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Christmas Eve • Lessons and Carols 
 

Grace and peace to you, and welcome!  
As you prepare for worship, please sign the red welcome pad found at the center of each aisle so that we will 

know you worshipped with us. Then pass it to your neighbor. The last person to sign the pad should pass it back 
to the center of the aisle. We suggest you prayerfully allow the silent, sacred space of where you are, and the 

quiet stirrings of the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart and mind for worship.  
 
 
*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT.  
 

T HE GAT HERING  
 
Prelude:                                                Prelude and Fugue in D minor, BWV 539                        Johann Sebastian Bach 

 Krissy Teng - harp 
  

                                            Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                     Arranged by Susan Rucker 
English Handbell Choir 

 
Call to Worship                                                                                                                          The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 

 

Minister: On this holy night,      
People: we remember the mystery of the incarnation of God’s love in Jesus. 
Minister: On this holy night, 
People: we go again to Bethlehem to see the babe born in a manger. 
Minister: On this holy night, 
People: we gather to hear again the tidings of a great joy. 
Minister: For unto us, a child is born, Emmanuel, 
People: and we give thanks and worship to our Lord. 
  In the name of the One who is our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer! 

 
*Carol No. 133                                                      O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                     Adeste Fideles 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels; 
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; sing all ye citizens of heaven above: “Glory to God in the highest” 
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
Welcome and Announcements                                                                                                        The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle                                                                                         Audrey and Layla Magnesen 
 

Reader:  Advent, our season of waiting, is over! We have with expectation, anticipation and preparation 
waited for the arrival of the Christ child, looking through the darkness for our light to come. 
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For four weeks, we have watched for the star to guide us on our journey to the Christ Child. And 
we have lit candles, reminding us of the hope, peace, joy, and love God has gifted to us." 
(Light all four Advent candles.)  
 

Each week another candle glowed, and our wreath shone more brightly.  Tonight, we light the 
Christ candle, the candle which represents our morning star, Jesus, the light of the world. It is the 
center of our wreath, just as Jesus is the center of our lives. (Light the Christ candle.)  
 

The waiting is over, and Jesus is born! Let us pray together… 
 

All:  Thank you, God, for the gifts of hope, peace, joy, and love. Our hearts sing with praise to you 
for your many blessings upon us. At this happy season we rejoice that Jesus has come to light 
our way. By his birth and life, he shows us that we are your people – that we are your beloved 
children.  Help us to remember Christmas all year long, as we share with this world the gifts you 
have given to us. Amen.   

 
Anthem:                                          Wolcum Yole!                                                          Benjamin Britten 
 

Wolcum, Wolcum, 
Wolcum be thou hevenè king, 
Wolcum Yole! 
Wolcum, born in one morning, 
Wolcum for whom we sall sing! 
 

Wolcum be ye, Stevene and Jon, 
Wolcum, Innocentes every one, 
Wolcum, Thomas marter one, 
Wolcum be ye, good Newe Yere, 
Wolcum, Twelfthe Day both in fere, 
Wolcum, seintes lefe and dare, 
Wolcum Yole, Wolcum Yole, Wolcum! 
 

Candelmesse, Quene of Bliss, 
Wolcum bothe to more and lesse. 
Wolcum, Wolcum, 
Wolcum be ye that are here, Wolcum Yole, 
Wolcum alle and make good cheer. 
Wolcum alle another yere, 
Wolcum Yole. Wolcum!

 

FPCNC Choir, Krissy Teng - harp 
 

First Lesson from Genesis 3:8–15; 17–19                                                                                                   Andrew Gifford 
 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head. 
 

The man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and they hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But 
the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I heard the sound of you in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." Then the Lord God 
said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I  
 



4 | P a g e  

 

 
ate." The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals 
and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.  
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your 
head, and you will strike his heel.” And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it’, cursed is 
the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall 
bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return 

 
Anthem:                                        There is no Rose                                                     Benjamin Britten 

There is no rose of such vertu 
As is the rose that bare Jesu. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

For in this rose conteinèd was 
Heaven and earth in little space, 
Resmiranda, Resmiranda. 
 

By that rose we may well see 
There be one God in persons three, 
Pares forma, pares forma. 
 

The aungels sungen the shepherds to: 
Gloria in excelsis,Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gaudeamus, Gaudeamus. 
 

Leave we all this werldly mirth, 
And follow we this joyful birth. 
Transeamus, Transeamus, Transeamus. 
 

FPCNC Choir, Krissy Teng – harp 
 

Second Lesson from Genesis 22:15–18                                                                                                 Lisa Gifford  
 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, "By myself I have sworn, 
says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed 
bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on 
the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all 
the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice." 

 
*Carol No. 145                                                          What Child Is This                                                            Greensleeves 

 
What child is this, who, laid to rest On Mary's lap, is sleeping?  
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping?  
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:  
Haste, haste to bring him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 
 
 
 



5 | P a g e  

 

 
Third Lesson from Isaiah 9:2; 6–7                                                     Max Gifford 
 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior. 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

   
Anthem:                                                                    As dew in Aprille                                                       Benjamin Britten 

I sing of a maiden 
That is makèles: 
King of all kings 
To her son she ches. 
 

He came al so stille 
There his moder was, 
As dew in Aprille 
That falleth on the grass. 
 

He came al so stille 
To his moder’s bour, 
As dew in Aprille 
That falleth on the flour. 
 

He came al so stille 
There his moder lay, 
As dew in Aprille 
That falleth on the spray. 
 

Moder and mayden 
was never none but she; 
Well may such a lady 
Goddes mother be.     

 

FPCNC Choir, Krissy Teng – harp  

 
Fourth Lesson from Isaiah 11:1–3a; 4a; 6–9                                                  Andrew Gifford 
 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the 
Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. With righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall 
lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
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Anthem:                                           This Little Babe                                                   Benjamin Britten 
 

This little Babe so few days old, 
Is come to rifle Satan’s fold; 
All hell doth at his presence quake, 
Though he himself for cold do shake; 
For in this weak unarmèd wise 
The gates of hell he will surprise. 
 

With tears he fights and wins the field, 
His naked breast stands for a shield; 
His battering shot are babish cries, 
His arrows looks of weeping eyes, 
His martial ensigns Cold and Need, 
And feeble Flesh his warrior’s steed. 
 

His camp is pitchèd in a stall, 
His bulwark but a broken wall; 
The crib his trench, haystalks his stakes; 
Of shepherds he his muster makes; 
And thus, as sure his foe to wound, 
The angels’ trumps alarum sound. 
 

My soul, with Christ join thou in fight; 
Stick to the tents that he hath pight. 
Within his crib is surest ward; 
This little Babe will be thy guard. 
If thou wilt foil thy foes with joy, 
Then flit not from this heavenly Boy. 
 

FPCNC Choir, Krissy Teng – harp 
 

Fifth Lesson from the Gospel of Luke 1: 26–35; 38                                                       Lisa Gifford 
 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 
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*Carol No. 112                                            On Christmas Night All Christians Sing                                        Sussex Carol 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sixth Lesson from Luke 2:1; 3–7                                                                     Max Gifford 
 

St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went 
to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
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Anthem:                                                                 In Freezing Winter Night                                             Benjamin Britten 
 

Behold, a silly tender babe, 
in freezing winter night, 
In homely manger trembling lies 
Alas, a piteous sight! 
 

The inns are full; no man will yield 
This little pilgrim bed. 
But forced he is with silly beasts 
In crib to shroud his head. 
 

This stable is a Prince’s court, 
This crib his chair of State; 
The beasts are parcel of his pomp, 
The wooden dish his plate. 
 

The persons in that poor attire 
His royal liveries wear; 
The Prince himself is come from heav’n; 
This pomp is prizèd there. 
 

With joy approach, O Christian wight, 
Do homage to thy King, 
And highly praise his humble pomp, 
wich he from Heav’n doth bring.  

 

FPCNC Choir, Allison Gray – soprano, Nikolas Brannan – tenor, Krissy Teng – harp 
 

Seventh Lesson from Luke 2:8–16                                                                                         The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

The shepherds go to the manger. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 
Anthem                                                                                Deo Gracias                                                   Benjamin Britten 
 

Deo gracias! Deo gracias! 
Adam lay i-bounden, bounden in a bond; 
Four thousand winter thought he not too long. 
 

Deo gracias! Deo gracias! 
And all was for an appil, an appil that he tok, 
As clerkès finden written in their book. 
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Deo gracias! Deo gracias! 
Ne had the appil takè ben, the appil takè ben 
Ne haddè never our lady a ben hevenè quene. 
 

Blessèd be the time that appil takè was. 
Therefore we moun singen. 
Deo gracias!  
 

FPCNC Choir, Krissy Teng – harp 
 

Eighth Lesson from the Gospel of Matthew 2: 1–12                                                        Andrew Gifford 
 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 
its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 
by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 

And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 

 
Sermon                                                                           Being With                                                  The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

 
EUCHARIST  

 

The Celebration of The Lord’s Table Invitation                                                                    
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Minister: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Minister: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise...  
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving                       The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
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The Words of Institution  
Breaking the Bread and Sharing the Cup 
 

Communion Music: Interlude                                                                                          Benjamin Britten 
Krissy Teng – Harp 

 

Prayer After Communion (unison)                                        The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr  
 

Loving God: We give You thanks for being a God who has come to meet us where we really 
are. Thank You for the good news of Emmanuel, even for us. We are filled with hope, for 
there are signs for us of your faithfulness and the light still shines in the darkness. Send us 
in the power of Your Spirit to go in peace and be signs of your Advent, offering your love 
and grace to all those around us; in Christ, with Christ, through Christ, and for Christ we 
pray. Amen.  

 
Ninth Lesson: John 1:1-5, 14                                                                       Lisa Gifford  
 

 St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth.” 

 
Lighting of the Candles  

 
*Carol No. 122                                                                 Silent Night                                                                   Stille Nacht  

 

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
round yon Virgin Mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in Heavenly peace; sleep in Heavenly peace. 
 

Silent Night! Holy Night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia: 
Christ, the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!” 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth; Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend they light; 
With the angels let us sing Alleluia to our King: 
Christ, the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!” 

 
*Benediction                    The Rev. Scott Herr 
 
*Postlude:                               In dulci jubilo                                           Johann Gottfried Walther 
 
 

CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274 
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C H R I S T M A S  E V E  W O R S H I P  

 

Welcome to Worship! Grace and peace to you, and welcome to this Christmas Eve Service of Worship! 
At tonight’s 10pm Service we welcome you to this traditional Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols with the 
celebration of Communion. We are glad that you are here and pray you will experience the mystery of the 
incarnation of God’s love to us as we listen to the old, old story read again, and sung in well-known and perhaps 
less known music. Everyone is welcome to participate in this Communion Service, without exception. And as you 
go from this Service tonight, we wish you and yours all God’s richest gifts of hope, peace, joy and love through 
Christmastide and into the New Year! The Sacrament of Communion is also known as the Eucharist, a 
commemoration of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples. Our communion bread is gluten-free and the cup is grape 
juice so that all who wish to partake of the Sacrament may do so. 
 

Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night! 
 
 

This evening, our FPCNC Choir, along with Krissy Teng, will present music from Benajmin Britten’s A Ceremony of 
Carols, Op. 28. Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) was an English composer, conductor, and pianist. He was a central 
figure of 20th-century British music. A Ceremony of Carols is an extended choral composition for Christmas by 
Benjamin Britten scored for three-part treble chorus, solo voices, and harp. The text, structured in eleven 
movements, is taken from The English Galaxy of Shorter Poems, edited by Gerald Bullett. It is principally in Middle 
English, with some Latin and Early Modern English. It was composed in 1942 on Britten's sea voyage from the 
United States to England. The original 1942 publication was written for SSA (soprano, soprano, alto) children's 
choir. In 1943, an SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) arrangement was published for a mixed choir.  

Welcome harpist Krissy Teng back to FPCNC. Krissy is a 20-year-old Australian 
Harpist currently studying with renowned harpist Nancy Allen at the Juilliard 
School of Music, Dance and Drama in New York. She began her musical studies 
with piano at 4 years old. At age 7, she joined the Griffith University – Young 
Conservatory program and started her harp studies under the guidance of 
French harpist Sebastien Lipman. In 2018, she moved abroad to Belgium to 
continue her musical studies at the Musica Mundi music boarding high school. 
During her years in Belgium, she studied under the great harpists Catherine 
Michel and Sivan Magen, and she participated in lessons and masterclasses 
with renowned artists including Maxim Vengerov (chamber). She is now 
currently enrolled in the Undergraduate Bachelors of Musical performance 
program at the Juilliard School. Krissy has participated in numerous national 
and international competitions, including Soka International Harp 
competition (Japan), Pratte International Harp competition (Sweden), Lyon 
and Healy Awards (USA) and Suoni d’arpa (Italy). She has given concerts in 
Australia, Hong Kong, Belgium, The Netherlands, and the USA. She has held 

multiple recitals as a solo harpist in Australia and in Belgium, as well as many concerts as principal harp with the 
Juilliard Orchestra. She performed at Carnegie Hall as principal harp with the New York String Orchestra Seminar, 
and as principal harp of the Juilliard School orchestra. 

FPCNC offers childcare during our Christmas Eve and Sunday Services provided by Saturnina Greaves and Lizz 
Reyes from Wee Care Nanny Agency. Our Nursery is located just off our Common Room foyer down the long hall 
from the Sanctuary. Parental and guardian sign-in is required and we do ask that you pick up your child 
promptly after the service. 
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C H R I S T M A S  E V E  W O R S H I P  ( Cont’d) 

 
Children are warmly welcome to stay in Worship! For children who stay during worship, the Pray-Ground can 
be found in the area in front of the back pew bench. The Pray-Ground is a designated place in the Sanctuary 
where young children can experience worship through age-appropriate worship materials and tools that will help 
keep them engaged in what is happening. We will continue to rotate books and coloring materials on an ongoing 
basis. Although it can seem counter-intuitive to adults, children are often able to process what they hear more 
effectively when they have something to do with their hands. 
 

Any child worshipping in the Pray-Ground should bring their grown-up with them to the Pray-Ground. Including 
young children in worship can sometimes feel a little daunting, especially on days when they’re feeling a little 
extra fidgety, but we don’t need to be discouraged from keeping children in the Sanctuary. There are many 
important things that children learn while in worship, even when we’re not sure if they’re paying attention. Young 
children learn by observing the adults around them. Children acquire the “language” of worship by listening to 
and observing the words the adults around them say, much like how they learn their native tongue. Quite simply, 
children learn to worship by regularly being in Worship. So families with little ones should feel free to worship 
together in the Pray-Ground! 
 

If you wish to place flowers in the Sanctuary to celebrate an anniversary, baptism, or birthday, or to memorialize 
a beloved family member or friend, please contact the church office. 
 

SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
 
 

 
Christmas Flowers Dedication 

 

In Loving Memory Of 
 

Their parents, George & Emilie Thompson, and Perry & Midge Bartlett by Dede and Jim Bartlett 
Sonya Hamln, Lily Ann Hoge, Gayla Lindquist, Geofrey Bell dear friends of Dede and Jim Bartlett 

Steve Benko, husband, father and all things New Canaan, by Sue, Lindsay, Steph, and Pete 
My son Scott Kiernan and my husband Julian Brix by Kay Kiernan Brix 

Robert Brownley by Anne and family 
Loved ones, family and friends by Peg and Sherman Bull 

Roger E. Clark by Kate (Clark) Boldon, his children, and grandchildren 
Andrew M. Clarkson by his family 

John A. Edwards Jr. and her parents Milton & Connie Coe by the Edwards family  
Robin Beckett Emmons by Thomas Emmons 

Peter R. Adams and David B. Findlay, Jr. by Mimi Adams Findlay 
Great-Grandmother Arlene W. Young and Grandparents Terence J. Flanagan, Allen & Elitia Besecker  

by Terence J. Flanagan 
My dad Thomas Arthur Duncan and my Great Aunt Nancy Caler by Lisa Flanagan 

 

           Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: 
 
 

     DONATE: 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
https://www.facebook.com/FPCNC/
https://www.instagram.com/firstpresnewcanaan/?fbclid=IwAR2aXLUXiFehHnsqhGnekPfXjQmIErgDsn6IHeTFKuzV1gF-sXMrixQqtlo
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Their parents, Carl & Frieda Nolte, Jim & Bunny Otto and JR and Tricia by Len and Cindy Graziano 

Chuck Gulden, Alan Wentzel, and loved ones by the Gulden/Wentzel family 
Elizabeth Smith by Scott Herr 

Gordon and Marilyn Jones by the Holden family 
Our parents, Lois & SL Swenson, and Betty & Paul Hanson by Karen & Peter Hanson  

George Hooker by his family 
My mother, Mary Ann Marston Jackson by Lynn Jackson and family 

John Lanaway by Janet Lanaway and family 
Her parents, Betty & Clement Brown by Mary Lee Lesko, and his parents, Jean & Ted Lesko by Jim Lesko 

James Emory and Thomas Pater by Jessica Lister 
Our parents, James & Phyllis Russell and Reginald & Noreen Martin by Linda and Paul Martin 

George H. Megrue and Kevin S. Megrue by Suzanne Megrue and family 
Len Nerenberg, Fannie and Peter Marrone by Jo Ann Nerenberg 

Constance and Donal O’Brien, Donal O’Brien, Jr. and Donal O’Brien III, Nancy & George Slight by their families 
Her mother, Cathleen Licero by Bonnie Peterson and family 

George B. Post and Roy Sumner Pfeil by The Rev. Susan M. Pfeil, Nancy, Benjamin, & Jenny Magro and Anneliese Pfeil 
Posen 

Maxine & Tracey Mackle and Rodger Reeves by Julie, Michael, Spencer, Kate and Vivi Reeves 
Helen & Louis Dahle, Julia & James Riehl Sr, David Kispert Sr, Dominique Schieck and Charles Stewart by Riehl family 

Kathryn & Charles Cunningham by their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren 
Robert Schneider by his family 

Elizabeth Beaman Taylor, George Post and her parents Jack & Mary Ellen Taylor by Ellen Taylor Sisson 
Roger C. Smith and their parents by Nell Smith 

Her husband, Peter Schurman, and her brother, Don Calhoun by Judy Schurman 
Karl and Joan Theiss by Karl "Fritz" and Louise Theiss 

Her parents, Margret & William Marple by Mary Marple Thies, and his mother, Eleanor Kamphoefner by Armin Thies 
Craig Tate, William & Hazel Graham, Elizabeth & Richard Krebs, and John & Evelyn Tate by Sherry Tate 

Her mother, Joyce Thompson by Jen and Steve Van de Graaf  
Ronald Watkins by his family 

  

In Honor Of 
 

In loving honor of our parents by Kim and Scott Herr 
Betty Lou Reeves by Julie, Michael, Spencer, Kate and Vivi Reeves 

Their parents, Pat & Coby Van de Graaf and David Thompson by Jen and Steve Van de Graaf  
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T H I S  W E E K  @  F P C  

 

FPC Holiday Office Hours:  
Thursday, December 25 and Friday, December 26:  OFFICE CLOSED 

Monday, December 29 – Friday, January 2:  OFFICE CLOSED 

Monday, January 5 – Friday, January 9:   9:00am – 5:00pm 
 

If you have any Pastoral Care needs or need to drop anything off to the office, please call or email 
Wendy for assistance or before you stop by as she will be in and out of the office at various 
times/days throughout the holiday break. (203-966-0002 ext. 1 / wendy@fpchc.org). 
 
 

Wednesday Weekly Bible Studies, led by Darlene Harmon, will not meet the next few weeks and will resume on 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026 when they will meet from 10:00am-11:30am. Please come at 9:45am to share a 
cup of tea/coffee and snack in the Parlor/Library. We hope you can come join us! Everyone is invited! 
 
 

S T E W A R D S H I P  C A M P A I G N  2 0 2 6  
 

“Now Thank We All Our God! 2026 Stewardship 
Thanks to all of you that have already submitted your 2026 Stewardship Campaign Pledge Card. We are just over 
80% towards meeting our 2026 Stewardship Campaign goal of $920,000. If you have not already done so, please 
prayerfully consider giving to this year’s campaign and submit your 2026 pledge. If you do not have a pledge card, 
please ask an Usher for one or you can also submit the details online here: https://fpcnc.org/pledges/. Together, 
we can all support the work and mission of First Presbyterian! We pray that you will join us in committing 
ourselves anew to the ministry and mission of Christ through our congregation and to being more generous 
stewards of the abundance we have received. Merry Christmas from the Stewardship Team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wendy@fpchc.org
https://fpcnc.org/pledges/
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E  
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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S  

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 2025/26 SEASON 
It's that time of year when we need to be cautious about driving in bad weather. The Church Office will follow 
the NC Public Schools regarding any delays or closures. We will try to update our website in a timely manner to 
notify everyone of office closures or you can view the NCPS website at: https://www.ncps-k12.org/page/school-
closings-delays-and-early-dismissals 
 

If bad weather is occurring on a Sunday, please watch for an email from the church with details or check out our 
website www.fpcnc.org. REMINDER: Please refer to the Emergency Preparedness Guidelines document and if 
you haven't already, please sign up with the town for alert messages here. 
 
 
Welcome Visitors! We are delighted to welcome you to our Worship 
Service today – and every Sunday! First Presbyterian Church of New 
Canaan is a welcoming, worshipping, learning, celebrating, caring, giving, 
and serving community, reflecting the inclusive love of God, and nurturing 
each person’s spiritual journey. 
 

If you are interested in learning about joining our Church community, we invite you participate in our upcoming 
Membership Events: 

- Sunday, March 8th – Membership Orientation after Worship (We will discuss “who we are,” “what we 

believe,” “how we live out our faith” and “what First Presbyterian is about”. Lunch and childcare will be 

provided.)  

- Sunday, March 22nd – New Members Welcomed at Worship 
 

If you’d like to know more about Membership, please contact Membership Elder Barb Achenbaum at 203-273-
6908 or barbachenbaum@gmail.com. 
 
 
Preparing for Epiphany  The star in the East has shone beautiful light on our Sanctuary and the Common Room 
trees beckon but soon the season of Epiphany will be upon us. On Sunday, January 4, we will celebrate Epiphany, 
the arrival of the Wise Men, the Magi. Can you please help us pack up the Christmas decor after that 
Service? Lunch will be provided for everyone that helps, but Wendy in the office needs to know how many to 
plan lunch for.  Please call the office or contact Jan Lucie at jlucie99@gmail.com or 309/331-3468 to let us know 
that you can help.   
 
 

Update from the Worship, Music and Fine Arts Committee 
As we move from Christmas into Epiphany, please consider helping with our worship. We need ushers, greeters 
and readers to lead us in joyful celebration. Please consider logging into the Sign-Up Genius found on the church 
website (www.fpcnc.org) to find a Sunday that works for you. To find out more about how you can help, please 
speak with Jan Lucie, Linda Martin or Armin Thies of the Worship Committee or call Wendy in the church office. 
Or SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet here:https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
We are grateful for all your participation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ncps-k12.org/page/school-closings-delays-and-early-dismissals
https://www.ncps-k12.org/page/school-closings-delays-and-early-dismissals
http://www.fpcnc.org/
https://fpcnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Emergency-Info-Card-for-Congregation-2025-FINAL.pdf
mailto:barbachenbaum@gmail.com
mailto:jlucie99@gmail.com
http://www.fpcnc.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S  ( Cont’d) 

 
Tax Considerations for Year-End Charitable Giving 
Recent changes to the tax code have impacted the tax treatment of charitable deductions for certain higher 
income donors. The One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBB) passed in July 2025 placed certain limits on amounts that 
can be deducted on individual's tax returns starting in 2026. The changes, which include a change in the 
deductibility of amounts below a certain income level, and a reduction in the maximum tax rate that can be used 
by the charitable deduction, impacts charitable donations made in tax years 2026 and beyond. The changes may 
increase the attractiveness of accelerating charitable deductions into 2025. If the changes impact you, it may be 
worth considering making your 2026 pledge payments before 12/31/2025. 
 

Additionally, the changes to the deductibility of charitable donations in 2026 and beyond may make the use of a 
donor-advised fund even more attractive, as donations made in 2025 can be used to make charitable 
contributions in future years. The use of a donor-advised fund is also an attractive tool for using appreciated 
stock as a source of funds to make charitable donations, as the appreciated value of donated shares can be 
donated without incurring capital gains taxes, making appreciated stock an excellent source of funds for 
charitable contributions now and in future years. 
 

These tax strategies are not for everyone, and a discussion with your tax advisor is warranted if you believe these 
strategies may be attractive to you. I am happy to discuss the tax implications of the above strategies in greater 
detail if you have any questions or if you would like additional information. Feel free to reach out to me at 
jsely3rd@yahoo.com or call me at 917-579-6858. 
 

Jim Ely, Stewardship Committee 
 
 

M I S S I O N  &  O U T R E A C H  
 

Mission & Outreach Update – December 2025 
Season’s greetings! Mission & Outreach (‘Mission’) has wrapped up a great year of giving for 2025 but we have 
even bigger aspirations for 2026. Please read on for a brief look forward and a quick peek back on our Mission 
journey. 
 

A New Mission Committee is formed for 2026! We have formed a new, expanded Mission committee to augment 
our mission reach and impact. The committee will seek to generate additional ideas for volunteering, refine and 
increase our total charitable donations, explore mission trip opportunities, and expand congregational 
involvement in Mission & Outreach. The Committee members are Jim Beall, Betsy Carter, Mark Chmiel, Tom 
Emmons, Cindy Graziano, Scott Herr, Julie Nixon, and Steve Van de Graaf.  
 
We have renewed our commitment to New Covenant Center to purchase, 
prepare and serve dinner six times in 2026 at their Stamford facility. These 
are scheduled for the 1st Saturday of March, April, May, Sept, Oct and Nov 
in 2026. Mark your calendars and reserve your spot now for shopping, 
cooking and/or serving! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jsely3rd@yahoo.com
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M I S S I O N  &  O U T R E A C H  (Cont’d) 

 
 
 
 
The Dove Program is one of Mission’s most popular and successful programs thanks 
to all of you who participated and your fantastic generosity. We collected an 
amazing $33,060 this year to support Person-to-Person, up from a very impressive 
$23,320 last year! Also, a big ‘thank you’ to Julie Fowler who so ably assumed 
leadership of this program this year from Janet Lanaway.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A new event this year benefiting the Tiny Miracles Foundation was organized by Kristie Godina which 
demonstrated our congregations’ initiative (thanks again, Kristie) and our hands-on volunteering (thanks to all 
knot tyers).  During this coffee hour event, we helped construct baby blankets for preemie isolettes. 

 
 

 
This year’s Mission Month was also great success, and we will 
plan on continuing this tradition in October ’26. The four 
consecutive weekly donation drives in October provided 356 
undergarments to The Undie Project, 365 pairs of socks to New 
Covenant Center, 1550 diapers (plus bottles of Similac and baby 
wipes) to The Diaper Bank of CT, and many shopping bags of 
toiletries and personal care products to Bridgeport Rescue 
Mission. We significantly expanded our donations year-over-
year and hope to do so again in ’26! 
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M I S S I O N  &  O U T R E A C H  (Cont’d) 

 

The following is a recap of Mission’s Monetary Donations for 2025. The below numbers do not include physical 
donations such as those from Mission Month nor ‘pass-through’ donations such as the Dove Program. We have 
begun discussions with Session, and will be brainstorming in the Mission committee, on how we can increase our 
available donation funds for 2026. Stay tuned!  
 

A Better Chance $850.00  
Americares $2,000.00  
Back to School $1,000.00  
Bridgeport Rescue Mission $2,000.00  
Building One Community $1,000.00  
Domestic Violence Crisis Center  $2,000.00  
Filling in the Blanks $1,000.00  
Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County $1,269.00  
Future 5 $1,000.00  
Get About (NC) $1,000.00  
Habitat for Humanity $1,500.00  
Meals on Wheels (NC) $1,000.00  
MLK Church- completing our $25,000 donation commitment $12,500.00  
New Canaan Food Pantry $500.00  
New Covenant Center-Six Monthly Dinners $3,077.56  
Pacific House $2,000.00  
Presbyterian Church USA - One Great Hour of Sharing $3,587.00  
Presbyterian Church - California (Wild Fires) $5,000.00  
RAM Council $1,200.00  
Rotary Club $750.00  
Save the Sound $2,000.00  
SNUI (Immigrant Assistance Food Donations) $2,425.73  
Stand Together Against Racism (STAR) $500.00  
United Way of Greater St. Louis-Storm/Tornado Donation $500.00  
Voices Center for Resilience (Voices of 911) $1,000.00  

Total:     $51,659.29  
 

Thank you again for serving others through your time, talents and donations in 2025! We look forward to 
presenting expanded opportunities for Mission in 2026; and welcome your input and help in furthering First 
Presbyterian Church of New Canaan’s positive impact in our community and beyond through our acts of grace 
and compassion.  If you have any questions, please reach out to Steve Van de Graaf, Mission & Outreach Elder. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Mitten Tree – In the season of giving, we invite you to donate a new pair of mittens or 
gloves (any size) for children or adults that will be given to a local charity. The mittens will 
be hung on the ‘Mitten Tree’ in the common room until Monday, December 29, when we’ll 
deliver them to Person to Person  (P2P) for them to distribute. You still have time, so 
please help fill the tree with mittens or gloves! 
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C O M M U N I T Y  
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of NEW CANAAN 

 

CALENDAR – JANUARY and FEBRUARY 
Sunday, Jan 4, 11:30am   Preparing for Epiphany – help pack up the Christmas decor & Lunch 

Sunday, Jan 11, 11:30am   Adult Forum – Greg Cootsona “AI and Faith” 

Monday, Jan 19, 10:00am  MLK Service @ United Methodist Church of New Canaan 

Tuesday, Jan 27  Holocaust Remembrance Day 

Thursday, Jan 29, 7:00pm  Open Mic Night 

Sunday, Feb 1, 11:30am  Adult Forum – Georgette Bennett (Holocaust Remembrance) 

Thursday, Feb 5, 3:00pm  New Canaan Chamber Music Concert 

Friday, Feb 6, 7:00pm  New Canaan Chamber Music Concert 

Sunday, Feb 8, 11:30am  Souper Bowl of Caring 

Sunday, Feb 22, 11:30am  First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan – Annual Meeting & Lunch 

Sunday, Feb 22, 4:00pm  Orchestra Lumos Concert 

Thursday, Feb 26, 7:00pm  Open Mic Night 
 

THOSE PARTICIPATING IN TONIGHT’S SERVICE: 

The First Presbyterian Church Choir with:  
 

Lisa Flanagan, Meg Bowles – soprano, Cliff Townsend, Jennifer O’Neill, Naomi Heftler, Kevin Dyal – alto,  
Nikolas Brannan, Evan McCormack – tenor, Devon Mitchell, Richard Price – bass 

Krissy Teng – harpist  
 

Readers:  Max, Lisa and Andrew Gifford  

Ushers:  Nancy LaBadie, Bob Spangler, and Dan Mason 

Cross Bearer:  Armin Thies 

Communion Preparer:  Mary Lee Lesko / Communion Servers:  Armin Thies and Jan Lucie 

MINISTERS 
The Entire Congregation 

 

OUR PASTORS 
The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor • The Reverend Mary Marple Thies, Parish Associate 

 

2025-2026 SESSION ELDERS AND DEACONS 
SESSION ELDERS 

Bob Spangler (Co-Clerk) • Jennifer Van de Graaf (Co-Clerk) • Barb Achenbaum • Tom Butterworth • Jim Ely 
Angela Johnson • Nancy LaBadie • Janet Lanaway • Jan Lucie • Mark Magnusen • Bonnie Peterson  

Mike Peterson • Charlie Sulkowski (Youth) • Steve Van de Graaf • Patty von Jena • Stephan von Jena 
DEACONS 

Dan Mason and Kathy Edwards (Co-Moderators) • Ferial Aldag • Sue Benko • Carole Clarkson • Chris Cluett  
Sue Dishart • Lisa Flanagan • Terence D. Flanagan (Youth) • Julie Fowler • Jo Ann Nerenburg • Debera Prosek  

 

OUR STAFF 
Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts • Jim Riehl, Business Administrator  

Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director • Wendy Starr, Office Manager  
Emily Johnson, Communications Assistant • Kate and Matt Ziance, Operations Managers 

Terence D. Flanagan, Sunday Audio Technician 


