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Grace and peace to you, and welcome!  
As you prepare for Worship, please sign the red welcome pad found at the center of each aisle so that we will 

know you worshipped with us. Then pass it to your neighbor. The last person to sign the pad should pass it back 
to the center of the aisle. We suggest you prayerfully allow the silent, sacred space of where you are, and the 

quiet stirrings of the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart and mind for Worship.  
 

 
*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT.  
 
 

T HE GAT HERING  
 
Prelude:                                                                Toccata in A Minor                                              Mary G. McCleary       
 

English Handbell Choir 
 
*Welcome and Call to Worship                 The Rev. Scott Herr 
        

Leader: “Hosanna!” They shouted.  
All:   “Save us!” 
Leader: “Hosanna!”  
All:   We’re shouting. “Save us!” 
Leader: Savior, ride into our hearts again; 
All:   wash us with excitement and hope, 
Leader: give us a reason to praise 
All:   and to shout again, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
All:   Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
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*Processional Hymn No. 196:    All Glory, Laud, and Honor                                 Valet will ich dir geben                    
 

Waive Palms at the singing of the Refrain 
 

 
 

Blessing for our Younger Disciples                                        Leah Saulsberry 
 
 



3 | P a g e  

 

 
Call to Confession             Cindy Graziano 
 

Leader: When we say, “We don’t sin,” we deny who we are. But when we say, “There’s no way out,” we 
deny who God is. Trusting that God’s grace is more powerful than our sin, let us confess our sins 
together. 

 
Confession of Sin (unison)                                          Cindy Graziano 
 

Holy Christ, we confess that amidst all the Palm Sunday crowds, we find ourselves in more 
turmoil than triumph. Our world is in chaos. We are just trying to keep our heads down. Our 
faith is unsteady. Our wisdom is eroding. Our resolve is shaken. Our mercy is hardening. Our 
hope is weakening. Come again and save us from these sins. Give us strength to follow you, our 
humble Savior, our wise fool, our all in all. 

 

(silence for further individual reflection and repentance…) 
 

Leader:   In Jesus’ name we pray. 
All: Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon                        Cindy Graziano 
 

Leader: Hear this truth: Jesus has set his face toward the cross. Nothing we can do can deter him. He has 
determined that we are worth saving. By the power of the Cross, by the power of God’s wondrous 
love, we are forgiven.  So, hear and believe the good news: 

All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made righteous. Amen! 
 
*Gloria Patri  

 

 

 

 
 
 

*Passing of the Peace (from John 14:27)                       Cindy Graziano 
 

Leader:   At his last supper, Jesus told his followers, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you."  May 
the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People:  And also with you.  
Leader: Please share Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

Congregation greets one another and shares the peace of Christ  
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T HE WORD 

 

Prayer for illumination (unison)                        Cindy Graziano 
 

Holy Spirit, share with us your wisdom; gift us with your hope; sustain us with your truth. Be in 
our hearing and our thinking, that through the words of Scripture we might hear your Word to 
us. Amen. 
 

First Lesson – Zechariah 9:9-10                                              Cindy Graziano 
    

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the warhorse from Jerusalem; and the battle-bow 
shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.  

 
Anthem:                         Hosanna to the Son of David                                               J. H. Ossewaarde         
 

Hosanna to the Son of David:  
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

FPCNC Choir 
 

Second Lesson – Matthew 21:1-11                  The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything 
to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ 4This took place 
to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 5‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your 
king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went 
ahead of him and that followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 10When he entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11The crowds were saying, ‘This is 
the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 

  

Leader: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                                     Two Donkeys                            The Rev. Scott Herr 
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RESPONDING TO T HE  WORD   

 
Affirmation of Faith – Hymn No. 197:       Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                                                            Ellacombe 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayers of the People                         The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                                                                                   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
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our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Call for the Offering                            The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

Leader: In a village there were two donkeys, and the Lord needed them. Strange request, and stranger 
choice, but the Lord needed them. You never know what God needs. You never know what God 
can use. In addition to our tithes and offerings, this morning we bring for God’s use our One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering and our items for the Food Bank. Trusting that God can use all this, let us 
commit our time, talent and treasure to the work of the Prince of Peace in the world. 

 
Offertory Anthem:           Hosianna dem Sohne David (from Biblischsche Sprüche, erste Folge)       

George Philipp Telemann 
Hosianna dem Sohne David! Hosanna thou Son of David! 
Gelobet sei, Blest is He 
der da kommt in dem  who comes 
Namen des Herrn. In the name of the Lord. 
Hosianna in der Höhe. Hosanna in the highest.  

 

FPCNC Choir 
 
*Doxology (No. 606)                           Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                  Old Hundredth   

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                    Cindy Graziano 
 

Holy One, we cannot offer you great treasures as the world measures them. Here is what we 
have at hand; cloaks and palm fronds to line your path, food to feed your children, funds to help 
bring safety, sustenance and hope to our brothers and sisters. Accept our gifts, and transform 
them, that we may share in your great work of peace and love. Amen. 

 
 

S E N D I N G  
 

*Hymn No. 198:                                      Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!                                                  St. Drostane 
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*Benediction                                                                                 The Rev. Scott Herr 
 
*Choral Amen 
 
*Ringing of the Church Bell 
 
*Postlude:                                                         The Modal Trumpet                 Frederick Karam 

 
 
 

CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274 
 
 

 T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P  
 

Welcome to Worship on this Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week and the triumphal entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem. Today we are reflecting on what kind of King Jesus claimed to be, and why the strange manner of 
riding on two donkeys Matthew records. Through the gospel lesson and the passage from Zechariah, we will 
wrestle with what it means to claim Jesus as Lord today, and why this day begins what is called Jesus’ Passion.  
We are glad you are worshipping with us, and pray you will experience the grace of God’s welcome and be 
spiritually refreshed and socially reoriented for this Holy Week. 
 

Sunday School! Join us as we explore Bible stories and all our questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and 
the world around us. We will explore these themes through discussion, crafts, music, and other visual media. 
Children begin Worship in the Sanctuary with their families then following the Blessing for Young Disciples, we 
move to our Sunday School classes upstairs in the Bliss House and then return to the Sanctuary towards the end 
of Worship. 
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T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P    (Cont’d) 

 
If your child is participating in Sunday School, please fill out this very short form so that we have up-to-date family 
contact numbers, and you can provide us with any information about your child that will help us minister to 
them: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents 
 

Adults or older teens who want to come be part of the fun of Sunday School, we need you! Join us and bring your 
own sense of wonder and joy as we learn together what it means to be part of God’s big family. Let us know of 
your interest by filling out this form: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25, or reach out to Leah 
Saulsberry at leahs@fpcnc.org. 

 
Children are warmly welcome to stay in Worship! For children who stay during Worship, the Pray-Ground can 
be found in the area in front of the back pew bench. The Pray-Ground is a designated place in the Sanctuary 
where young children can experience worship through age-appropriate worship materials and tools that will help 
keep them engaged in what is happening. We will continue to rotate books and coloring materials on an ongoing 
basis. Although it can seem counter-intuitive to adults, children are often able to process what they hear more 
effectively when they have something to do with their hands. 
 

Any child worshipping in the Pray-Ground should bring their grown-up with them to the Pray-Ground. Including 
young children in worship can sometimes feel a little daunting, especially on days when they’re feeling a little 
extra fidgety, but we don’t need to be discouraged from keeping children in the Sanctuary. There are many 
important things that children learn while in Worship, even when we’re not sure if they’re paying attention. 
Young children learn by observing the adults around them. Children acquire the “language” of worship by 
listening to and observing the words the adults around them say, much like how they learn their native tongue. 
Quite simply, children learn to worship by regularly being in Worship. So families with little ones should feel 
free to worship together in the Pray-Ground! 
 

FPCNC also offers childcare during our Sunday Service provided by Saturnina Greaves and Lizz Reyes from Wee 
Care Nanny Agency. Our Nursery is located just off our Common Room vestibule down the long hall from the 
Sanctuary and is available between the hours of 8:45–11:30am. Parental and guardian sign-in is required and 
we do ask that you pick up your child promptly after the Service. 
 

Have a prayer request? Prayer Cards are located in the back of the church adjacent to the Sanctuary entrance. 
Before worship, please give the completed Prayer Card to either Scott, Mary or one of the Ushers. These requests 
will be included in our Prayers of the People for that Sunday. You will have the option to exclude your prayer 
from the communal prayer if you prefer. All prayers will be held and prayed over in confidence. Any questions or 
concerns, please contact Mary (marythies75@gmail.com). 

 
 

Cents-Ability – The Cents-ability jar is in the hallway on the way to the Common Room. Please 
drop your spare change into the jar either on the way to Coffee Hour or whenever you’re at 
church. You can also take home a small cents-ability bank to collect change. All change 
collected will be donated to the New Canaan Food Pantry. Thank you for your continued 
support to the New Canaan Food Pantry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25
mailto:leahs@fpcnc.org
mailto:marythies75@gmail.com


9 | P a g e  

 

 
A B O U T  T O D A Y ’ S  M U S I C  

 

This morning, our English Handbell Choir rings during our prelude music by Mary Gilkeson McCleary (1920-2017). 
She was an accomplished organist, pianist, and handbell musician and enjoyed a long, rich career in music 
ministry. Mrs. McCleary graduated as valedictorian from Westminster Choir College in Princeton, NJ, earning a 
Bachelor of Music in 1941. Her first position was Organist-Director at The Congregational Church of Naugatuck, 
CT where she served over thirty years. She also served in music ministry at the Congregational Church, Painesville,  
OH, the First Baptist Church, Waterbury, CT, the United Church of Christ, Southbury, CT, and the First 
Congregational Church, Watertown, CT. She was a well-known, popular composer of music for handbells and 
served as the Chairman of Area I of the New England Guild of English Handbell Ringers when it merged with the 
the newly formed American Guild. This made her the first Chairman of Area I of the AGEHR, Inc. She served as 
the Chairman for four years and then became President of the National organization (1979-81). She led 
workshops and seminars and conducted handbell festivals in the United States, Canada and Japan. She also had 
served as Dean of the Waterbury Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. 
 

Our FPCNC Choir’s anthem is compsed by Georg Philipp Telemann (1681-1767), a German Baroque composer 
and multi-instrumentalist. He is one of the most prolific composers in history, at least in terms of surviving works. 
Telemann was considered by his contemporaries to be one of the leading German composers of the time, and 
he was compared favourably both to his friend Johann Sebastian Bach, who made Telemann the godfather and 
namesake of his son Carl Philipp Emanuel, and to George Frideric Handel, whom Telemann also knew personally. 
Almost completely self-taught in music, he became a composer against his family's wishes. He held important 
positions in Leipzig, Sorau, Eisenach, and Frankfurt before settling in Hamburg in 1721, where he became Musical 
Director of that city's five main churches. As part of his duties, he wrote a considerable amount of music for 
educating organists under his direction. This includes 48 chorale preludes and 20 small fugues (modal fugues) to 
accompany his chorale harmonisations for 500 hymns. His music incorporates French, Italian, and German 
national styles, and he was at times even influenced by Polish popular music. He remained at the forefront of all 
new musical tendencies, and his music stands as an important link between the late Baroque and early Classical 
styles. The Telemann Museum in Hamburg is dedicated to him. 
 

Our offertory anthem is music composed by Jack Herman Ossewaarde (1918-2004). Jack Ossewaarde was the 
Organist of New York City's Calvary Episcopal Church from 1948 (following Harold Friedell when HF went to St. 
Bartholomew’s) until 1953 when he left for Houston to be Organist and Choirmaster of Christ Church Cathedral 
and Organist and Program Annotator of the Houston Symphony Orchestra under Leopold Stowkowski. When 
Friedell died in 1958, the Rev. Terence J. Finlay, Rector of St. Bartholomew’s, called Ossewaarde to succeed 
Friedell again, and he stayed at St. Bartholomew’s for 24 years until he retired in 1982. He lived in Stamford, 
Conn., and was the Conductor of the Greenwich Choral Society for several years early in his New York tenure. In 
his retirement he substituted for several local churches, including Christ’s Church in Rye, New York, and Saint 
Luke’s Parish in Darien, Conn. 
 

Our organ postlude is composed by Frederick Karam (1926-1978), organist, choir conductor, trombonist, singer, 
and teacher. Bachelor of Music (Toronto) 1950, Associate of the Royal Conservatory of Music (1950), Doctor of 
Music (Toronto) 1953. He went to school in Ottawa, then studied at the University of Toronto and at the Toronto 
Conservatory of Music with Gerald Bales, S. Drummond Wolff, and Healey Willan. For his doctorate he submitted 
his cantata for choir and orchestra, Lazarus. He was Organist-Choirmaster 1950-78 at St Elijah Syrian Orthodox 
Church in Ottawa, and conducted 1955-65 the Ottawa Choral Society and, for eight years, an Ottawa Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation orchestra. He also directed the Toronto Opera Lovers' Group and gave theory and voice 
lessons. He taught harmony/counterpoint, composition, and voice 1962-78 at the University of Ottawa, and 
when the Music Dept was established there in 1969 he took on the position of Academic Secretary. His 
compositions include Modal Trumpet, heard this morning; Poem for Strings, Scherzo for piano, and; for organ, 
Gigue and Divertimento. He also wrote a ballet for children and the sound tracks for three films. 
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C O N G R E G A T I O N  A S S E S S M E N T  T O O L  ( C A T )  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are partnering with HolyCow Consulting to help plan our future! You are all encouraged to participate in our 
congregational assessment. This assessment will provide a clear picture of who we are as a church and what 
directions are most important for our future. The tool we'll use is the Congregation Assessment Tool (CAT), 
which will provide key indicators of our congregational health along with areas of challenge and potential growth. 
 

You should have received an email with a unique link to our Congregational Assessment. If you haven't taken it 
yet, we encourage you to carve out 25 minutes this week to complete it. Your voice matters! The deadline to 
complete it is Friday, April 3. Here’s the link if you didn’t receive an email: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fpcnewcanaanct 
 

Folks from the Assessment Committee will be helping members of our congregation to complete this survey–
stop by the CAT Assessment Desk in the Common Room today and each Sunday during Coffee Hour until Sunday, 
March 29 to get assistance, pick up a hard copy of the survey or ask questions. 
 

What the CAT helps us do: 
• Understand our church's health: Get a vital read-out on the current state of our congregation. 
• Chart our future course: Gain a sense of where our members believe the church should be heading. 
• Celebrate our unique identity: Receive a clear description of our church as a distinct body of people. 

 

Please set aside enough time to answer ALL the questions in ONE sitting. There are 96 questions, and this 
assessment will take about 25 minutes to fill out. All survey responses are strictly anonymous.  
 

Thank you for helping to build FPCNC’s future. If you have questions, please contact Wendy in the church office 
at wendy@fpcnc.org and/or call us at 203-966-0002 ext. 1.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fpcnewcanaanct
mailto:wendy@fpcnc.org
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T H I S  W E E K  @  F P C  
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T H I S  W E E K  @  F P C  

 
FPC Office Hours:  

Monday, March 30 – Thursday, April 2:   9:00am – 5:00pm 

Friday, April 3:  Office Closed 
  

 
Wednesday Weekly Bible Studies, led by Darlene Harmon, meets every Wednesday from 10:00am-11:30am. 
We are currently studying Genesis. Please come at 9:45am to share a cup of tea/coffee and snack in the 
Parlor/Library. We hope you can come join us! Everyone is invited! 
 
 

 
 
Deadline is this week (March 31) to 
donate towards Easter Flowers that will 
decorate our Sanctuary for Easter. 
Please email or call Wendy in the office 
(wendy@fpcnc.org / 203-966-0002 ext 
1) to confirm details and your donation 
amount. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wendy@fpcnc.org
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N E X T  S U N D A Y  
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N E X T  S U N D A Y  (Cont’d) 
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O N E  G R E A T  H O U R  O F  S H A R I N G  

 

Today is the last day our congregation is collecting a special offering for 
One Great Hour of Sharing for Lent. Around the world, millions of people 
lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, 
and opportunity. The work done in support of the causes supported by 
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) — disaster, hunger, poverty, climate 
change, and immigration/migration and refugees — serves individuals and 
communities in need. This work provides people with safety, sustenance, 
and hope. This Offering helps to improve the lives of people in these 
challenging situations. To donate online, use the QR code located in the 
bulletin insert or in the below photo. You can also donate using the 
envelope included in your bulletin starting today or they are available at 
the Usher’s table throughout the season of Lent.  

 
 

L E N T E N  F O O D  D R I V E  
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M I S S I O N  &  O U T R E A C H  

 
 

Volunteer for New Covenant Center! 
Cooks and Servers are still needed for: 

- Sat, April 4th 
- Sat, May 2nd 

 

Can you help with prepping and/or serving a meal at New Covenant Center in 
Stamford, CT? We still need help and are looking for 2-3 people to help cook 
the meal from 2:00-4:00pm on Saturday, April 4. Sign up here 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-newcovenant, or 
contact Wendy in the church office or Steve Van de Graaf at 
stevevdg01@gmail.com for additional information. Mark your calendars and 
reserve your spots for Fall NCC cooking and serving on Saturdays Sept 9, Oct 3 
and Nov 7.  
                   Photo (L to R):  Stan Jaworowski, Paul Van de Graaf, 
               Allison Gurley, and Tom Emmons 
 
 

S A V E  T H E  D A T E  
 

 
 
 

 

 

Spring Cleaning! Goodwill collection truck will 
be here on Saturday, April 11 from 9:00am-
1:00pm in the FPCNC parking lot. Bring 
donations of clothing, furniture, and 
household items in good condition. Receipts 
for tax purposes will be available. Goodwill 
Industries provides vocational services for 
people with disabilities and special needs. 
(The Goodwill truck is here every 2nd 
Saturday of each month until November 14.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-newcovenant
mailto:stevevdg01@gmail.com
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E  (Cont’d) 

 
 

Please join us for an easy, Spring stroll on wide, smooth pathways, 
great for kids through seniors and every age in between! 
 

WHERE: Greenwich Point Park/Tod's Point 
WHAT: A Spring gathering for congregants and friends to commune 
along the Sound and view the shoreline, inlets, and beautiful specimen 
trees. 
WHEN: Saturday, April 18th 

9:00am – Meet at the church parking lot 
9:15-9:45am – Carpool to Tod's Point 
10:00-11:00am – Walk/Stroll 2.5 miles (~6,000 steps) with grand 

views of NYC skyline/Long Island Sound 
11:00-11:45am – Celebrate community with coffee and treats 

hosted by Congregational Life 
11:45-12:15am – Carpool back to church lot 

 

Join us!! For those who may be concerned with the number of steps, 
we're happy to bring a wheelchair to stroll with you! Update: As of 
March 31 dogs are unfortunately not welcome. 
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E  (Cont’d) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars and invite family and friends to the 52nd annual event – 
Sunday, May 3rd. Come share the pageantry of the Mount Kisco Scottish 
Pipes & Drums band, the grace and joy of Scottish Highland Dancers, the tartans 
and kilts, the shortbread and haggis, and a fellowship meal! Great fun for young 
and old, including a Bouncy Castle and lawn games! For additional information 
or to join the Scottish Sunday Committee, please contact Nancy Lowman 
LaBadie nancydllabadie@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nancydllabadie@gmail.com
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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S  

 
Congratulations to Terence D. Flanagan who recently 
won 2nd place in the Bedford Free Library's 18th 
Annual High School Writing Contest! Judging the 
contest were local authors Fran Hauser, owner of 
Bedford Books and Lauren Acampora, American 
novelist and short story writer. 
 

You can read his work of fiction along with the work of 
the other finalists at https://bedfordfreelibrary.org/ 
 

Pictured is Terence receiving his award from Alix 
Townley, Young Adult Librarian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

News from the Worship, Music and Fine Arts Committee 
With the arrival of Spring, our journey towards Easter Sunday continues. We are thankful to those who continue 
to sign up to assist during Sunday morning worship. However, we are always in need of ushers, greeters, readers 
and communion servers as we continue through April following Easter and then move into the month of 
May.  Please consider logging into Sign-Up Genius found on the church website (www.fpcnc.org) to find a Sunday 
that works for you. To find out more about how you can help, please speak with Jan Lucie, Linda Martin or Armin 
Thies of the Worship Committee or call Wendy in the church office.  
SIGN UP here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
 

We are grateful for all your kind assistance and always welcome new participation! 

 
 

https://bedfordfreelibrary.org/
http://www.fpcnc.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
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S T E W A R D S H I P  P L E D G E  2 0 2 6  
Many thanks to the individuals and families that have pledged their support to First Presbyterian Church for 2026. 
Your participation is very much appreciated. Thanks to all!  The Stewardship Committee 

Barbara Achenbaum  Doug and Serena Gillespie Andrew and Victoria Mezo 

Robert and Ferial Aldag Mike and Kristie Godina Jo Ann Nerenburg 

Charles and Cynthia Altchek Claudia and lee Godina Tom Nissley 

Jim and Dede Bartlett Len and Cindy Graziano Julie Nixon 

Peter and Cory Bayer Jen Gulden Katie O'Brien 

Jim and Barbara Beall Drew and Allison Gurley Howard and Anne Palmer 

George and Patricia Benington Nick and Gigi Guthrie Traci Pascarella 

Sue Benko Cindy Hagopian Michael and Bonnie Peterson 

David and Judy Bentley Karen Hanson Marlene Powers 

Evelyn Bergstrom Darlene Harmon Michael and Julie Reeves 

Scott Beyer and Allison Gray Linda Harrison Jim and Denise Riehl Jr. 

Anna Mae Bondor Jeannie Hart Charles and Sarah Robinson 

Christopher Bondor Scott and Kim Herr Rebecca Roth 

Kate Brambilla Dan Hodges Barbara Schneider 

Dennis and Mary Jane Brannan Trip and Julia Hoffman Judy Schurman 

Gloria Bridgman Richard and Cathy Hollingsworth Carolyn Scott 

Anne Brownley Peggy Hooker Sue Sherwood 

Sherman and Peg Bull Lynn Jackson  Stephen and Marian Sieke 

Tom and Libby Butterworth Peggy Jay Keith Simpson and Debera Prosek 

Betsy Carter Jeniam Foundation Ellen Sisson 

Mark and Renee Chmiel Paul and Angela Johnson Nell Smith 

Chan Koo Chung William Knobloch Bob Spangler and Joanne Powell 

Carole Clarkson Mark and Brett Kristoff Lennox and Elizabeth Stuart III 

Chris Cluett Bob and Nancy LaBadie Alex and Jan Sulkowski 

George Conner John and Ruth Laird Sherry Tate 

Margaret Cooper Janet Lanaway Dennis and Carol Taylor 

Warner Depuy Jim and Mary Lee Lesko Armin and Mary Thies 

Joan Dionne Henry Levinsky Kate Trotman 

Susan Dishart Ed and Melody Libonati Mike and Caroline Turpin 

Kathy Edwards Janet Lindstrom Steve and Jennifer Van de Graaf 

Jim and Lis Ely Morgan and Jessica Lister David Van Dyke 

Thomas Emmons Brian Lombardi & Natasha Moore Homero and Lynne Villarreal 

Harold and Valerie Erichs Jim and Jan Lucie Norma von Jena 

Mike Farrell Stephen and Lisa MacKenzie Stephan and Patty von Jena 

Mimi Findlay Mark Magnusen Gretchen Watkins 

Peter and Sally Finnican Paul and Linda Martin Barbara Wentzel 

Terry and Lisa Flanagan Dan Mason Katie White 

Ted Foster Marcia McCrum Bev Wilburn 

Julie Fowler and David Viklund Dan and Dede McEvoy Eva Wingate 

Jennifer Frazer Katherine Megrue Smith Peter and Kristina Woods 

Maxine Gaddis Suzanne Megrue Rick and Trish Worden 

Andrew and Lisa Gifford Steve and Joyce Mella  
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U P C O M I N G  C O N C E R T S  @  F P C  

 

 
 
 

 

On Friday, April 24th at 7:30pm, Charis Chamber 
Voices will perform their final concert of the season. 
Accompanied by FPCNC's own Terence J. 
Flanagan, Songs of Democracy marks the approaching 
250th anniversary of the United States through music 
that reflects the American spirit and the many voices 
that shape it. From the folk sounds of Zion’s Walls and 
Shenandoah to the powerful poetry of Dylan Thomas 
in John Corigliano’s Fern Hill, this program explores 
themes of memory, hope, and community. Works by 
Howard Hanson, Roy Ringwald, André Thomas, Randall 
Thompson, and Cecil Effinger draw on American texts 
and ideals, offering moments of reflection, 
celebration, and gratitude for the freedoms we share. 
FPCNC staff singers Nik Brennan, Lisa Flanagan and 
Devin Mitchell are part of the group. You might also 
see a colonial soldier (Terence D. Flanagan) as you pass 
through the doors. Charis's famous wine and cheese 
reception will follow each concert. Obtain your tickets 
via the QR code to the left or at the door. Thank you 
for your support! 
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C O M M U N I T Y  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Let’s Talk, New Canaan! On Saturday, May 16 from 9am-12pm at the Lapham 
Center, the New Canaan Clergy Association will host a unique community 
conversation designed to bridge divides and strengthen our town. Guided by 
Rev. Dr. Allen Hilton, participants from across political perspectives will engage 
in a respectful “Life Swap” practice—listening deeply to one another’s stories 
and convictions. This missional outreach invites neighbors to move beyond 
labels, build empathy, and rediscover the power of connection. You  are 
invited and encouraged to join this hopeful morning of dialogue, 
understanding, and community renewal. Facilitators from the "House United" 

movement:https://houseunitedmovement.org/ 

 
After attaining a Yale Ph.D. in New Testament Studies, Rev. Dr. Allen R. Hilton taught New Testament on the 
faculty of Yale Divinity School in the late 1990s and early 2000s. He then turned to church ministry, adding a 
decade of popular Bible teaching and preaching to lay people and pastors in churches across the country. From 
2016 to the present, Dr. Hilton flies around the U.S. to help people build community across lines of political, 
theological, and ethnic difference as the Executive Director of House United (non-profit) and the Director of the 
Institute for Missional Studies at Covenant Presbyterian Church (USA) in Austin, TX. His books include a scholarly 
treatment of Acts 4 called Illiterate Apostles: Uneducated Early Christians and the Literates Who Loved 
Them and A House United: How the Church Can Save the World. Dr. Hilton lives in Austin with his beloved wife 
Liz and has two sons at liberal arts colleges in CT. 

https://houseunitedmovement.org/
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C O M M U N I T Y    (Cont’d) 

 
 

New Canaan Announces America250 New Canaan 
Celebration 
As the nation prepares to commemorate the 250th 
Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, 
the Town of New Canaan is launching a community-
wide celebration to honor this historic milestone. 
 

The New Canaan 250th Planning Committee is 
organizing a series of events from June 14 through 
November 11, 2026, highlighting the Town’s 
history, civic leadership, and enduring community 
spirit as part of America’s Semiquincentennial 
celebration. 
 

Local organizations, businesses, and community 
groups are invited to participate by hosting events 
and activities that reflect New Canaan’s rich 

heritage and patriotic tradition. An official America250 New Canaan Calendar has been created to feature all 
participating events throughout the celebration period, offering residents and visitors numerous opportunities 
to engage in this once-in-a-generation commemoration. 
 

The calendar is available on the Town of New Canaan website New Canaan 250th Activities 
 

Signature Events – Two major community-wide events anchor the celebration: 
 

• NC250 Parade – June 27, 2026, at 9:30am (Rain date: June 28, 2026, 1:00pm) For more information on 
the parade contact Parade Co-Chair Lisa Melland at (203) 966-5016. 

• Fourth of July Fireworks Spectacular – July 4, 2026, at Waveny Park. Tickets will go on sale in June! 
 

The parade and fireworks celebration are expected to draw residents of all ages and serve as signature moments 
of the America 250 observance in New Canaan. 
 

Community members and businesses interested in supporting America 250 New Canaan may contribute in two 
ways: 
 

1) Supporting the Celebration Donate Online via PayPal here: 
https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/MZNXVGA2F3Q6G 

 

2) Financial Contributions Tax deductible donations may be made through the New Canaan Chamber of 
Commerce Charitable Foundation by mailing a check to:  New Canaan Chamber of Commerce PO Box 214 
New Canaan, CT 06840 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/MZNXVGA2F3Q6G
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P R A Y E R S  A N D  C O N C E R N S  

 
Please keep the following people in your hearts.  
 

New prayers and concerns:  Anne Palmer as she recovers from shoulder surgery 
 

Continued prayers and concerns:  Judy Bentley; Amber Lowman Bullen, CMDR US Navy (Nancy LaBadie’s niece 
and goddaughter); Mary Dillon (Barbara Wentzel’s sister) who had a stroke; Betty Drew (Sue Dishart’s mother); 
Kristen Englund recovering from transplant surgery; Chris Harris (Dede Trefts' lifelong and beloved friend) is in 
the last stage of a very long battle with cancer; Bonnie Hicks (Barbara Wentzel’s close friend) is seriously ill and 
in the hospital; Dan Hodges; Sue Hoffman (Peg and Sherm Bull’s friend) diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer; David 
Johnson (Elsbeth Johnson’s son); for the family of Anne Kniffin who died March 5; for the family of Debbie Lanza 
who died suddenly at 70 on Sunday, March 8 (Len and Cindy’s niece); Denise Lynch; Josephine Markell (Jim Riehl’s 
106-year-old aunt); Missy (Sarah Robinson’s sister-in-law) and her two daughters, Lexi and Maggie. Missy has 
been diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer; Sandy Nissley; Howard Palmer; for the family and friends of Vive Palmer, 
Maxine’s cousin, who died on March 18; John Robinson (Darlene Harmon’s brother) who has lung cancer; Mindy 
Starr-Pfahler (Wendy Starr’s cousin); Ken Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s brother); J. Stuart Stringfellow 
(Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s father); Homero Villareal. 
 

We continue to pray for the families and friends of the victims who have been affected by gun violence.   
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is our presence around the world when disasters happen. Through them we are 
on the ground around the world, responding to the enormous needs following wildfires, hurricanes and 
earthquakes and during war. PDA Giving: https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give 
 

PSNE Community Prayer: For Providence Presbyterian Church, its Members, Session, Seekers, and the 
Community of Providence, RI.  

 
 

G R O W  I N  F A I T H  
 
 

If you know of someone in urgent need of mental 
health support, please remember the resource that our town has in the New Canaan Urgent Assessment 
Program. The town, in partnership with Silver Hill Hospital, is prepared to offer psychiatric assessment and 
tailored referral for ongoing care. The Program serves children, teens and adults who are New Canaan residents 
free of charge. To schedule an intake call, email NCUA@silverhillhospital.org or call Silver Hill Hospital admissions 
at 1-866-542-4455 and indicate that you are asking about the New Canaan Urgent Assessment Program. For 
more details use this link: https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/ 
 
 

Pastoral Care Team:  
Do you know of someone who might appreciate a phone call or visit, someone who is 
lonely or mourning? Our congregation has a team of people who are ready to reach out 
to church members who are facing a life crisis. They may be in declining health, shut-ins, 
living in a care facility, grieving, or struggling with a significant change in their 
circumstances. Our Pastoral Care Team, made up of Ferial Aldag, Peg Bull, Debera Prosek, 
Ellen Sisson, Barbara Wentzel and The Rev. Mary Thies, is ready to provide pastoral care to church members who 
are dealing with such a situation. If you know of someone who could benefit from this ministry or if you have 
questions about the work of the team, please call the church office 203-966-0002 (ext 1). 

 
 

https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give
mailto:NCUA@silverhillhospital.org
https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of NEW CANAAN 
 

CALENDAR – UPCOMING WEEK 

 

CALENDAR – APRIL Thru MAY 

Monday, April 6  Office Closed 

Saturday, April 11, 9am-1pm  Goodwill Donation Truck (FPC Parking Lot) 

Sunday, April 12, 11:30am   Adult Forum – Daniel DeLoma (Waveny LifeCare)  

                             “Meditative Heartbeat Therapy” 

Tuesday, April 14, 7:00pm  Session Meeting (Common Room) 

Wednesday, April 15, 6:30pm RAM Council (Common Room) 

Thursday, April 16, 12:00pm New Canaan Rotary Lunch/Meeting (Common Room) 

Thursday, April 16, 3:00pm  New Canaan Chamber Music Concert 

Friday, April 17, 7:00pm  New Canaan Chamber Music Concert 

Sunday, April 19, 11:30am   Adult Forum – Gina Blum, Executive Director of Staying Put in New Canaan 

Sunday, April 24, 4:00pm  Charis Chamber Voices Concert 

Sunday, April 26, 11:30am  New Members’ Orientation Class (Parlor) 

Thursday, April 23, 7:00pm  Open Mic Night 

Saturday, May 2, 2:00-6:00pm New Covenant Center (Prep and Serve Meals) 

Sunday, May 3, 10:00am  Scottish Heritage Sunday 

Sunday, May 10, 3:00pm  Orchestra Lumos Concert (Rescheduled from February 22) 

Tuesday, May 12, 7:00pm  Session Meeting (Common Room) 

Thursday, May 28, 7:00pm  Open Mic Night 

 

SUNDAY, March 29 
9 am             Music Rehearsals 
10 am           Worship Service – Palm Sunday 
11:30 am     Coffee Hour 
 

MONDAY, March 30 
2-9 pm        Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
3:30, 4:30   Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn)  
7 pm            Purple Heather Dancers 
 

TUESDAY, March 31 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30  Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn) 
10:30 am    Staff Leadering Weekly Meeting 
8 pm            Men’s A.A. Group (closed) 
 

WEDNESDAY, April 1 
10:00 am   Weekly Bible Study 
1 pm           Pastoral Care Team Meeting (Parlor) 
2-9 pm       Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
 

THURSDAY, April 2 
3:30 pm     Special Church 
6 & 8 pm   FPC Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
7 pm          Maundy Thursday Service 

FRIDAY, April 3 

Office Closed 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 3:30, 4:30   Jumpin’ Jams (Barn) 
2-9 pm         Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
6 pm             Good Friday Community Service  
                      (@ St. Michael’s Lutheran Church of NC) 
 

SATURDAY, April 4 
9:15 am       A.A. Group (closed) 
10 am           Easter Musicians Rehearsals 
10:30 am     A.A. Group (open) 
2-6 pm         New Covenant Center (Prep & Serve meals) 
2-5 pm         Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
 

SUNDAY, April 5 
7 am             Sunrise Service (Memorial Garden) 
8 am             Music Rehearsals 
10 am           Worship Service – Easter Sunday 
11:30 am     Coffee Hour 
11:30 am     Easter Egg Hunt 
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THOSE PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE: 
 

The First Presbyterian Church Choir with:  
 

Lisa Flanagan – soprano, Jaime Ratcliffe – alto, Nikolas Brannan – tenor, Devin Mitchell – bass 

 

Greeters:  Sue Benko and Janet Lanaway 

Lay Reader:  Cindy Graziano 

Ushers:  Jim Beall and Mark Chmiel 

Cross Bearer:  Stephan von Jena 

 
 

MINISTERS 
The Entire Congregation 

 

OUR PASTORS 
The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor • The Reverend Mary Marple Thies, Parish Associate 

 
 
 
 

2025-2026 SESSION ELDERS AND DEACONS 
SESSION ELDERS 

Bob Spangler and Jennifer Van de Graaf (Co-Clerks) • Barb Achenbaum • Tom Butterworth • Jim Ely 
Angela Johnson • Nancy LaBadie • Janet Lanaway • Jan Lucie • Mark Magnusen • Bonnie Peterson  

Mike Peterson • Charlie Sulkowski (Youth) • Steve Van de Graaf • Patty von Jena • Stephan von Jena 
 

DEACONS 
Dan Mason and Kathy Edwards (Co-Moderators) • Ferial Aldag • Sue Benko • Carole Clarkson • Chris Cluett  

Sue Dishart • Lisa Flanagan • Terence D. Flanagan (Youth) • Julie Fowler • Jo Ann Nerenburg • Debera Prosek  
 

OUR STAFF 
Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts • Jim Riehl, Business Administrator  

Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director • Wendy Starr, Office Manager  
Emily Johnson, Communications Assistant • Kate and Matt Ziance, Operations Managers 

Terence D. Flanagan, Sunday Audio Technician 
 
 

SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
 
 

 
 

Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram: 

 
 

DONATE: 
 
 

FPC YouTube Channel: 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN6ar2AUqiXmUnDmAPG61KA
https://www.facebook.com/FPCNC/
https://www.instagram.com/firstpresnewcanaan/?fbclid=IwAR2aXLUXiFehHnsqhGnekPfXjQmIErgDsn6IHeTFKuzV1gF-sXMrixQqtlo

