can only ‘scratch the surface.’ We should not be 
disappointed if we do not identify new solutions, but we can have a broad discussion, and, hopefully, our Christian 
fellowship will be edifying for everyone. 
 

Please get your morning coffee and your Bible and participate in our Zoom call. Contact Wendy 
wendy@fpcnc.org or Mark Magnusen mmagnusen@yahoo.com for the Zoom link to join the discussion. We look 
forward to seeing and sharing with you then! 
 

mailto:wendy@fpcnc.org
mailto:mmagnusen@yahoo.com


14 | P a g e  

 

 
L O O K I N G  A H E A D  

 
Congregational Special Meeting on Sunday, June 14 @ 11:30am in the Common Room. Join us at 11:30am to (1) 
review and vote on revisions to the church’s bylaws (most are non-substantive, although included are amendments 
to conform the bylaws to the current Book of Order, allowing for electronic participation in meetings, clarifications 
on terms of office, etc.); (2) get the details on our 2026 Capital Campaign (materials to come in early June) and (3) 
hear about the  findings from the Holy Cow Church Survey. A light lunch and childcare will be provided. 
 

The participation level on the Holy Cow! Church Survey was amazing. Roughly 97% of our regular attendees 
responded, which is a tremendous response rate. During the Congregational Meeting we will distill the survey 
results into a 30-minute presentation.  
 

Once you have seen the top-line data, you will be invited to various listening circles we will offer in July, August and 
early September (to provide timing flexibility during the summer vacation season). While all the survey information 
was anonymous, some of you may wish to participate more in the dialogue and the Session would love to hear your 
thoughts in person.  
 

The intention is that by the end of the listening sessions we will have heard the qualitative commentary and add 
that to the quantitative data to inform our strategic plan for the church moving forward. Thank you again for coming 
with us on this journey and please ask any questions you may have of any member of Session.  
 

The vote on revisions to the church’s bylaws, as articulated below. A few copies of the revised Bylaws are in the back 
of the Sanctuary – please see one of the Ushers. 
 

Substantive Differences Between the Proposed Bylaw Revision and the Present Bylaws 
 

The Bylaw Revision: 

• Provides for electronic participation in congregational meetings 

• Changes sections of the bylaws to conform to the present Book of Order 

• Clarifies the voting procedure for election of elders and deacons 

• Clarifies the terms of office for elders and deacons 

• Explicitly grants the Session and Board of Deacons permission to establish their own special rules of order 

for their meetings. 

Non-substantive Differences 

• The language has been simplified. 

• The intended meaning of sections has been made more explicit. 

• The number of redundancies within the bylaws has been reduced. 

• Some sections that duplicate the rules in the Book of Order have been deleted. 
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L O O K I N G  A H E A D   (Cont’d) 
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F A M I L Y  M I N I S T R I E S  
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C A N T A T A  8 0  @  F P C  –  S A V E  T H E  D A T E  
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C O M M U N I T Y  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Or REGISTER HERE: 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=zzKfTw_lCk6Vy9yJxEKiHDffl7YbsGhLmB4_VkxcQNlUQ
VRWTVg5Vzc3TE8wWFlEQzVXNjBEN081NC4u&route=shorturl 

 
 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=zzKfTw_lCk6Vy9yJxEKiHDffl7YbsGhLmB4_VkxcQNlUQVRWTVg5Vzc3TE8wWFlEQzVXNjBEN081NC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=zzKfTw_lCk6Vy9yJxEKiHDffl7YbsGhLmB4_VkxcQNlUQVRWTVg5Vzc3TE8wWFlEQzVXNjBEN081NC4u&route=shorturl
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C O M M U N I T Y   (Cont’d) 
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C O M M U N I T Y   (Cont’d) 
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P R A Y E R S  A N D  C O N C E R N S  

 
Please keep the following people in your hearts.  
 

Continued prayers and concerns:  Judy Bentley; Mary Dillon (Barbara Wentzel’s sister) who had a stroke; Betty Drew 
(Sue Dishart’s mother); Kristen Englund recovering from transplant surgery; Chris Harris (Dede Trefts' lifelong and 
beloved friend) is in the last stage of a very long battle with cancer; Dan Hodges; Sue Hoffman (Peg and Sherm Bull’s 
friend) diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer; Jones Killian Holden in NICU (Taylor & Laura’s son and Lanah & John 
Holden’s grandson); David Johnson (Elsbeth Johnson’s son); Denise Lynch; Josephine Markell (Jim Riehl’s 106-year-
old aunt); Missy (Sarah Robinson’s sister-in-law) and her two daughters, Lexi and Maggie. Missy has been diagnosed 
with Stage 4 cancer; Anne Palmer recovering from shoulder surgery; Howard Palmer; John Robinson (Darlene 
Harmon’s brother) who has lung cancer; Mindy Starr-Pfahler (Wendy Starr’s cousin); Ken Stringfellow (Kate 
Stringfellow-Ziance’s brother); J. Stuart Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s father). 
 

We continue to pray for the families and friends of the victims who have been affected by gun violence.   
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is our presence around the world when disasters happen. Through them we are 
on the ground around the world, responding to the enormous needs following wildfires, hurricanes and earthquakes 
and during war. PDA Giving: https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give 
 

PSNE Community Prayer: For United Presbyterian Church, its Members, Session, Seekers, and the Community of 
Milford, CT.  
 
 
 

G R O W  I N  F A I T H  
 
 

If you know of someone in urgent need of mental health 
support, please remember the resource that our town has in the New Canaan Urgent Assessment Program. The 
town, in partnership with Silver Hill Hospital, is prepared to offer psychiatric assessment and tailored referral for 
ongoing care. The Program serves children, teens and adults who are New Canaan residents free of charge. To 
schedule an intake call, email NCUA@silverhillhospital.org or call Silver Hill Hospital admissions at 1-866-542-4455 
and indicate that you are asking about the New Canaan Urgent Assessment Program. For more details use this link: 
https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/ 

 

 
 

Pastoral Care Team:  
Do you know of someone who might appreciate a phone call or visit, someone who is 
lonely or mourning? Our congregation has a team of people who are ready to reach out 
to church members of all ages who are facing a life crisis. They may be in declining 
health, shut-ins, living in a care facility, grieving, or struggling with a significant change 
in their circumstances. Our Pastoral Care Team, made up of Ferial Aldag, Peg Bull, 
Debera Prosek, Ellen Sisson, Barbara Wentzel and The Rev. Mary Thies, is ready to 
provide pastoral care to church members who are dealing with such a situation. If you 
know of someone who could benefit from this ministry or if you have questions about 
the work of the team, please call the church office 203-966-0002 (ext 1). 
 
 
 
 

https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give
mailto:NCUA@silverhillhospital.org
https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of NEW CANAAN 
 
 
 

CALENDAR – UPCOMING WEEK 
 

 
 
 
 

CALENDAR – JUNE thru SEPTEMBER 
 

Wednesday, June 10, 7:00am Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 

Sunday, June 14, 11:30am  Congregational Special Meeting (w/ light lunch & childcare) 

   Holy Cow Survey presentation and Adopt Revised By-Laws 

Sunday, June 21, 11:30am  Fathers’ Day & Annual Ice Cream Social w/ Brownies 

Wednesday, June 24, 11:45am Men’s Gathering (In-Person Lunch and Speaker) 

Thursday, June 25, 7:00pm  United in Harmony – Celebrating Freedom of Religion and Diversity in  
                                                                     America (St. A’s in New Canaan)  Presented by Interfaith Council of NC 

Saturday, June 27, 9:30am  NC 250 town parade (lumberyard lot step-off point) 

Sunday, July 19, 11:30am   Annual Peaches on the Patio 

Sunday, September 13, 11:30am  RALLY DAY  

 

 

 
 
 

SUNDAY, May 24 
9 am             Music Rehearsals 
10 am           Worship Service & Confirmation 
11:30 am     Coffee Hour 
 

MONDAY, May 25 

OFFICE CLOSED – MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY  
7 pm             Purple Heather Dancers 
 

TUESDAY, May 26 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30  Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn) 
10:30 am     Staff Leadership Weekly Meeting 
7 pm             Guitar Jam (Common Room) 
8 pm             Men’s A.A. Group (closed) 
 

WEDNESDAY, May 27 
7 am            Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 
2-9 pm        Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
6 pm            RAM Council program (Common Room) 
7:30 pm      Holden Evening Prayer (St. Michael’s) 

THURSDAY, May 28 
3:30 pm      Special Church 
7 pm            FPC Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
7 pm            Open Mic Night (Common Room) 
 

FRIDAY, May 29 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 3:30, 4:30   Jumpin’ Jams (Barn) 
2-9 pm         Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
 

SATURDAY, May 30 
9:15 am       A.A. Group (closed) 
10:30 am     A.A. Group (open) 
2-5 pm         Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
 

SUNDAY, May 31 
9 am             Music Rehearsals 
10 am           Worship Service 
11:30 am     Coffee Hour 
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THOSE PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE: 
 

The First Presbyterian Church Choir with:  
 

Lisa Flanagan – soprano, Jamie Ratcliffe – alto, Nikolas Brannan – tenor, Cliff Townsend – bass 
 

Greeter:  Linda Martin and Jennifer Van de Graaf 

Lay Readers:  Ferial Aldag, Chris Cluett, and The Rev. Barbara Esterly 

Ushers:  Mark Chmiel and Paul Martin 
 
 

MINISTERS 
The Entire Congregation 

 

OUR PASTORS 
The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor • The Reverend Mary Marple Thies, Parish Associate 

 
 
 
 

2025-2026 SESSION ELDERS AND DEACONS 
SESSION ELDERS 

Bob Spangler and Jennifer Van de Graaf (Co-Clerks) • Barb Achenbaum • Tom Butterworth • Jim Ely 
Angela Johnson • Nancy LaBadie • Janet Lanaway • Jan Lucie • Mark Magnusen • Bonnie Peterson  

Mike Peterson • Charlie Sulkowski (Youth) • Steve Van de Graaf • Patty von Jena • Stephan von Jena 
 

DEACONS 
Dan Mason and Kathy Edwards (Co-Moderators) • Ferial Aldag • Sue Benko • Carole Clarkson • Chris Cluett  

Sue Dishart • Lisa Flanagan • Terence D. Flanagan (Youth) • Julie Fowler • Jo Ann Nerenburg • Debera Prosek  
 

OUR STAFF 
Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts • Jim Riehl, Business Administrator  

Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director • Wendy Starr, Office Manager  
Emily Johnson, Communications Assistant • Kate and Matt Ziance, Operations Managers 

Terence D. Flanagan, Sunday Audio Technician 
 
 
 

SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
 
 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram: 

 
 

DONATE: 
 
 

FPC YouTube Channel: 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN6ar2AUqiXmUnDmAPG61KA
https://www.facebook.com/FPCNC/
https://www.instagram.com/firstpresnewcanaan/?fbclid=IwAR2aXLUXiFehHnsqhGnekPfXjQmIErgDsn6IHeTFKuzV1gF-sXMrixQqtlo

