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Grace and peace to you, and welcome!  
As you prepare for Worship, please sign the red welcome pad found at the center of each aisle so that we will 

know you worshipped with us. Then pass it to your neighbor. The last person to sign the pad should pass it back 
to the center of the aisle. We suggest you prayerfully allow the silent, sacred space of where you are, and the 

quiet stirrings of the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart and mind for Worship.  
 
 
*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT.  
 
 

T HE GAT HERING  
 
Prelude                                               Three Advent chorales from the Orgelbüchlein               Johann Sebastion Bach 
 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland ( Savior of the heathen, come) 
Gottes Sohn ist kommen (Once He came in blessing) 
Herr Christ, der ein’ge Gottessohn (O Thou, of God the Father) 

 
*Call to Worship (from Romans 13:11-12)                                                                          The Rev. Scott Herr  
        

Leader: Do you know what time it is? 
All:   It is time to be up. 
Leader: The night is about over, dawn is about to break. 
All:   We need to be awake to what God is doing! 
Leader: So come, shake off the darkness and come into God’s light. 
All:   With joy, we come before God. 
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*Hymn No. 663:                      Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun                                        Morning Hymn 
 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements                                                    The Rev. Scott Herr 
 
Minute for Mission                   Nancy Coughlin, CEO Person to Person 

            and Julie Fowler 
 
Blessing for our Younger Disciples        Leah Saulsberry 
 
Lighting of the First Advent Candle – HOPE                  Kate and Adelaide Brambilla 
 

 Today we begin our Advent journey. Like the wisemen, our journey takes many days, but God 
gives us guidance; we just need to watch for the light. We light the Advent candles as a sign of the 
coming light of Christ. 

 

 Today we light the first candle, the candle of hope. (Child and Adult light the first candle.) 
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The Lord went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by day, to lead them along the way, and in a 
pillar of fire by night, to give them lights so that they might travel by day and by night. Exodus 
13:21 

 

All: We wait in hope for the coming of Christ. Amen. 
 

                            Prepare the Way of the Lord (sung twice)             Prepare the Way 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call to Confession                                                 Janet Lanaway 
 

Leader: This is a new year, time to look ahead, time to prepare for the coming of Christ.  It is also time to 
look to the past, to acknowledge how we have failed to love God and to love our neighbor.  
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us come, confessing our sin, first with one voice and then in silence. 

 

Confession of Sin (unison)                                            Janet Lanaway 
 

 We confess, O God, that we do not take seriously your coming in our lives.  We question that 
salvation is near at hand, so we replace holy days with holidays.  We hurry past opportunities 
to give the gift of kindness. We do not forgive those dearest to us or welcome into our hearts 
and homes the poor and the stranger.  We fail to see you at work in the world.  We do not 
prepare a place for you in our lives.  Forgive us and guide us to your grace.  Amen. 

 

(silence for further individual reflection and repentance…) 
 

Leader:   In Jesus’ name we pray.  
All: Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon (based on Jeremiah 23:5-6)                     Janet Lanaway 
 

Leader: We stand before God, not through our own goodness, but through God’s great mercy toward us.  
All:  This is the good news: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 

*Gloria Patri (No. 580)                                     Gloria Patri (Scottish) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, Amen. 

 

*Passing of the Peace                                       Janet Lanaway 
 

Leader:   Hear the message of angels, “On earth peace among those whom God favors!”  The peace of 
Christ be with you. 

All:  And also with you.  
Leader: Please share Christ’s peace with one another. 
 
Congregation greets one another and shares the peace of Christ  
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T HE WORD 
 

Prayer for illumination (unison)                  Janet Lanaway 
 

Loving God, open our lives--eyes, ears and minds--to see your light that shines in the darkness. 
Remove from us all that keeps us from seeing the light of Christ. Amen. 
 

First Lesson – Isaiah 2:1-5               Janet Lanaway 
 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2In days to come 
the mountain of the LORD's house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
3Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
5O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD! 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.  

 

Anthem:                            Call to Advent                                                     J. Jerome Williams 
 

O come, O come Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lowly exile here 
Until the Son of God appears. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand;  
Ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For, with blessing in His hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 
 

Alleluia! 
 

FPCNC Choir 
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Second Lesson – Matthew 24:36-44              The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

36‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in 
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all 
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will 
be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
  

Leader: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon               Fellowship of Insomniacs      The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 

 
RESPONDING TO T HE  WO RD  

 
*Affirmation of Faith – Hymn No. 384:        Soon and Very Soon                                               Soon and Very Soon 
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Prayers of the People                                                       The Rev. Scott Herr 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                                                                                   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 
Call for the Offering                The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

Leader: Today we remember God’s gift of hope to us.  Hope is but one of the many gracious and generous 
gifts we are given, though the best gift of all is God’s own Son.  In thanks and love, let us respond 
with our gifts. 

 
Offertory Anthem:                            E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come                                              Paul O. Manz 
 

Peace be to you and grace from Him 
Who freed us fron our sins, 
Who loved us all and shed His blood 
That we might saved be. 
Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, 
The Lord, Almighty God, 
Who was and is and is to come; 
Sing Holy, Holy Lord! 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
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Rejoice on earth ye saints below, 
For Christ is coming, is coming soon! 
E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
And night shall be no more; 
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, 
For Christ will be their All! 
                                                   (Revelation 22) 

 

FPCNC Choir 
 
*Doxology (No. 606)                           Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                  Old Hundredth   

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)                         Janet Lanaway 
 

O God, we want to be ready for the coming of your Son.  Receive and use the gifts we bring to 
clothe the naked, feed the hungry, announce the good news.  Bless and use us to minister to 
your children.  Then we shall be ready to welcome Him.  Amen.  

 
S E N D I N G  

 
*Hymn No. 97:                             Watchman, Tell Us of the Night                                                 Aberystwyth 
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*Benediction                                                          The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 

*Choral Amen  
 

*Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

*Postlude           Lob sei dem allmächtigen Gott (from Orgelbüchlein)            Johann Sebastion Bach 
(To God we render thanks and praise) 

    
 
 

CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274 

 
 

Join us in the Common Room after worship  
for a time of fellowship, coffee/tea and snacks.  

 
 

Don’t forget to stop by the Welcome Table  
to see what’s happening in our community. 
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T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P  

 

We welcome you to worship on this the first Sunday of Advent, the season when we celebrate Christ’s coming 
into the world and look ahead with longing for Christ’s coming again. Reflecting on the lectionary texts from 
Isaiah and Matthew we consider how we might live in this in-between and challenging time. 
 

 

THE PERFECT GIFT We honor and celebrate leaders like retired pastors, church workers and their families who 
have faithfully guided and led us but who now find themselves in critical financial need. We honor and celebrate 
emerging leaders like students in schools and colleges equipping communities of color, who develop leadership 
skills as they pursue their education and prepare to bring their gifts in service to the world God loves so much. 
Jesus’ example as a child born to be among us and lead us to eternal life provides a pattern for us to follow as 
we celebrate those who have led us in the past and will lead us into the future. Through the Christmas Joy 
Offering, we come together to support past, present and future leaders, embodying God’s perfect gift to us, Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Thanks in part to support from this Offering, church workers can receive critical financial assistance to support 
them through life’s challenging circumstances. These generous actions bear witness to our faithful response to 
God’s charge to love one another as Christ commanded.  

• $1.1 million of gifts from the 2024 Offering are being used to provide critical financial support and grants 

for current and retired Presbyterian church workers in their times of need.  

• Income supplements from the Board of Pensions helped nearly 261 individual recipients, assisting retired 

church workers and surviving spouses with the means to provide for themselves.  

• Housing supplements from the Board of Pensions helped more than 1,366 individual recipients remain in 

their homes, afford assisted living, or long-term care.  

• Emergency Assistance Grants from the Board of Pensions helped more than 199 individual recipients 

facing times of great financial need or uncertainty due to unforeseen circumstances. 
 

Did you know? The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished 
Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The Offering distributes 
gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions 
and to Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 

communities of color. The Assistance Program provides critical financial support to church workers and their 
families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide education and leadership development while 
nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years. 
 



10 | P a g e  

 

 
T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P    (Cont’d) 

 
Sunday School! Join us as we explore Bible stories and all our questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and 
the world around us. We will explore these themes through discussion, crafts, music, and other visual media. 
Children begin worship in the Sanctuary with their families then following the Blessing for Young Disciples, we 
move to our Sunday School classes upstairs in the Bliss House and then return to the Sanctuary towards the end 
of worship. 
  

If your child is participating in Sunday School, please fill out this very short form so that we have up-to-date family 
contact numbers, and you can provide us with any information about your child that will help us minister to 
them: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents 
  

Adults or older teens who want to come be part of the fun of Sunday School, we need you! Join us and bring your 
own sense of wonder and joy as we learn together what it means to be part of God’s big family. Let us know of 
your interest by filling out this form: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25, or reach out to Leah 
Saulsberry at leahs@fpcnc.org. 
 

Children are warmly welcome to stay in Worship! For children who stay during worship, the Pray-Ground can 
be found in the area in front of the back pew bench. The Pray-Ground is a designated place in the Sanctuary 
where young children can experience worship through age-appropriate worship materials and tools that will help 
keep them engaged in what is happening. We will continue to rotate books and coloring materials on an ongoing 
basis. Although it can seem counter-intuitive to adults, children are often able to process what they hear more 
effectively when they have something to do with their hands. 
 

Any child worshipping in the Pray-Ground should bring their grown-up with them to the Pray-Ground. Including 
young children in worship can sometimes feel a little daunting, especially on days when they’re feeling a little 
extra fidgety, but we don’t need to be discouraged from keeping children in the Sanctuary. There are many 
important things that children learn while in worship, even when we’re not sure if they’re paying attention. 
Young children learn by observing the adults around them. Children acquire the “language” of worship by 
listening to and observing the words the adults around them say, much like how they learn their native tongue. 
Quite simply, children learn to worship by regularly being in Worship. So families with little ones should feel 
free to worship together in the Pray-Ground! 
 
FPCNC also offers childcare during our Sunday Service provided by Saturnina Greaves and Lizz Reyes from Wee 
Care Nanny Agency. Our Nursery is located just off our Common Room vestibule down the long hall from the 
Sanctuary and is available between the hours of 8:45–11:30am. Parental and guardian sign-in is required and 
we do ask that you pick up your child promptly after the Service. 
 

Have a prayer request? Prayer Cards are located in the back of the church adjacent to the Sanctuary entrance. 
Before worship, please give the completed Prayer Card to either Scott, Mary or one of the Ushers. These requests 
will be included in our Prayers of the People for that Sunday. You will have the option to exclude your prayer 
from the communal prayer if you prefer. All prayers will be held and prayed over in confidence. Any questions or 
concerns, please contact Mary (marythies75@gmail.com). 
 

Cents-Ability – The Cents-ability jar is in the hallway on the way to the Common Room. Please 
drop your spare change into the jar either on the way to Coffee Hour or whenever you’re at 
church. You can also take home a small cents-ability bank to collect change. All change 
collected will be donated to the New Canaan Food Pantry.  
 
SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
 

https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents
https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25
mailto:leahs@fpcnc.org
mailto:marythies75@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
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A B O U T  T O D A Y ’ S  M U S I C  
 
This Sunday, our organ music is composed by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). We hear pieces from his 
Orgelbüchlein (Little Organ Book). BWV 599−644 is a set of 46 chorale preludes. All but three were written 
between 1708 and 1717 when Bach served as Organist to the Ducal Court in Weimar; the remainder and a short 
two-bar fragment came no earlier than 1726, after the composer’s appointment as Cantor at the Thomasschule 
in Leipzig. Bach's apparent plan was for a collection of 164 settings of chorale tunes sung during the Church year 
so that each part of the year was represented. However, only 46 of these were completed. The Orgelbüchlein as 
Bach left it contains about 80 minutes of music which span the liturgical calendar. The Title page of the 
Orgelbüchlein reads: Little Organ Book, in which a beginning organist receives given instruction as to performing 
a chorale in a multitude of ways while achieving mastery in the study of the pedal, since in the chorales contained 
herein the pedal is treated entirely obbligato. 
 

Our first FPCNC Choir anthem is music by J. Jerome Williams (b. 1938), a native of Morganton, North Carolina 
where his high school band director was noted North Carolina composer, M. Thomas Cousins. Mr. Williams 
studied music at Mars Hill College (AA), East Carolina, and Appalachian State University (BS, MA), all in North 
Carolina. He was Band and Choral Director at Hildebran High School, Cultural Arts Coordinator for the Burke Co. 
Public Schools North Carolina), and Choral Director at East Burke High School before retiring in 1994 after 32 
years in the county school system. Following his retirement, he taught at Mars Hill College and continues to work 
with the Choral Festival there. He continues to be active in choral music as a guest conductor and in assisting 
groups and directors on a request basis. Mr. Williams has over 45 years’ experience as a church choir director. In 
2007, he retired from First United Methodist Church in Hickory after 31 years of service. The church awarded 
him the title Chancel Choir Director Emeritus. 
 

Our FPCNC Choir’s offertory anthem is music composed by Paul Otto Manz (1919-2009), an American composer 
for choir and organ. His most famous choral work is the Advent motet E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come, heard 
this morning, which has been performed at the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at King's College, Cambridge, 
though its broadcast by the neighboring Choir of St John's College, Cambridge, in its Advent Carol Service 
precipitated its popularity. Manz long served the church as recitalist, composer, teacher, and leader in worship. 
He was Cantor Emeritus of Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He was the Director of the 
Paul Manz Institute of Church Music and was Professor Emeritus of Church Music at Christ Seminary-Seminex at 
the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. Manz was trained as an educator at Concordia Teacher's College in 
River Forest, Illinois (now Concordia University Chicago) and he earned a Master's Degree in Music at 
Northwestern University. A Fulbright grant enabled him to study with Flor Peeters in Belgium and Helmut Walcha 
in Germany. The Belgian government invited him to be the official United States representative in ceremonies 
honoring Peeters on his 80th birthday and his 60th year as Titular Organist of the Cathedral of Saint Rombout in 
Mechelen, Belgium. From 1957 until 1976, while continuing to serve at Mt. Olive, Manz was called to Concordia 
College, St. Paul (now Concordia University, St. Paul), as Professor and Chair of the Division of Fine Arts. He left 
that position in 1976 to return to full-time parish service at Mt. Olive as its Cantor.  
 
 

           Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: 
 
 

          
          DONATE: 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FPCNC/
https://www.instagram.com/firstpresnewcanaan/?fbclid=IwAR2aXLUXiFehHnsqhGnekPfXjQmIErgDsn6IHeTFKuzV1gF-sXMrixQqtlo
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T O D A Y  
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A D V E N T  D E V O T I O N A L S  
 

The Christian year – and in that sense, the Christian faith – begins not with the brilliant flowers of Easter, the 
dazzling flames of Pentecost, or the soft glow of Christmas morning. It begins with the longest nights of the year, 
the growing shadows of despair, conflict, sorrow, and hate – for it’s there that the God of hope, peace, joy, and 
love will arrive. 
 

The word “Advent” means arrival. It’s the four-week season of mindfully watching, waiting, and preparing for 
Jesus to arrive – and at the same time to arrive ourselves at the manger, so to speak, not thousands of years ago 
on the other side of the world, but wherever we are, right here, right now. That’s the journey of Advent. God 
arriving – and each one of us arriving, too. “It gets darker and darker,” the poet Wendell Berry once remarked to 
the writer Anne Lamott, “and then Jesus is born.”  Both Devotionals below are available at the entrance table 
to the Sanctuary and our Welcome Table. 
 

 
Poetry can help us adjust our eyes to the darkness – and thereby notice 
the light. In this devotional Heaven’s Earthly Life – Wendell Berry and the 
Poetry of Advent, we let scripture and Berry’s poetry be our guides, 
together pointing us toward weekly practices that can help us prepare for 
the radiant joy to come. 
 

Grab one for you and/or a friend. A digital version is also available within 
the weekly Tidings email. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Indeed, Advent arrives as the nights grow long and deep and dark (at 
least in the Northern Hemisphere!). Around December 21st, the winter 
solstice marks the longest night of the year – and though we sometimes 
think of “night” as a metaphor for difficulty, this year let’s lean into a 
different kind of poetry, the poetry of the stars. 
 

Dark skies are perfect for stargazing, for seeking out the Light of the 
World among the deep indigos, bottomless blues, and inky blacks 
of God’s night sky. Just as the shepherds and Magi looked up to the 
heavens and faithfully followed the stars, we’ll spend the next four weeks 
training our eyes to wait, and to watch, and to wonder at all God has 
done – and will do – for the love of this broken, beautiful world. 
 

Grab the Starry Nights Advent Devotional for you and your family to 
follow during Advent. A digital version is also available within the weekly 
Tidings email. 
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S T E W A R D S H I P  C A M P A I G N  2 0 2 6  

 
“Now Thank We All Our God! 2026 Stewardship 
Thanks to all of you that have already submitted your 2026 Stewardship Campaign Pledge Card. We are almost 
75% towards meeting our 2026 Stewardship Campaign goal of $920,000. If you have not already done so, please 
prayfully consider giving to this year’s campaign and submit your 2026 pledge.  If you do not have a pledge card, 
please ask an Usher for a card or you can also submit the details online here: 
https://fpcnc.org/pledges/.  Together, we can all support the work and mission of First Presbyterian! We pray 
that you will join us in committing ourselves anew to the ministry and mission of Christ through our congregation 
and to being more generous stewards of the abundance we have received.  
 
 
 

T H I S  W E E K  @  F P C  
 

The next MEN’S ZOOM GATHERING is this Wednesday, December 3 
at 7:00am.  
As Advent starts this Sunday, what a great time to talk about the 
Advent season which culminates at Christmas!  While the season of 
Advent is not described in the New Testament, the Christian church 
starts the Christian New Year calendar with Advent. No, we didn’t 
miss planning a Christian New Year’s Eve party!  But we could miss 

many of the important meanings and inspirations of Advent if we don’t intentionally focus on them. We know 
Christmas will arrive, so, what is Advent all about? What does the season of Advent mean to each of us? Why is 
the first Advent Sunday’s Matthew scripture selected?  How should this Advent season transform us and our 
church?  How long is Advent? [Hint: answer not on the calendar]  Please get your morning coffee and your Bible 
and participate in our discussion. Contact Wendy wendy@fpcnc.org or Mark Magnusen 
mmagnusen@yahoo.com for the Zoom link to join the discussion. We look forward to seeing you then! 
 
 
Wednesday Weekly Bible Studies, led by Darlene Harmon, meets every Wednesday from 10:00am-11:30am. 
We are now studying King Solomon and Proverbs. Please come at 9:45am to share a cup of tea/coffee and snack 
in the Parlor/Library. We hope you can come join us! Everyone is invited! 
 
 
“Being With”, led by Scott, Steve Sieke and Marian Sieke, meets Thursdays from 10:00am-11:30am until 
December 11, just 2 more discussions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://fpcnc.org/pledges/
mailto:wendy@fpcnc.org
mailto:mmagnusen@yahoo.com
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D E C E M B E R  H A P P E N I N G S  
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D E C E M B E R  H A P P E N I N G S   (Cont’d) 
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D E C E M B E R  H A P P E N I N G S   (Cont’d) 
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D E C E M B E R  H A P P E N I N G S   (Cont’d) 
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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S  

 
ARE YOU A MAGICIAN? 
If not, you can be! The Worship, Music & Fine Arts committee and the Flower committee could use your help at 
the following times to transition our worship experience from Christ the King into Advent: 
 

 4:30pm TODAY (November 30)   Deck the Halls Advent Party  
  Decorating trees, foyer, hanging greens in Sanctuary, placing creches in various locations and 

helping little ones decorate the Common Room tree. 
 

Remember, our worship and the activities of many groups who use our church are inspired by our decor!  YOU 
CAN BE A MAGICIAN! 
 
 
News from the Worship, Music and Fine Arts Committee 
As we move into the season of Advent, we send warm greetings and heartfelt thanks to all of our church members 
who continue to step up to help and assist during our Sunday morning worship services. Serving as an usher, 
greeter, reader, communion preparer, communion server or cross bearer is an important role as it helps our 
church staff and enhances the worship experience for all. To those of you who participate on a regular basis, we 
thank you! To our newer church members who have decided to give it a try and sign up for the first time, we are 
most grateful.   We hope that you will continue to be part of our growing “worship team” and that you are finding 
the experience meaningful. As we move into the Advent season in December and then through the winter 
months of January and February, we ask you to prayerfully consider signing up to serve on Sunday mornings.   
We also have two Christmas Eve services on December 24th at 5:00pm and 10:00pm that could use your special 
attention and participation. We all have busy lives with family and work commitments, but our Sunday worship 
services continue on and can always use your kind help when you are able. Please consider logging into the Sign-
Up Genius found on the church home page (www.fpcnc.org) to find a Sunday that works for you. To find out 
more about how you can help, please speak with Jan Lucie, Linda Martin or Armin Thies of the Worship 
Committee or call Wendy in the church office. We look forward to seeing you in church on Sunday mornings or 
at one of our many church programs and musical offerings. May the Advent season bring deep meaning to you 
as we await the birth of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.     
 

Thank you from the Worship, Music and Fine Arts Committee. We are grateful for all your participation. 

 

http://www.fpcnc.org/
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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S   (Cont’d) 

 
The last Goodwill Collection of the season will be Saturday, 
December 13 from 9am-1pm. Donations of clothing, furniture, and 
household items in good condition are welcomed and receipts for tax 
purposes will be available. Collections will be in our parking lot of First 
Presbyterian Church. Goodwill Industries provides vocational services 
for people with disabilities and special needs. REMINDER – this is the 
last Goodwill drive for the season until they resume on April 11, 2025. 
 

 
Lost and Found 
If you left this “Jones Road” bronzer makeup in the Sanctuary this past Sunday, 
please stop by the office to pick it up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

M I S S I O N  &  O U T R E A C H  
 

It’s Dove Time! Each year, First Presbyterian Church 
joins with other local houses of worship to 
participate in Person to Person's (P2P) annual DOVE 
program to provide food for families and seniors in 
our community who might otherwise go without 
during the holiday season. 
  

In lieu of physically buying food for families, P2P is 
again offering a digital white dove this year. A 
suggested $50 donation will be used to purchase a 
gift card to a local grocery store and passed out to 

those who are in need. Each $50 contribution will cover one family or senior 
and donations can be made via check or cash and brought to church. A table 
will be at the rear of the Sanctuary each Sunday between Sunday, November 
23 through Sunday, December 14. Please visit us there, make a donation and 
put a “dove on our Christmas tree!” Alternatively, you can mail your checks to 
the FPC Main Office, Attn: Wendy Starr, 178 Oenoke Ridge, New Canaan, CT 
06840 (Checks should be payable to “FPCNC” and marked for “2025 DOVE 
Program”). We will collect the white dove donations, but P2P will 
purchase and deliver the gift cards to the clients.  
  

Additionally, if you would rather give a donation for Scholarship or Emergency Assistance (Green Doves), go 
directly to the P2P website at:  https://give.p2phelps.org/give/617838/#!/donation/checkout. In the "leave a 
comment” section, please write “Green Doves.” This is a wonderful and safe way to participate in this important 
ministry and the need is again great this year. Support the Digital Dove program, which will run from Sunday, 
November 23 to Sunday, December 14. For more information or if you have any questions, contact the church 
office (203-966-0002 ext. 1 / wendy@fpcnc.org). If anyone wishes to help with managing the DOVE Table on 
Sundays, please contact the office. 

https://give.p2phelps.org/give/617838/#!/donation/checkout
mailto:wendy@fpcnc.org
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M I S S I O N  &  O U T R E A C H   (Cont’d) 

 

Mission for Mission! 
Mission Month was a success! Thank you all for your wonderful expression of compassion through your 
outpouring of donations during Mission Month! We continue to expand First Presbyterian’s impact in the 

community – let’s keep it going                    ! 
 
  
Mission Month 2025 donations: 
- Undie Sunday (benefiting The Undie Project): 
 356 Underwear & Teeshirts 
- Socktober (benefiting New Covenant Center): 
 365 Pair of Socks  
- Diaper Drive (benefiting CT Diaper Bank):  
 1550 Diapers (newborn to adult), 24 Similac bottles, 4 pkgs babywipes 
- Toiletry Roundup (benefiting Bridgeport Rescue Mission): 
 So much - including Shampoo / Soap / Feminine Products / Shaving Products / Tooth Brushes & Paste /  
            Bandages & Pain Reliever / Multi-packs of travel sized toiletries and more !!! 
 
New Covenant Center   
Our final 2025 New Covenant Center in Stamford, CT cooking & serving 
concluded Saturday, November 1st! Thank you all for your support and 
volunteering to serve those in need. We are scheduled to cook & serve the 
1st Satuday of March, April, May, Sept, Oct and Nov in 2026. Mark your 
calendars! If you’re interested in helping cook or serve, check out Signup Genius here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-newcovenant#/ or reach out to Steve Van de Graaf 
(stevedg01@gmail.com). 

 

Thank you for your dedication to make the world a kinder, safer and a healthier place. Any questions, please 
reach out to Steve Van de Graaf (stevedg01@gmail.com).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-newcovenant#/
mailto:stevedg01@gmail.com
mailto:stevedg01@gmail.com
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U P C O M I N G  C O N C E R T S  @  F P C  

 
Join us for our Holiday Concert 
- Rejoice!  a festive concert of sacred 
masterworks and seasonal carols. 
(December 12 concert at St. James 
the Less in Scarsdale. December 14 
concert at First Presbyterian Church 
in New Canaan.) Britten’s Festival Te 
Deum offers a striking, multi-layered 
treatment of this historic text, while 
his mystical Rejoice in the 
Lamb showcases his imaginative use 
of poetry and sound. Vivaldi’s 
radiant Gloria crowns the program 
with music as glorious and uplifting as 
the season itself, complemented by 
beloved carols that complete this 
celebration in song. Directed by 
Jeremy Wiggins and accompanied by our own Terence J. Flanagan. Our famous wine and cheese reception 
will follow each concert. Obtain your tickets at www.charisvocals.com or at the door.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.charisvocals.com/
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C O M M U N I T Y  
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C O M M U N I T Y   (Cont’d) 
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C O M M U N I T Y   (Cont’d) 
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P R A Y E R S  A N D  C O N C E R N S  
 

Please keep the following people in your hearts.  
 

New prayers and concerns: for Bernice Pescosolido and her extended family as her husband Bill (Audrey and 
Layla's grandfather) died on October 24. 
 

Continued prayers and concerns: Joe Achenbaum (Whitney Gulden’s father-in-law) has cancer–Joe Achenbaum 
is a cousin of Barbara Achenbaum‘s husband Jon; Tim and Kate Albert (friends of the Holden family); Kevin 
Bedford (Mark Magnusen’s friend); Judy Bentley; Betty Drew (Sue Dishart’s mother); family and friends of Rita 
Englund (Sven Englund’s wife) who died November 5; Amy Granato (Julie Fowler’s sister); Chris Harris (Dede 
Trefts' lifelong and beloved friend) is in the last stage of a very long battle with cancer; Dan Hodges; David 
Johnson (Elsbeth Johnson’s son); healing prayers for Denise Lynch; Layla Magnusen, recovering from knee 
surgery; Sarah, James and Rowan Marcotte (Jen Van de Graaf’s sister and family); Josephine Markell (Jim Riehl’s 
105-year-old aunt); Mary (Barbara Wentzel’s sister); Matthew (Terry’s nephew) and his family as they deal with 
his recent diagnosis; Missy (Sarah Robinson’s sister-in-law) and her two daughters, Lexi and Maggie. Missy has 
been diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer; Sandy Nissley; Mickie Richards (friend of Jen & Steve Van de Graaf); John 
Robinson (Darlene Harmon’s brother) who has lung cancer; Nancy Russell (Linda Martin’s sister); Mindy Starr-
Pfahler (Wendy Starr’s cousin); Ken Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s brother); J. Stuart Stringfellow (Kate 
Stringfellow-Ziance’s father); Homero Villareal; and the Abo Noktah family (the Syrian family FPCNC sponsored): 
father Khaldoun, mother Khawla Alzob, daughters Hanin, Zain and Hayat, and sons Yaman and Ahmed, and 
Khaldoun’s mother, Nam Abo Noktah. 
 

We continue to pray for the families and friends of the victims who have been affected by gun violence.   
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is our presence around the world when disasters happen. Through them we are 
on the ground around the world, responding to the enormous needs following wildfires, hurricanes and 
earthquakes and during war. PDA Giving: https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give 
 

PSNE Community Prayer: For Martin Luther King Jr. Community Presbyterian Church, its Members, Session, 
Seekers, and the Community of Springfield, MA. 
 

G R O W  I N  F A I T H  
 

If you know of someone in urgent need of mental 
health support, please remember the resource that our town has in the New Canaan Urgent Assessment 
Program.  The town, in partnership with Silver Hill Hospital, is prepared to offer psychiatric assessment and 
tailored referral for ongoing care.  The Program serves children, teens and adults who are New Canaan residents 
free of charge.  To schedule an intake call, email NCUA@silverhillhospital.org or call Silver Hill Hospital admissions 
at 1-866-542-4455 and indicate that you are asking about the New Canaan Urgent Assessment Program.  For 
more details use this link: https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/ 
 
Pastoral Care Team:  
This can be a tender time of year for those who have lost a loved one recently or who 
are unable to be with family. Do you know of someone who might appreciate a phone 
call or a visit? Our congregation has a team of people who are ready to reach out to 
church members who are facing a life crisis. They may be in declining health, shut-ins, 
living in a care facility, grieving, or struggling with a significant change in their 
circumstances. Our Pastoral Care Team, made up of Ferial Aldag, Peg Bull, Debera 
Prosek, Ellen Sisson, Barbara Wentzel and The Rev. Mary Thies, is ready to provide pastoral care to church 
members who are dealing with such a situation. If you know of someone who could benefit from this ministry or 
if you have questions about the work of the team, please call the church office 203-966-0002 (ext 1). 

https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give
mailto:NCUA@silverhillhospital.org
https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of NEW CANAAN 

 

 
CALENDAR – UPCOMING WEEK 

 

 
 

CALENDAR – DECEMBER 
 

 Monday, Dec 8, 7:00pm Deacon Meeting (Zoom) 

 Tuesday, Dec 9, 7:00pm Session Meeting 

 Thursday, Dec 11, 3:00pm New Canaan Chamber Music Concert 

 Friday, Dec 12, 7:00pm New Canaan Chamber Music Concert 

 Sunday, Dec 14, 10:00am Third Sunday of Advent 

 Sunday, Dec 14, 4:00pm Charis Chamber Voices Concert 

 Tuesday, Dec 16, 7:00pm Open Mic Night 

Wednesday, Dec 17, 7:00am Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 

Wednesday, Dec 17, 7:00pm New Canaan High School Choirs Concert @ FPC 

Friday, Dec 19, 5:00-7:00pm FPC Christmas Party at the Manse 

Sunday, Dec 21, 10:00am Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, Dec 21, 4:00pm Blue Christmas Service 

Wednesday, Dec 24  Christmas Eve Services: 

         5:00pm – Family Service 

         6:30pm – God’s Acre Caroling & Tree Lighting  

         10:00pm – Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols with  

          FPCNC Choir, Harp, Organ and English Handbells 

SUNDAY, November 30 
9 am          Music Rehearsals 
10 am        Worship Service – First Sunday of Advent 
11:15 am  Coffee Hour  
4:30 pm    Deck the Halls Advent Party 
 

MONDAY, December 1 
3:30, 4:30  Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn)  
2-9 pm       Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
7 pm          Purple Heather Dancers 
 

TUESDAY, December 2 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30  Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn) 
10:30 am   Staff Leadership Meeting 
6 pm          Charis Chamber Voices REHEARSAL 
8 pm          Men’s A.A. Group (closed) 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 3 
7 am          Men’s Gathering (Zoom) 
10 am        Weekly Bible Studies (Parlor) 
2-9 pm      Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
4:30 pm    FPC English Handbells Rehearsal 

THURSDAY, December 4 
10 am         “Being With” Program 
3:30 pm      Special Church 
7 pm            FPC Choir Rehearsal 
 

FRIDAY, December 5 
9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 3:30, 4:30   Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn) 
2-9 pm         Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
 

SATURDAY, December 6 
9:15 am       A.A. Group (closed) 
10:30 am     A.A. Group (open) 
1-5 pm         Wilton Studios–Music Lessons 
 

SUNDAY, December 7 
9 am            Music Rehearsals 
10 am          Worship Service – Second Sunday of Advent 
11:15 am    Coffee Hour  
1:00 pm      Wilton Studios–Music Recitals 
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THOSE PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE: 

The First Presbyterian Church Choir  

with:  

Lisa Flanagan – soprano, Jamie Ratcliffe – alto, Nikolas Brannan – tenor, Devon Mitchell – bass 
 

Greeters:  Darlene Harmon and Barbara Wentzel 

Lay Reader:  Janet Lanaway 

Ushers:  Fell Herdeg and Jo Ann Nerenburg 

Cross Bearer:  Armin Thies 

 
MINISTERS 

The Entire Congregation 
 

OUR PASTORS 
The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor • The Reverend Mary Marple Thies, Parish Associate 

 
 
 

2025-2026 SESSION ELDERS AND DEACONS 
SESSION ELDERS 

Bob Spangler (Co-Clerk) • Jennifer Van de Graaf (Co-Clerk) • Barb Achenbaum • Tom Butterworth • Jim Ely 
Angela Johnson • Nancy LaBadie • Janet Lanaway • Jan Lucie • Mark Magnusen • Bonnie Peterson  

Mike Peterson • Charlie Sulkowski (Youth) • Steve Van de Graaf • Patty von Jena • Stephan von Jena 
 

DEACONS 
 Dan Mason (Co-Moderator) • Kathy Edwards (Co-Moderator) • Ferial Aldag • Sue Benko • Carole Clarkson 

Chris Cluett • Sue Dishart • Lisa Flanagan • Terence Flanagan (Youth) • Julie Fowler • Jo Ann Nerenburg 
Debera Prosek  

 
OUR STAFF 

Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts • Jim Riehl, Business Administrator  
Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director • Wendy Starr, Office Manager  

Emily Johnson, Communications Assistant • Kate and Matt Ziance, Operations Managers 
Terence D. Flanagan, Sunday Audio Technician 

 
 

SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday 
 
 

 

           Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: 
 
 

     DONATE: 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa31-sunday
https://www.facebook.com/FPCNC/
https://www.instagram.com/firstpresnewcanaan/?fbclid=IwAR2aXLUXiFehHnsqhGnekPfXjQmIErgDsn6IHeTFKuzV1gF-sXMrixQqtlo

