
 

 
Thirty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time • November 9, 2025 • 10:00am 
178 OENOKE RIDGE, NEW CANAAN, CT 06840 • 203-966-0002 • FPCNC.ORG 

 
Grace and peace to you, and welcome!  

As you prepare for Worship, please sign the red welcome pad found at the center of each aisle so that we will 
know you worshipped with us. Then pass it to your neighbor. The last person to sign the pad should pass it back 

to the center of the aisle. We suggest you prayerfully allow the silent, sacred space of where you are, and the 
quiet stirrings of the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart and mind for Worship.  

 
*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT.  
 

T HE GAT HERING  
 
Prelude                                                    Andante – Allegro (from Sonate C-Dur)                   Gottfried Heinrich Stölzel                     
 
*Call to Worship (Psalm 98)                                                                        The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
        

Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
People:   We will break forth into joyous song, and sing praises. 
Leader: Sing praises to the Lord; 
People:   Make a joyful noise with trumpet and the sound of the horn. 
Leader: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,  
People:   the world and those who live in it. 
Leader: The floods clap their hands and the hills sing out together; 
People:   Let us join in the joyful song of creation. 
 

*Hymn No. 829                My Faith Looks Up to Thee                                                               Olivet 
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Welcome and Announcements                                                    The Rev. Scott Herr 
 
Minute for Stewardship            Terry Flanagan 
 
Blessing for our Younger Disciples        Leah Saulsberry 
 
Call to Confession                                                        Robert Aldag 
 

Leader: Though we are prone to wander, and suffering can bring fear and doubt, the spirit of God abides 
among us and sustains us. Trusting in God’s persistent love and mercy, let us confess our sin and 
brokenness, first together, and then in silence… 

 
Confession of Sin (unison)                                               Robert Aldag 

 

 Gracious God, we confess that we are too easily influenced by peddlers of despair and alarm, 
too quick to sink into numbness and apathy, too tired to imagine another way. There are times 
when our hopes have crumbled, and our hearts are faint. Breathe new life into us, we pray. Help 
us to be mindful of your promises, your faithfulness, and your presence as we face the 
challenges of our lives. Restore our vision and give us courage to live into your truth… 

 

(silence for further individual reflection and repentance…) 
 

Leader:   In Jesus’ name we pray.  
People: Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 145)             Robert Aldag 
 

Leader: God’s ways are just, and God’s kindness is constant. The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all 
who call on him in truth. Beloved, God draws near to us with compassion and forgives our sins. 
Hear and believe the good news: 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made righteous. Amen. 
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*Gloria Patri (No. 580)                                     Gloria Patri (Scottish) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, Amen. 
 

*Passing of the Peace                                          Robert Aldag 
 

Leader:   Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica, “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at 
all times in all ways.” Friends, may the peace of Christ be with you all! 

People:  And also with you.  
Leader: Please share Christ’s peace with one another. 

 

Congregation greets one another and shares the peace of Christ  
 

T HE WORD 
 

Prayer for illumination (unison)                     Robert Aldag 
 

God of wisdom, open your word to us today, and open our hearts to your Word. Let us receive 
the truth that your Spirit is speaking to the church, trusting that it will nourish and strengthen 
us. Amen. 
 

First Lesson – Job 19:23-27                   Robert Aldag 
 

23 ‘O that my words were written down! 
O that they were inscribed in a book! 
24 O that with an iron pen and with lead 
they were engraved on a rock for ever! 
25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; 
26 and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
then in my flesh I shall see God, 
27 whom I shall see on my side, 
and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
My heart faints within me!  

 

Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 

Anthem:                 Notre Père                Maurice Duruflé 
Notre Père qui es aux cieux,  Our Father, who art in heav’n, 
que ton nom soit sanctifié,  hallow’d be thy Name, 
qui ton règne vienne,  thy kingdom come, 
que ta voluntè soit faite  thy will be done on earth 
sur la terre comme au ciel.  as it is in heav’n. 
Donne nous aujourd’hui  Give us this day  
notre pain de ce jour,  our daily bread, 
pardonne nous nos offenses  and forgive us our trespasses, 
comme nous pardon nons aussi   as we forgive 
à ceux qui nous ont offensés,  those who trespass against us, 
et ne nous soumets pas à la tentation,  and lead us not into temptation, 
mais deliver nous du mai.  but deliver us from evil. 

 

FPCNC Choir 
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Second Lesson – Luke 20:27-38           The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

27Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him 28and asked him a 
question, ‘Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, 
the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29Now there were seven 
brothers; the first married, and died childless; 30then the second 31and the third married her, and 
so in the same way all seven died childless. 32Finally the woman also died. 33In the resurrection, 
therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.’ 
 

34Jesus said to them, ‘Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; 35but those 
who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither 
marry nor are given in marriage. 36Indeed they cannot die any more, because they are like angels 
and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37And the fact that the dead are raised 
Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38Now he is God not of the dead, but of the 
living; for to him all of them are alive.’  
 

Leader: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon                  Faith When it Hurts                       The Rev. Scott Herr 

 
RESPONDING TO T HE  WO RD  

 
*Affirmation of Faith – Hymn No. 643: Now Thank We All Our God (verse 1)                       Nun danket alle Gott 
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Prayers of the People                                                    The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                                                                                   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 
Call for the Offering                                                                The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

Leader: Hear God’s word from Haggai 2:6-9: “For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, 
I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land, and I will shake all the nations, 
so that the treasure of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with splendor, says the Lord 
of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The latter splendor of this 
house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts, and in this place I will give 
prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.” Trusting in God’s abundant provision, let us offer our gifts with 
generosity. 

 
Offertory Anthem                                 My Faith, It Is An Oaken Staff                                               Hans Vigeland 
 

My faith it is an oaken staff, 
The trav’lers well-loved aid; 
My faith, it is a weapon stout, 
The soldier’s trusty blade. 
I’ll travel on, and still be stirred 
By silent thought or social word; 
By all my perils undeterred, 
A soldier pilgrim staid. 
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I have a guide, and in his steps 
When travelers have trod, 
Whether beneath was flinty rock 
Or yielding grassy sod, 
They cared not, but with force unspent,  
Unmoved by pain, they onward went, 
Unstayed by pleasures, still they bent 
Their zealous course to God. 
 

My faith, it is an oaken staff, 
O let me on it lean! 
My faith, it is a trusty sword, 
May falsehood fine it keen! 
Thy spirit, Lord, to me impart. 
O make me what thou ever art, 
Of patient and courageous heart, 
As all true saints have been. 
 

 (text by Thomas T. Lynch) 
 

FPCNC Choir 
 
*Doxology (No. 606)                           Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                  Old Hundredth   

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                         Robert Aldag 
 

O God, may the resources gathered here be a blessing to the world you love. Guard our hearts and 
guide our paths in the ways of your love. Give us wisdom and humility as we seek to be faithful stewards 
of all your gifts. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 
S E N D I N G  

 

*Hymn No. 731:                                  Give Thanks for Those Whose Faith Is Firm                                           Repton             
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*Benediction                                                             The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

*Choral Amen  
 

*Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

*Postlude                   Allegro (from Sonate C-Dur)                               Gottfried Heinrich Stölzel 
 
 

CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274 
 

 

Join us for the Stewardship Lunch in the Common Room  
after worship for a time of fellowship, coffee/tea and snacks.  

 

Don’t forget to stop by the Welcome Table  
to see what’s happening in our community. 

 
 

T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P  
 

Welcome to worship on this 32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time. Today the texts are a bit strange, and in fact the 
approach of the religious critics of Jesus appear to be noise and distraction from his call to follow him on the way 
of the cross. So, we will reflect on the difficulty of faith in the midst of suffering and when things seem to be 
going all wrong. We will consider “faith when it hurts through the lens of the lectionary texts from Job and the 
gospel according to Luke. We are glad you are with us today and pray you will experience the grace of God’s 
welcome and be spiritually inspired and socially reoriented for the week ahead! 
 

Today after worship at 11:30am please join us for the Stewardship Committee Q&A and lunch. Come hear 
about the 2026 financial plans and to ask questions. CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED. 
 

Sunday School! Join us as we explore Bible stories and all our questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and 
the world around us. We will explore these themes through discussion, crafts, music, and other visual media. 
Children begin worship in the Sanctuary with their families then following the Blessing for Young Disciples, we 
move to our Sunday School classes upstairs in the Bliss House and then return to the Sanctuary towards the end 
of worship. 
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T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P    (Cont’d) 

 

If your child is participating in Sunday School, please fill out this very short form so that we have up-to-date family 
contact numbers, and you can provide us with any information about your child that will help us minister to 
them: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents 
  

Adults or older teens who want to come be part of the fun of Sunday School, we need you! Join us and bring your 
own sense of wonder and joy as we learn together what it means to be part of God’s big family. Let us know of 
your interest by filling out this form: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25, or reach out to Leah 
Saulsberry at leahs@fpcnc.org. 
 

Children are warmly welcome to stay in Worship! For children who stay during worship, the Pray-Ground can 
be found in the area in front of the back pew bench. The Pray-Ground is a designated place in the Sanctuary 
where young children can experience worship through age-appropriate worship materials and tools that will help 
keep them engaged in what is happening. We will continue to rotate books and coloring materials on an ongoing 
basis. Although it can seem counter-intuitive to adults, children are often able to process what they hear more 
effectively when they have something to do with their hands. 
 

Any child worshipping in the Pray-Ground should bring their grown-up with them to the Pray-Ground. Including 
young children in worship can sometimes feel a little daunting, especially on days when they’re feeling a little 
extra fidgety, but we don’t need to be discouraged from keeping children in the Sanctuary. There are many 
important things that children learn while in worship, even when we’re not sure if they’re paying attention. 
Young children learn by observing the adults around them. Children acquire the “language” of worship by 
listening to and observing the words the adults around them say, much like how they learn their native tongue. 
Quite simply, children learn to worship by regularly being in Worship. So families with little ones should feel 
free to worship together in the Pray-Ground! 
 

FPCNC also offers childcare during our Sunday Service provided by Saturnina Greaves and Lizz Reyes from Wee 
Care Nanny Agency. Our Nursery is located just off our Common Room vestibule down the long hall from the 
Sanctuary and is available between the hours of 8:45–11:30am. Parental and guardian sign-in is required and 
we do ask that you pick up your child promptly after the Service. 
 

Have a prayer request? We are called to pray without ceasing... In addition to receiving prayers during the Service 
with the microphone, our prayer box offers the opport unity to submit handwritten prayer requests at any time. 
The box is in the back of the church adjacent to the Sanctuary entrance. Any prayer requests will be brought into 
the Sanctuary for worship by the Ushers. These requests will be included in our Prayers of the People for that 
Sunday. You will have the option to exclude your prayer from the communal prayer if you prefer. All prayers will 
be held and prayed over in confidence. Any questions or concerns, please contact Mary 
(marythies75@gmail.com).  
 

Cents-Ability – The Cents-ability jar is in the hallway on the way to the Common Room. Please 
drop your spare change into the jar either on the way to Coffee Hour or whenever you’re at 
church. You can also take home a small cents-ability bank to collect change. All change 
collected will be donated to the New Canaan Food Pantry. Thank you for your awareness and 
generous response to hunger.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25
mailto:leahs@fpcnc.org
mailto:marythies75@gmail.com
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T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P    (Cont’d) 

 
Greetings from the Worship, Music and Fine Arts Committee. As we continue in 
our Fall season, we send our heartfelt thanks to all of our church members who 
have stepped up to help and assist during worship services. Serving as an usher, 
greeter, reader, communion preparer, communion server or cross bearer is an 
important role as it helps our church staff and enhances the worship experience 
for all.  To those who signed up to help over the summer, we are most grateful. 
To those of you who have stepped up and signed up for the first time, thank you 
for joining our “worship team.” As we move towards Advent, we ask you to 
prayerfully consider signing up to serve during November and December. We all 
have busy lives with work, family and travel but our Sunday Worship Services 
continue on and could use your kind assistance when you are able. Please 
consider logging into the Sign-Up Genius found on the homepage of the church 
website (www.fpcnc.org) to find a Sunday morning that works for you. If you are 
new to the congregation and would like to find out more about how you can participate on Sunday mornings, 
please speak with Jan Lucie, Linda Martin, Armin Thies or call Wendy Starr in the church office for further 
information and assistance.  
 

Being a part of the “worship team” is a wonderful way to get to know other church members while assisting our 
church staff during Sunday worship.  We know that those who have served in the past and continue to help find 
this to be a very meaningful experience. Thank you for the generosity of your time and your talents. We look 
forward to seeing you at Sunday morning worship at 10:00am and at coffee hour following the service each week. 
Many blessings to all and thank you for your service to FPCNC.   
 
SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
 

 
 
 

A B O U T  T O D A Y ’ S  M U S I C  
 
This Sunday, our organ music is composed by Gottfried Heinrich Stölzel (1690-1749), a German composer of the 
Baroque era. His father, organist in Grünstädtel, gave him his first music education. When he was thirteen, he 
was sent to study in Schneeberg, where he was taught music, including thoroughbass, by cantor Christian 
Umlaufft, a former student of Johann Kuhnau. A few years later he was admitted to the gymnasium in Gera, 
where he further practiced music under Emanuel Kegel, the Director of the Court Chapel. In 1707 he became a 
student of theology in Leipzig. He became acquainted with Melchior Hoffmann, at the time Music Director of the 
Neukirche and Conductor of the Collegium Musicum, both in succession of Georg Philipp Telemann, who had left 
Leipzig in 1705. Perfecting his art under Hoffmann, Stölzel also acted as his copyist and started composing. On 
24 November 1719 Stölzel assumed the position of Kapellmeister at the court in Gotha, where he worked under 
the dukes Frederick II and Frederick III of Saxe-Gotha-Altenburg until his death in 1749. In 1720 Stölzel was asked 
to provide music for the court chapel of Schwarzburg-Sondershausen. However, Stölzel did not comply with this 
request until 1730.  
 

           Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: 
 
 

          
          DONATE: 
 
 

http://www.fpcnc.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
https://www.facebook.com/FPCNC/
https://www.instagram.com/firstpresnewcanaan/?fbclid=IwAR2aXLUXiFehHnsqhGnekPfXjQmIErgDsn6IHeTFKuzV1gF-sXMrixQqtlo
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A B O U T  T O D A Y ’ S  M U S I C    (Cont’d) 

 
Our FPCNC Choir anthem is music by French composer, organist, musicologist, and teacher Maurice Gustave 
Duruflé (1902-1986). Maurice attended Rouen Cathedral Choir School from 1912 to 1918, where he studied 
piano and organ with Jules Haelling, a pupil of Alexandre Guilmant. The choral plainsong tradition at Rouen 
became a strong and lasting influence. At age 17, upon moving to Paris, he took private organ lessons with 
Charles Tournemire, whom he assisted at Basilique Ste-Clotilde, Paris until 1927. In 1920 Duruflé entered the 
Conservatoire de Paris, graduating with first prizes in organ with Eugène Gigout, harmony with Jean Gallon, fugue 
with Georges Caussade, piano accompaniment with César Abel Estyle and composition with Paul Dukas. In 1927, 
Louis Vierne nominated him as his Assistant at Notre-Dame. Duruflé and Vierne remained lifelong friends. 
Duruflé bacame Titular Organist of St-Étienne-du-Mont in Paris in 1929, a position he held for the rest of his life. 
In 1943 he became Professor of Harmony at the Conservatoire de Paris, where he worked until 1970; among his 
pupils were the revered organists Pierre Cochereau, Jean Guillou and Marie-Claire Alain. In 1947, Marie-
Madeleine Chevalier became his assistant at St-Étienne-du-Mont.  
 

Our FPCNC Choir’s offertory anthem is music composed by musician Hans Vigeland. I have been unable to find 
much information about him other than he was Music Director of Buffalo Seminary. (SEM's choral directors at 
that time were Hans and Ruth Vigeland.) Hans was also Organist and Choirmaster at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, in Buffalo, from 1949 to 1974. Among other things, he is famous for insisting that Duke Ellington be 
depicted in Westminster’s stained-glass windows. 
 

T H I S  W E E K  @  F P C  
 

Wednesday Weekly Bible Studies, led by Darlene Harmon, meets every Wednesday from 10:00am-11:30am. 
We are now studying Ephesians. Please come at 9:45am to share a cup of tea/coffee and snack in the 
Parlor/Library. We hope you can come join us! Everyone is invited! 
 
 
“Being With”, led by Scott, Steve Sieke and Marian Sieke, meets Thursdays 
from 10:00am-11:30am until Dec. 11, along with a weekly visit from our 
resident Golden Retriever (pictured on right). 

 
 
 
 
 

N E X T  S U N D A Y  
 

 

Blankets for Preemies – November 16 
November is Prematurity Awareness Month. 
Please join us in the Common Room after 
worship for a hands-on service project 
supporting The Tiny Miracles Foundation, a nonprofit helping families with 
premature babies in Fairfield and New Haven Counties. Together we will 
make colorful fleece blankets for local NICUs—bringing comfort, warmth, 
and hope to fragile newborns and their families. All ages are welcome, no 
sewing experience needed, and materials will be provided. 
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S T E W A R D S H I P  C A M P A I G N  2 0 2 6  

 

Stewardship 2026 Campaign!   
TODAY, Nov 9   Stewardship Committee Q&A w/ Lunch 
Nov 16    Stewardship Walk Forward Sunday 

 

Stewardship Dedication Sunday will be November 16. In the coming weeks, 
please take time to reflect on our theme of “Now Thank We All Our God!” 
and on the abundance of blessings God has showered upon you. Please 
prayerfully complete the 2026 Pledge Card which you have received in the 
mail (there are extras at the entrance table and online here: 
https://fpcnc.org/pledges/). Please join us in bringing your completed Pledge 
Card to worship on November 16 and “Walk Forward” with your card during 
the Service, or mail it back to the church. We pray that you will join us in 
committing ourselves anew to the ministry and mission of Christ through our 
congregation and to being more generous stewards of the abundance we 
have received.  

 
 

E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S  
 

As we plan for our Family Christmas Eve service, we need a baby! Our one-eyed Jesus is a little sad. Do you have 
a full-sized baby doll we could borrow? Please contact Jan Lucie at jlucie99@gmail.com or (309) 331-3468. 
 
 
Pumpkins for Cows and Pigs! 
It’s that time of year again! This November, Planet New Canaan (New Canaan Transfer Station) will be collecting 
whole, undecorated pumpkins that are no longer needed. Local farmers will put them to good use, feeding them 
to their livestock — a true win-win for the community and the animals. 
  

Pumpkin drop-off date: 
• November 29 at Kiwanis Park 

 
      Also available at the New Canaan Transfer Station (https://planetnewcanaan.org/): 

TREECYCLE:  Our annual Treecycle program will be back in January! Last year, Planet New Canaan 
collected more than 800 used Christmas trees and mulched them for delivery to the Nature 
Center trails. 
  

SWAP SHOP:  NC residents can drop off gently used items or take something home – everything 
you reuse keeps waste out of the landfill and reduces our carbon footprint. A town favorite, the 
Swap Shop is open Wed-Sat, 9am-1pm. Follow them on Instagram - @newcanaanswapshop 
  

REDEEMABLES:  Bring your redeemable plastic bottles and cans (no glass! and please don't crush 
the cans, they need to be able to read the bar code) to our new Redeemables Shed adjacent to 
the Swap Shop. The monies generated by the redeemables will go to local non-profits - this 
month (November), the New Canaan Food Pantry will receive the funds! (Open Wed-Sat, 9am-
1pm – located to the left of Swap Shop entrance). 
 
 
 
 

https://fpcnc.org/pledges/
mailto:jlucie99@gmail.com
https://planetnewcanaan.org/
https://hs.planetnewcanaan.org/e3t/Ctc/5F+113/d2vtM504/VW25l_8xmgt9VHPyFK5q7KMVW6y9Q695FlD1lMQqrVs3lYM-W6N1vHY6lZ3lfN23Q4GMWMR09W2CMGh78fHnT0V7cGZg6wdVpCW7NZMKr3r9061W6dYnqY329s4rW4l87K521TYMDMd_XkkL6f3bW9gQFFR69tGDjW5cYspD6JSsGmW3ltzc7449vqWW1DLTkG3Jc5sWW9b-Sr18cmDsNW2FsPbf474H-MW4qjFpb40Fm8YW4Ph1rQ8X0gsqW5cnG_R7Vn_ZlVqyMpf502xxmW969lFC7K71WgW4jqwCb2GnBDbW7s31B062PFcZW2W7B0L4JBNDhN2hxFtGFMsCNf2JQQDK04
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C O M I N G  U P  @  F P C  
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M I S S I O N  &  O U T R E A C H  

 
 

Mission for Mission! 
Mission Month was a success! Thank you all for your wonderful 
expression of compassion through your outpouring of donations during 
Mission Month! We continue to expand First Presbyterian’s impact in the 

community – let’s keep it going                     ! 
 
Mission Month 2025 donations: 
- Undie Sunday (benefiting The Undie Project): 
 356 Underwear & Teeshirts 
- Socktober (benefiting New Covenant Center): 
 365 Pair of Socks  
- Diaper Drive (benefiting CT Diaper Bank):  
 1550 Diapers (newborn to adult), 24 Similac bottles, 4 pkgs babywipes 
- Toiletry Roundup (benefiting Bridgeport Rescue Mission): 
 So much - including Shampoo / Soap / Feminine Products / Shaving Products / Tooth Brushes & Paste /  
            Bandages & Pain Relieve / Multi-packs of travel sized toiletries and more !!! 
  

Mission Month collected in 2024: 

- 140 Underwear (The Undie Project) 
- 130 Socks (Liberation Program) 
- 1100 Diapers (CT Diaper Bank) 
- 15 Sheet Sets (Pacific House) 
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M I S S I O N  &  O U T R E A C H   (Cont’d) 

 
New Covenant Center   
 

Our final 2025 New Covenant Center in Stamford, CT cooking & serving 
concluded last Saturday, November 1st! Thank you all for your support and 
volunteering to serve those in need. We are scheduled to cook & serve the 
1st Satuday of March, April, May, Sept, Oct and Nov in 2026. Mark your 
calendars! If you’re interested in helping cook or serve, check out Signup Genius here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-newcovenant#/ or reach out to Steve Van de Graaf 
(stevedg01@gmail.com). 

 
 
(Left: Mary Thies, Darlene Harmon, Tom 
Emmons, Denise Riehl) 
 

         

          (Right: Steve Van de Graaf, Denise Riehl, Leah Saulsberry) 
 
The DOVE program is right around the corner. Stay tuned for details!! 
 

Peace and Global Witness Special Offering.  A total of $685 was collected by our congregation on October 5 
(World Communion Sunday). 25% of the offering, $152.50, is the congregation's share, with 50 % going to the 
General Assembly and 25% to the Presbytery of Southern New England.  In addition to the $152.50, FPC will also 
be contributing $1,000 from Mission and Outreach and another $500 from other donations. So a total of 
$1,652.50 will be going towards the purchase of food for the Stamford-Norwalk United with Immigrants (SNUI) 
Food Delivery Program. 
 

The SNUI (Stamford Norwalk United with Immigrants) mutual aid group has been working 
to create the food delivery program, and realized that the focus needs to be on helping the 
families of someone who has been detained by ICE – a need that is not currently met by 
other programs. Many of these families have lost their income sources, as working adults 
are taken away – in many cases the parents of young children. If you’re interested in 
volunteering to assist with driving and packing food, please reach out to Steve Van de Graaf 
at stevedg01@gmail.com or sign up here: 
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10C054BAEA728A6FAC16-58410599-mutual 
 
Thank you for your dedication to make the world a kinder, safer and a healthier place. Any questions, please 
reach out to Steve Van de Graaf (stevedg01@gmail.com).  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-newcovenant#/
mailto:stevedg01@gmail.com
mailto:stevedg01@gmail.com
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10C054BAEA728A6FAC16-58410599-mutual
mailto:stevedg01@gmail.com
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C O M M U N I T Y   (Cont’d) 
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C O M M U N I T Y   (Cont’d) 

 
 

Friday, November 14 from 6:30-9:00pm at the Waveny Carriage Barn. 
Tickets are available here: https://ct26.younglife.events/nc-yl-bluegrass-bash 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://ct26.younglife.events/nc-yl-bluegrass-bash
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P R A Y E R S  A N D  C O N C E R N S  

 
Please keep the following people in your hearts.  
 

New prayers and concerns: Ken Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s brother); J. Stuart Stringfellow (Kate 
Stringfellow-Ziance’s father) 
 

Continued prayers and concerns: Joe Achenbaum (Whitney Gulden’s father-in-law) has cancer–Joe Achenbaum 
is a cousin of Barbara Achenbaum‘s husband Jon; Tim and Kate Albert (friends of the Holden family); Kevin 
Bedford (Mark Magnusen’s friend); Judy Bentley; family of Nancy Caler (Lisa Flanagan’s great aunt) who died 
October 26; Betty Drew (Sue Dishart’s mother); Amy Granato (Julie Fowler’s sister); Chris Harris (Dede Trefts' 
lifelong and beloved friend) is in the last stage of a very long battle with cancer; Dan Hodges; David Johnson 
(Elsbeth Johnson’s son); Josephine Markell (Jim Riehl’s 105-year-old aunt); Mary (Barbara Wentzel’s sister); 
Matthew (Terry’s nephew) and his family as they deal with his recent diagnosis;  Missy (Sarah Robinson’s sister-
in-law) and her two daughters, Lexi and Maggie. Missy has been diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer; Sandy Nissley; 
John Robinson (Darlene Harmon’s brother) who has lung cancer; Nancy Russell (Linda Martin’s sister); Mindy 
Starr-Pfahler (Wendy Starr’s cousin); Homero Villareal; family of Alan Yankey (Cindy & Len Graziano’s family 
member) who died October 26; and the Abo Noktah family (the Syrian family FPCNC sponsored): father 
Khaldoun, mother Khawla Alzob, daughters Hanin, Zain and Hayat, and sons Yaman and Ahmed, and Khaldoun’s 
mother, Nam Abo Noktah. 
 

We continue to pray for the families and friends of the victims who have been affected by gun violence.   
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is our presence around the world when disasters happen. Through them we are 
on the ground around the world, responding to the enormous needs following wildfires, hurricanes and 
earthquakes and during war. PDA Giving: https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give 
 

PSNE Community Prayer: For our PSNE Officers: Dallas Bradel, Peter Cameron, Dean Lindsey, Kate Carlisle and 
Phillip Phiri. 

 
G R O W  I N  F A I T H  

 
 

If you know of someone in urgent need of mental 
health support, please remember the resource that our town has in the New Canaan Urgent Assessment 
Program.  The town, in partnership with Silver Hill Hospital, is prepared to offer psychiatric assessment and 
tailored referral for ongoing care.  The Program serves children, teens and adults who are New Canaan residents 
free of charge.  To schedule an intake call, email NCUA@silverhillhospital.org or call Silver Hill Hospital admissions 
at 1-866-542-4455 and indicate that you are asking about the New Canaan Urgent Assessment Program.  For 
more details use this link: https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/ 
 
Pastoral Care Team: Do you know of someone who needs a visitor or a phone 
call?  Our congregation is fortunate to have a team of people who are ready to reach 
out to church members who are facing a life crisis. They may be in declining health, 
shut-ins, living in a care facility, grieving, or struggling with a significant change in 
their circumstances. Our Pastoral Care Team, made up of Ferial Aldag, Peg Bull, 
Debera Prosek, Ellen Sisson, The Rev. Mary Thies and Barbara Wentzel, is ready to 
provide pastoral care to church members who are dealing with such a situation. 
If you know of someone who could benefit from this ministry or if you have 
questions about the work of the team, please call the church office 203-966-0002 (ext 1). 

 

https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give
mailto:NCUA@silverhillhospital.org
https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of NEW CANAAN 
 

CALENDAR – UPCOMING WEEK 
 

 
 

CALENDAR – NOVEMBER and DECEMBER 
 

 Wednesday, Nov 19, 11:45am Men’s Gathering (In-Person Lunch/Meeting) 

 Wednesday, Nov 19, 7:00pm Open Mic Night 

 Sunday, Nov 30, 4:30pm Advent Party (Advent Wreath making, cookie/tree/Gingerbread house  

  decorating, outside tree lighting, hot cocoa/cider/donuts) 

 Wednesday, Dec 3, 7:00am Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 

 Tuesday, Dec 9, 7:00pm Session Meeting 

 Thursday, Dec 11, 3:00pm New Canaan Chamber Music Concert 

 Friday, Dec 12, 7:00pm New Canaan Chamber Music Concert 

 Sunday, Dec 14, 4:00pm Charis Chamber Voices Concert 

 Tuesday, Dec 16, 7:00pm Open Mic Night 

 Wednesday, Dec 17, 7:00am Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 

 Wednesday, Dec 17, 7:00pm New Canaan High School Choirs Concert @ FPC 

 Friday, Dec 19, 5:00-7:00pm FPC Christmas Party at the Manse 

 
 
 

SUNDAY, November 9 
8 am               Music Rehearsals 
10 am             Worship Service  
11:30 am       Coffee Hour  
11:30 am       Stewardship Q&A and Lunch  
 

MONDAY, November 10 
3:30, 4:30      Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn)  
2-9 pm           Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
7 pm               Deacon Meeting (Zoom) 
7 pm               Purple Heather Dancers 
 

TUESDAY, November 11 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30  Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn) 
10:30 am       Staff Leadership Team Meeting 
7 pm               Session Meeting (6:30pm Dinner) 
8 pm               Men’s A.A. Group (closed) 
 

WEDNESDAY, November 12 
10 am             Weekly Bible Studies (Parlor) 
2-9 pm           Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
3 pm               Confirmation Class 
4:30 pm         FPC English Handbells Rehearsals 

THURSDAY, November 13 
10 am           “Being With” Course 
3:30 pm        Special Church 
7 pm              FPCNC Choir Rehearsals (Choir Room) 
 

FRIDAY, November 14 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 3:30, 4:30  Jumpin’ Jams (Tate 
Barn) 
2-9 pm           Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
 

SATURDAY, November 15 
9:15 am         A.A. Group (closed) 
10:30 am       A.A. Group (open) 
 

SUNDAY, November 16 
9 am               Music Rehearsals 
10 am             Worship Service & Walk Forward  
                              Sunday 
11:30 am       Coffee Hour  
11:30 am       Blankets for Preemies (Common Rm) 
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THOSE PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE: 

The First Presbyterian Church Choir  

with:  

Lisa Flanagan – soprano, Jamie Ratcliffe – alto, Nikolas Brannan – tenor, Cliff Townsend – bass 
 

Greeters:  Ferial Aldag and Janet Lanaway 

Lay Reader:  Robert Aldag 

Ushers:  Jim Ely and Sue Sherwood 
 

MINISTERS 
The Entire Congregation 

 

OUR PASTORS 
The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor • The Reverend Mary Marple Thies, Parish Associate 

 
 
 

2025-2026 SESSION ELDERS AND DEACONS 
fSESSION ELDERS 

Bob Spangler (Co-Clerk) • Jennifer Van de Graaf (Co-Clerk) • Barb Achenbaum • Tom Butterworth • Jim Ely 
Angela Johnson • Nancy LaBadie • Janet Lanaway • Jan Lucie • Mark Magnusen • Bonnie Peterson  

Mike Peterson • Charlie Sulkowski (Youth) • Steve Van de Graaf • Patty von Jena • Stephan von Jena 
 

DEACONS 
 Dan Mason (Co-Moderator) • Kathy Edwards (Co-Moderator) • Ferial Aldag • Sue Benko • Carole Clarkson 

Chris Cluett • Sue Dishart • Lisa Flanagan • Terence Flanagan (Youth) • Julie Fowler • Jo Ann Nerenburg 
Debera Prosek  

 
OUR STAFF 

Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts • Jim Riehl, Business Administrator  
Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director • Wendy Starr, Office Manager  

Emily Johnson, Communications Assistant • Kate and Matt Ziance, Operations Managers 
Terence D. Flanagan, Sunday Audio Technician 

 
 
 

SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
 
 

 

           Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: 
 
 

     DONATE: 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
https://www.facebook.com/FPCNC/
https://www.instagram.com/firstpresnewcanaan/?fbclid=IwAR2aXLUXiFehHnsqhGnekPfXjQmIErgDsn6IHeTFKuzV1gF-sXMrixQqtlo

