- FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
NEW CANAAN

Where Faith, Families & Friends Connect

Stewardship Commitment Sunday ¢ November 16, 2025 ¢ 10:00am
178 OeNOKE RIDGE, NEw CANAAN, CT 06840 » 203-966-0002 « FPCNC.ORG

Grace and peace to you, and welcome!

As you prepare for Worship, please sign the red welcome pad found at the center of each aisle so that we will
know you worshipped with us. Then pass it to your neighbor. The last person to sign the pad should pass it back
to the center of the aisle. We suggest you prayerfully allow the silent, sacred space of where you are, and the
quiet stirrings of the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart and mind for Worship.

*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT.

THE GATHERING

Prelude Preludium Circulaire (from Symphonie Il, Op. 13) Charls Marie Widor

*Call to Worship (Psalm 118) The Rev. Mary Marple Thies

Leader: O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
People: God’s steadfast love endures for ever!
Leader: Let Israel say,

People: God’s steadfast love endures for ever.’
Leader: Let the house of Aaron say,

People: God’s steadfast love endures for ever.’
Leader: Let those who fear the LORD say,

People: God’s steadfast love endures for ever...’
Leader:  This is the day that the LORD has made;
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it.



*Hymn No. 712

As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought
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1 As those of old their first-fruits brought of vine-yard, flock, and field
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so  we to-day our first-fruits bring, the wealth of this  good land:

The church of Christ is call -ing us to makethe dream come true:

Welcome and Announcements

Blessing for our Younger Disciples
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. i | |
s T — : lb—; o a3
= v_1 | . . 1 :F F I ‘ |
| Yy | e I [ | I
i | . | I | | - Il
] I I I 1 I I ] I
frm IrV\ ] ] I I o I
A2V D
o . |
of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
a  world re-deemed by Christ-like love, all life in Christ made new.
help us to give our -selves each day un - til life’s work is  done.
— -' _.- ‘P‘ ﬂ ~
<) s 518 ==t s = g
D1 —] — ] i
1. —] 1 f_b ]

The Rev. Scott Herr

Leah Saulsberry

2|Page



Call to Confession (Psalm 32:5) Chris Cluett

Leader:  The Psalmist wrote, “Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and | did not hide my iniquity; | said, ‘I
will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin.” Friends, let us
not hide our sins from God, but confess before God and one another, assured of God’s love and
gracious forgiveness in Jesus Christ.

Confession of Sin (unison) Chris Cluett

Gracious and loving God, we confess we are troubled by the events of our lives and the state of
our world. Headlines are full of wars, insurrections, suffering, famines, corruption and death.
These things are enough to shake our faith and undermine our confidence in your promises.
Lord, we believe; help our unbelief. Deliver us from fear that distracts us from generous giving
and faithful living. Forgive us. Help us to endure that we may gain our souls, always bearing
witness to your love and grace...

(silence for further individual reflection and repentance...)

Leader: InJesus’ name we pray.
People: Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (Psalm 103:11-12) Chris Cluett

Leader:  “For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is God’s steadfast love toward those who
fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so far God removes our transgressions from us.” Hear
and believe the good news:

People: InlJesus Christ, our sins are forgiven and made righteous. Thanks be to God!

*Gloria Patri (No. 580) Gloria Patri (Scottish)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, Amen.

*Passing of the Peace Chris Cluett

Leader:  Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica, “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at
all times in all ways.” Friends, may the peace of Christ be with you all!

People: And also with you.

Leader:  Please share Christ’s peace with one another.

Congregation greets one another and shares the peace of Christ

THE WORD

Prayer for illumination (unison) Chris Cluett

Almighty God, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and obey it!” Open our
hearts and minds to the reading and hearing of your holy Word today, that we may be doers of
the Word, and not hearers only. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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First Lesson — Malachi 4:1-2 Chris Cluett

Leader:
People:

Anthem:

! See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch. 2But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise,
with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

To Thee, O Lord Sergi Rachmaninoff
To thee, O Lord, do | lift my soul, My God | trust in thee.

FPCNC Choir, Allison Gray — soprano

Second Lesson — Luke 21:5-19 The Rev. Mary Marple Thies

Leader:
People:

Sermon

>When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts
dedicated to God, he said, ®‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one
stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” "They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will
this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?’ 8And he said, ‘Beware that you
are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, “l am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do
not go after them. *“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 1°Then he said to them, ‘Nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 'there will be great earthquakes, and in
various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from
heaven. 2‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you
over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of
my name. 3This will give you an opportunity to testify. 1*So make up your minds not to prepare
your defence in advance; *>for | will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents
will be able to withstand or contradict. ®You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. ¥You will be hated by all because of
my name. #But not a hair of your head will perish. *°By your endurance you will gain your souls.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God.

Like Good Stewards The Rev. Scott Herr

4|Page



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*Affirmation of Faith — Hymn No. 643: Now Thank We All Our God! Nun danket alle Gott
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Prayers of the People The Rev. Mary Marple Thies

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Call for the Offering and Invitation to Commitment (2 Corinthians 9:8) Jim Ely, Elder

Leader:

The apostle Paul reminds us, “God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that
by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.” With
gratitude for God’s goodness and in response to God’s indescribable gift of Jesus Christ, let us
present our tithes and offerings.

On this Christ the King Sunday, we have been reflecting on how gratitude is at the heart of
stewardship and how God calls us to give out of our abundance and not scarcity. We are first to
give ourselves to the Lord, the Apostle Paul writes, and then to one another. Our giving is a way
of serving the larger community through the ministries and mission of this church. And so, now
we come to a time of prayerful and purposeful commitment, when we walk forward to commit
our lives to the Way of Jesus Christ, to reconsecrate our thoughts, words and actions to better
align with God’s values and priorities. Let us now freely and joyfully make our commitment
together to God and to support the ministry and mission of this congregation...

(All who are able and willing are invited at this time to walk forward and put their pledges, tithes
and offerings in the basket before the Communion Table. The Choir will lead the procession and
sing their anthem as we walk forward. Please ask one of the ushers to take your pledge forward if
you wish or are unable.)

Offertory Anthem Treasures in Heaven Joseph W. Clokey

Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth,
Where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal,
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heav’n,
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
Ask, and it shall be given you;
Seek, and ye shall find;
Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
For ev'ry one that asketh receiveth,
And he that seeketh findeth,
And to him that knocketh it shall be opened.
(Matthew 6:19-21, 7:7-8)

FPCNC Choir, Lisa Flanagan — soprano

*Doxology (No. 606) Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*Prayer of Dedication (unison) Chris Cluett

Now thank we all, our God, with heart and hands and voices, because you have blessed us
beyond our imaginings. In return, we pledge our lives, our resources of time, talent and treasure
to your work through the ministry and mission of this congregation. Bless our offerings and pray
they will not only supply the needs of others but also overflow with many thanksgivings to you.

Lord, show us how to use what you have given us to be a blessing to others. In the name of Jesus
Christ, your indescribable gift. Amen.

SENDING
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*Benediction The Rev. Scott Herr
*Choral Amen
*Ringing of the Church Bell

*Postlude Finale (from Symphonie II, Op. 13) Charls Marie Widor

CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274

Join us in the Common Room after worship
for a time of fellowship, coffee/tea and snacks.

Don’t forget to stop by the Welcome Table
to see what’s happening in our community.

TODAY IN WORSHIP

Welcome to worship on this 33" Sunday of Ordinary Time, the day we “Walk Forward” to make our pledges
before God as we reflect more deeply on our stewardship of time, talent and financial resources. We will be
considering the two lectionary readings from Malachi and the gospel according to Luke about how all that we
are and all that we have are but gifts from God’s hand. How we use our life energies and resources reflects more
accurately than any words our true “spirituality.” We pray for grace to guide us in better aligning our priorities
with God’s priorities in all areas of life. Either way, we’re glad you are here and pray you will be spiritually
refreshed and socially reoriented for the week ahead!

Walk Forward Sunday — Not only is this a day on which we receive a lot of
pledges, but for many of us who walk forward, it is also an expression of the
congregation's coming together to pledge our support to God, to each other,
and to our community for the coming year. If you have already delivered your £
pledge to the church, you are still encouraged to walk forward with one of the
extra pledge cards that are provided in your bulletin today as a symbol of your
participation. The Choir will lead the walk forward procession. The pledge cards
can also be used by any congregant who can’t find the ones they received in
the mail! Today we will be placing both our pledges and our tithes, gifts and
offerings in the basket at the steps of the chancel. All should feel free to come
forward when they are ready, or remain seated to enjoy the choir’s offertory
anthem. If you are not ready to pledge today, we hope you will be able to do
so soon. The Stewardship team needs your participation in order to plan First Presbyterian’s programs for the
2026 year. Thank you in advance!
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TODAY IN WORSHIP (Cont’d)

Sunday School! Join us as we explore Bible stories and all our questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and
the world around us. We will explore these themes through discussion, crafts, music, and other visual media.
Children begin worship in the Sanctuary with their families then following the Blessing for Young Disciples, we
move to our Sunday School classes upstairs in the Bliss House and then return to the Sanctuary towards the end
of worship.

If your child is participating in Sunday School, please fill out this very short form so that we have up-to-date family
contact numbers, and you can provide us with any information about your child that will help us minister to
them: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/2024SundaySchoolStudents

Adults or older teens who want to come be part of the fun of Sunday School, we need you! Join us and bring your
own sense of wonder and joy as we learn together what it means to be part of God’s big family. Let us know of
your interest by filling out this form: https://fpcnc.breezechms.com/form/Teachers2024-25, or reach out to Leah
Saulsberry at leahs@fpcnc.org.

Children are warmly welcome to stay in Worship! For children who stay during worship, the Pray-Ground can
be found in the area in front of the back pew bench. The Pray-Ground is a designated place in the Sanctuary
where young children can experience worship through age-appropriate worship materials and tools that will help
keep them engaged in what is happening. We will continue to rotate books and coloring materials on an ongoing
basis. Although it can seem counter-intuitive to adults, children are often able to process what they hear more
effectively when they have something to do with their hands.

Any child worshipping in the Pray-Ground should bring their grown-up with them to the Pray-Ground. Including
young children in worship can sometimes feel a little daunting, especially on days when they’re feeling a little
extra fidgety, but we don’t need to be discouraged from keeping children in the Sanctuary. There are many
important things that children learn while in worship, even when we’re not sure if they’re paying attention.
Young children learn by observing the adults around them. Children acquire the “language” of worship by
listening to and observing the words the adults around them say, much like how they learn their native tongue.
Quite simply, children learn to worship by regularly being in Worship. So families with little ones should feel
free to worship together in the Pray-Ground!

FPCNC also offers childcare during our Sunday Service provided by Saturnina Greaves and Lizz Reyes from Wee
Care Nanny Agency. Our Nursery is located just off our Common Room vestibule down the long hall from the
Sanctuary and is available between the hours of 8:45-11:30am. Parental and guardian sign-in is required and
we do ask that you pick up your child promptly after the Service.

Have a prayer request? Prayer Cards are located in the back of the church adjacent to the Sanctuary entrance.
Before worship, please give the completed Prayer Card to either Scott, Mary or one of the Ushers. These requests
will be included in our Prayers of the People for that Sunday. You will have the option to exclude your prayer
from the communal prayer if you prefer. All prayers will be held and prayed over in confidence. Any questions or
concerns, please contact Mary (marythies75@gmail.com).

Cents-Ability — The Cents-ability jar is in the hallway on the way to the Common Room. Please
drop your spare change into the jar either on the way to Coffee Hour or whenever you’re at
church. You can also take home a small cents-ability bank to collect change. All change
collected will be donated to the New Canaan Food Pantry. Last week we collected an
additional 542 towards our total so far this year of $116.50. Thank you all for your continued
generosity and collecting your spare change.
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SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa3l-sunday

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram:

0o

DONATE:

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC

This Sunday, our organ music is composed by Charles-Marie-Jean-Albert Widor (1844-1937), a French organist,
composer and teacher of the late Romantic era. As a composer he is known for his ten organ symphonies. He
was the longest-serving Organist of Saint-Sulpice in Paris, a role he held for 63 years (January 1870-31 December
1933). He also was Organ Professor at the Paris Conservatory from 1890 to 1896 (following César Franck) and
then he became Professor of Composition at the same institution, following Théodore Dubois. Widor was a
prolific composer, writing music for organ, piano, voice and ensembles. Apart from his ten organ symphonies, he
also wrote three symphonies for orchestra and organ, several songs for piano and voice, four operas and a ballet.
He was one of the first composers to use the term symphony for some of his organ compositions, helped in this
by the organs built by Aristide Cavaillé-Coll.

Our first FPCNC Choir anthem is music by Sergei Vasilyevich Rachmaninoff (1873-1943), a Russian composer,
virtuoso pianist, and conductor. Rachmaninoff is widely considered one of the finest pianists of his day and, as a
composer, one of the last great representatives of Romanticism in Russian classical music. Early influences of
Tchaikovsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, and other Russian composers gave way to a thoroughly personal idiom notable
for its song-like melodicism, expressiveness, dense contrapuntal textures, and rich orchestral colours.
Rachmaninoff studied piano and composition at the Moscow Conservatory, from which he graduated in 1892,
having already written several compositions. Rachmaninoff went on to become Conductor of the Bolshoi Theatre
from 1904 to 1906, and relocated to Dresden, Germany, in 1906. He later embarked upon his first tour of the
United States as a concert pianist in 1909. After the Russian Revolution, Rachmaninoff and his family left Russia
permanently, settling in New York in 1918.

Our FPCNC Choir’s offertory anthem is music composed by Joseph Waddell Clokey (1890-1960), an American
educator, organist and composer of sacred and secular music in the first half of the 20th century. A student of
Edgar Stillman Kelley, he served as Dean of the School of Fine Arts at his alma mater, Miami University, from
1939 until 1946, and had previously been Professor of Organ at Miami University (1916—1923) and Pomona
College. His work included two symphonies, including the Dorian Symphony, two orchestral suites, a string
guartet, a cello and violin sonata, twelve choral works in large form, five operas, organ suites, many organ pieces,
and more than a hundred published choral works. These include The Musical Trust, a 1925 ballad about a flautist,
a tuba-player, and a drum-and-cymbal combo who cannot make any money on their own so they form a band
together. Clokey's father (also named Joseph Clokey) was a Presbyterian pastor, and this was certainly an
influence on the younger Joseph Clokey's focus on sacred music. He was one of the most widely sung composers
in churches during the 1950s.
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TODAY

Blankets for Preemies — November 16 @ 11:30am
November is Prematurity Awareness Month.

the
Please join us in the Common Room after worship ting
for a hands-on service project supporting The Tiny miraclese
Miracles Foundation, a nonprofit helping families FOUNDATION

with premature babies in Fairfield and New Haven Counties. Together we will
make colorful fleece blankets for local NICUs—bringing comfort, warmth, and
hope to fragile newborns and their families. All ages are welcome, no sewing
experience needed, and materials will be provided.

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2026

Stewardship Dedication is today. In the coming weeks, please take time to
reflect on our theme of “Now Thank We All Our God!” and on the abundance
of blessings God has showered upon you. Please prayerfully complete the 2026
Pledge Card which you have received in the mail (there are extras at the
entrance table and online here: https://fpcnc.org/pledges/). Please join us in
bringing your completed Pledge Card to worship today and “Walk Forward”
with your card during the Service, or mail it back to the church in the coming
weeks. We pray that you will join us in committing ourselves anew to the
ministry and mission of Christ through our congregation and to being more
generous stewards of the abundance we have received.

THIS WEEK @ FPC

Wednesday Weekly Bible Studies, led by Darlene Harmon, meets every Wednesday from 10:00am-11:30am.
We are now studying Ephesians. Please come at 9:45am to share a cup of tea/coffee and snack in the
Parlor/Library. We hope you can come join us! Everyone is invited!

Our next MEN'S GATHERING will be in-person on Wednesday,

’ November 19th, from 11:45am to 1:15pm in our Church Common
Room. We're excited to have Jim Lucie as our featured guest. Jim is a
retired Attorney, and he and his wife Jan moved to New Canaan from

[llinois and joined FPCNC about six years ago. They have been very
active members of FPCNC since they joined, with Jan serving on
Session and in other roles and singing in the choir with Jim. As we
learned during the dark days of Covid, Jim is also a fine guitarist, as he and Jan shared their musical skills to
brighten our online services. We're looking forward to hearing Jim share about his family, career and faith. Come
and enjoy a delicious lunch, fellowship and great conversation.

GATHERING

All men are welcome, and feel free to invite a friend or two. Please RSVP to wendy@fpcnc.org or by calling the
office so we can have an accurate count for lunch. We look forward to seeing you in-person at 11:45am on Wed,
Nov 19.
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THIS WEEK @ FPC (Cont’d)

mE
Il ] FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
NEW CANAAN

Open Mic Night

FPCNC Open Mic: Diverse Expressions

Featured Performance by singer-songwriter

guitarist Luke Molina

You are invited to an evening
to share music and/or poetry
(originals and covers welcome)!

Wednesday,
November 19

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
followed by an
open jam session

178 Oenoke ridge,
New Canaan CT

Walk-ins Welcome

Contact Nick Depuy at
nickdepuysite@gmail.com
to sign up and for more information

“Being With”, led by Scott, Steve Sieke and Marian Sieke, meets
Thursdays from 10:00am-11:30am until December 11, along with a
weekly visit from our resident Golden Retriever (pictured on left).
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THIS MONTH

mE
. FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
NEW CANAAN

An Event Ful Holiday
Scason at FPCNC!

7:00 Open Mic Night

30 400  Deck the Halls Advent Party

3:00 New Canaan Chamber Music Concert

12 7:00 New Canaan Chamber Music Concert
:200 Charis Chamber Voices Concert
7:00  NC High School Choirs Concert

PM

24 500  Family Service & Pageant
.24 630  God's Acre Caroling
24 1000  Candlelight Service

PM

Please Plan to Join Us for Some or All of These Events!
Sunday Worship/Sunday School — 10am

Visit fpenc.org or call us at 203-966-0002 ext 1 .\:-:;a}(f >
= e
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NEW CANAAN P

«  Deck the Halls i
Advent Party

Sunday, November 30,
4:30 - 6:00 pm
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. Advent Wreath Making, Gingerbread House ~;f‘:
X Decorating, Caroling and More! ;(L
Hot Cocoa & Refreshments Served! 2 .‘
“- Worship Every Sunday @ 10:00am oty
R e <Y
A For more info visit fpenc.org or call us at 203-966-0002 ext 1 Uk
2/ e,
% ph e os o o 2 RGN Ane . 2y

Iy W ﬁr":«.. . ) 3 aan & :'i"ﬁ:&'(.\\;;}:.: ¥

13| Page



EDITOR’S NOTES

Pumpkins for Cows and Pigs!

It’s that time of year again! This November, Planet New Canaan (New Canaan Transfer Station) will be collecting
whole, undecorated pumpkins that are no longer needed. Local farmers will put them to good use, feeding them
to their livestock — a true win-win for the community and the animals.

Pumpkin drop-off date:
e November 29 at Kiwanis Park

Also available at the New Canaan Transfer Station (https://planetnewcanaan.org/):
TREECYCLE: Our annual Treecycle program will be backin January! Last year, Planet New Canaan
collected more than 800 used Christmas trees and mulched them for delivery to the Nature Center trails.

SWAP SHOP: NC residents can drop off gently used items or take something home — everything you reuse
keeps waste out of the landfill and reduces our carbon footprint. A town favorite, the Swap Shop is open
Wed-Sat, 9am-1pm. Follow them on Instagram - @newcanaanswapshop

REDEEMABLES: Bring your redeemable plastic bottles and cans (no glass! and please don't crush the
cans, they need to be able to read the bar code) to our new Redeemables Shed adjacent to the Swap
Shop. The monies generated by the redeemables will go to local non-profits - this month (November), the
New Canaan Food Pantry will receive the funds! (Open Wed-Sat, 9am-1pm — located to the left of Swap
Shop entrance).
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MISSION & OUTREACH

Mission for Mission!

Mission Month was a success! Thank you all for your wonderful expression
of compassion through your outpouring of donations during Mission Month!
We continue to expand First Presbyterian’s impact in the community — let’s

keep it going !

Mission Month 2025 donations:
- Undie Sunday (benefiting The Undie Project):
356 Underwear & Teeshirts
- Socktober (benefiting New Covenant Center):
365 Pair of Socks
- Diaper Drive (benefiting CT Diaper Bank):
1550 Diapers (newborn to adult), 24 Similac bottles, 4 pkgs babywipes
- Toiletry Roundup (benefiting Bridgeport Rescue Mission):
So much - including Shampoo / Soap / Feminine Products / Shaving Products / Tooth Brushes & Paste /
Bandages & Pain Relieve / Multi-packs of travel sized toiletries and more !!!

Mission Month collected in 2024: - — /
- 140 Underwear (The Undie Project) \ ‘
- 130 Socks (Liberation Program)
- 1100 Diapers (CT Diaper Bank)
- 15 Sheet Sets (Pacific House)

Thank you for your dedication to make the world a kinder, safer and a healthier place. Any questions, please
reach out to Steve Van de Graaf (stevedg01l@gmail.com).
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MISSION & OUTREACH (Contd)

It’s Dove Time! Each year, First Presbyterian Church

joins with other local houses of worship to

/ participate in Person to Person's (P2P) annual DOVE
) program to provide food for families and seniors in
o
2

our community who might otherwise go without
during the holiday season.

In lieu of physically buying food for families, P2P is

g again offering a digital white dove this year. A

\\\ suggested S50 donation will be used to purchase a

gift card to a local grocery store and passed out to

those who are in need. Each $50 contribution will cover one family or senior

and donations can be made via check or cash and brought to church. A table

will be at the rear of the Sanctuary each Sunday between Sunday, November

23 through Sunday, December 14. Please visit us there, make a donation and

put a “dove on our Christmas tree!” Alternatively, you can mail your checks to

the FPC Main Office, Attn: Wendy Starr, 178 Oenoke Ridge, New Canaan, CT

06840 (Checks should be payable to “FPCNC” and marked for “2025 DOVE

Program”). We will collect the white dove donations, but P2P will
purchase and deliver the gift cards to the clients.

Additionally, if you would rather give a donation for Scholarship or Emergency Assistance (Green Doves), go
directly to the P2P website at: https://give.p2phelps.org/give/617838/#!/donation/checkout. In the "leave a
comment” section, please write “Green Doves.” This is a wonderful and safe way to participate in this important
ministry and the need is again great this year. Support the Digital Dove program, which will run from Sunday,
November 23 to Sunday, December 14. For more information or if you have any questions, contact the church
office (203-966-0002 ext. 1 / wendy@fpcnc.org). If anyone wishes to help with managing the DOVE Table on
Sundays, please contact the office.

New Covenant Center

Our final 2025 New Covenant Center in Stamford, CT cooking & serving NEW | focused on
concluded last Saturday, November 1st! Thank you all for your supportand COVENANT Zﬁggsiz&e:;rgffé
volunteering to serve those in need. We are scheduled to cook & serve the CENTER | for abetterlife

1st Satuday of March, April, May, Sept, Oct and Nov in 2026. Mark your

calendars! If vyou're interested in helping cook or serve, check out Signup Genius here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A5AE28A7FF2-newcovenant#/ or reach out to Steve Van de Graaf

(stevedg01l@gmail.com).
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UPCOMING CONCERT @ FPC

Join us for our Holiday Concert
- Rejoice! a festive concert of sacred
masterworks and seasonal carols.
(December 12 concert at St. James ; CHARIS

the Less in Scarsdale. December 14 Cyé{\é%%R

concert at First Presbyterian Church

in New Canaan.) Britten’s Festival Te [ IENEENA TSI

Deum offers a striking, multi-layered ARTISTIC DR
TERENCE J. FLANAGAN

treatment of this historic text, while ACCOMPANIST
his mystical Rejoice in the *
Lamb showcases his imaginative use
of poetry and sound. Vivaldi's
radiant Gloria crowns the program

with music as glorious and uplifting L]Q,e /0 Z/Ce /
as the season itself, complemented J ~ DECEMBER 12 & 14, 2025

by beloved carols that complete this
celebration in song. Directed by

HOLIDAY CONCERT

WWW.CHARISVOCALS.COM | ADULTS $25 SENIORS $20 STUDENTS $15

Jeremy Wiggins and accompanied by our own Terence J. Flanagan. Our famous wine and cheese reception

will follow each concert. Obtain your tickets at www.charisvocals.com or at the door.

New Canaan Chamber Music
Andrew Armstrong, Artistic Director

The Magnlﬁcent Mendelssohn Octet

f"\

s
Nathan Meltzer, violin Simone Porter, violin V|rg|| Moore I, violin

= A l k.
O 0

Hayoung Choi, violin Melissa Reordon viola Carlos Wulker, vnolo

e
Alice Yoo, cello Sara Scanlon, cello Andrew Armstrong , piano

Thursday, December 11, 3:00 PM | Friday, December 12, 7:00 PM

First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan

newcanaanchambermusic.org/tickets
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COMMUNITY

Akttt —
Medicare

Medicare Part D Annual Open Enrollment Period
At Lapham Community Center

October 15 - December 5, by appointment
Open to all residents of New Canaan
Registration Begins October 1

Your once-a-year chance to re-evaluate and perhaps change your prescription drug plan. Your
prescription needs may have changed and, as we have learned in the past, the prescription drug
companies take this opportunity to make significant changes to their rules, formularies and
pricing. The plan that was best for you this year might not be best for you next year. The only
way to know is to use Medicare’s Prescription Drug Plan Finder located at Medicare.gov on the
internet. Our volunteer counselors will be happy to run this program for you free of charge.
Remote and in-person appointments are available. Please call 203-594-3620 for further

information or to register for an appointment.

You may also register through sign-up genius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10COD4DA5SA62AASFEC52.58536574-

medicare/143596534#/
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COMMUNITY (Cont'd)

ok
O
NAVIGATOR

Alzheimer’s and Dementia at Home for New Canaan

Providing support and guidance
to those impacted by Alzheimer’s

and dementia in New Canaan

All Communications Confidential

e 24/7 access to dedicated Alzheimer’s and
dementia specialists

* Complimentary grant-based program

* Exclusive respite apartment

* Exclusive social model adult day programming
* Expedited access to Waveny’s continuum

* Access to trusted resources outside of Waveny
*  Wellness checks and safety assessments

* Education on disease progression and healthcare
resources available

* Assistance with insurance and public benefits

* Coordination of care, advance care planning,
discharge planning

* Emotional support

* Alzheimer’s and dementia caregiver support
group
* Dedicated mobile app

Contact us for a consultation

Phone: 203-594-5289

Email: Navigator@waveny.org

In collaboration with

@\ NEW CANAAN
@ @ ’ COMMUNITY
&)

FOUNDATION

Domestic violence doesn’t take a break
for the holidays.

o
Ssanzuv

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CRISIS CENTER
SINCE 1980

If you or someone you know needs help, call DVCC's
24-hour hotline at 203.588.9097 or visit the website
at DVCCCT.org for more information.

SAVE THE NUMBER

SAVE A LIFE 988
CALL OR TEXT 988 ' it

Save the number, save a life. Add the
988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline (988) to
your phone now—it could save a life
later. Trained crisis counselors are

available to talk 24/7/365.

NEW CANAAN

Behavioral Health
ALLIANCE

Finding the right behavioral health support for yourself, family member
or a friend can feel overwhelming. The New Canaan Behavioral Health
Alliance (NCBHA) is excited to announce the launch of its website. New
Canaan Human Services, NCCF and Silver Hill Hospital have partnered
with over 30 local agencies and organizations to encourage, develop and
support a greater community awareness of behavioral health issues and
resources in our area. To talk directly to someone that can help navigate
available resources, or just to see what behavioral health events are
happening around the area, visit www.newcanaanbha.org.
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PRAYERS AND CONCERNS

Please keep the following people in your hearts.

New prayers and concerns: healing prayers for Denise Lynch; family and friends of Michael Taylor (Carol Taylor’s
nephew) who died October 8; family and friends of Rita Englund (Sven Englund’s wife) who died November 5.

Continued prayers and concerns: Joe Achenbaum (Whitney Gulden’s father-in-law) has cancer—Joe Achenbaum
is a cousin of Barbara Achenbaum’s husband Jon; Tim and Kate Albert (friends of the Holden family); Kevin
Bedford (Mark Magnusen’s friend); Judy Bentley; family of Nancy Caler (Lisa Flanagan’s great aunt) who died
October 26; Betty Drew (Sue Dishart’s mother); Amy Granato (Julie Fowler’s sister); Chris Harris (Dede Trefts'
lifelong and beloved friend) is in the last stage of a very long battle with cancer; Dan Hodges; David Johnson
(Elsbeth Johnson’s son); Josephine Markell (Jim Riehl’s 105-year-old aunt); Mary (Barbara Wentzel’s sister);
Matthew (Terry’s nephew) and his family as they deal with his recent diagnosis; Missy (Sarah Robinson’s sister-
in-law) and her two daughters, Lexi and Maggie. Missy has been diagnosed with Stage 4 cancer; Sandy Nissley;
John Robinson (Darlene Harmon'’s brother) who has lung cancer; Nancy Russell (Linda Martin’s sister); Mindy
Starr-Pfahler (Wendy Starr’s cousin); Ken Stringfellow (Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s brother); J. Stuart Stringfellow
(Kate Stringfellow-Ziance’s father); Homero Villareal; family of Alan Yankey (Cindy & Len Graziano’s family
member) who died October 26; and the Abo Noktah family (the Syrian family FPCNC sponsored): father
Khaldoun, mother Khawla Alzob, daughters Hanin, Zain and Hayat, and sons Yaman and Ahmed, and Khaldoun’s
mother, Nam Abo Noktah.

We continue to pray for the families and friends of the victims who have been affected by gun violence.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is our presence around the world when disasters happen. Through them we are
on the ground around the world, responding to the enormous needs following wildfires, hurricanes and
earthquakes and during war. PDA Giving: https://pcusa.org/giving/stewardship-funds-development/ways-give

PSNE Community Prayer: FFor the following PSNE Clergy: Shin Ahn, Susan Asher, Lynn Barger Elliott, Mark Barger
Elliott, Nancy Baseel, Sophie Beal, Ann Beams, Blake Blakesley, Dallas Bradel, Virginia Brooks, Thelma Burgonio-
Watson, Andre Castillo, Christine Caton, and J. Anthony Charles.

GROW IN FAITH

" T SILVER HILL HOSPITAL If you know of someone in urgent need of mental
health support, please remember the resource that our town has in the New Canaan Urgent Assessment
Program. The town, in partnership with Silver Hill Hospital, is prepared to offer psychiatric assessment and
tailored referral for ongoing care. The Program serves children, teens and adults who are New Canaan residents
free of charge. To schedule an intake call, email NCUA@silverhillhospital.org or call Silver Hill Hospital admissions
at 1-866-542-4455 and indicate that you are asking about the New Canaan Urgent Assessment Program. For
more details use this link: https://silverhillhospital.org/new-canaan-urgent-assessment-program/

Pastoral Care Team: Do you know of someone who needs a visitor or a phone B

call? Our congregation is fortunate to have a team of people who are ready to reach "§"|§§’F,ng (o?ﬁb‘gcseslom
; ; e ; P generosny \ ;

out to church members who are facing a life crisis. They may be in declining health, e oroioness COUTAg@ i

shut-ins, living in a care facility, grieving, or struggling with a significant change in ¢ antleness

their circumstances. Our Pastoral Care Team, made up of Ferial Aldag, Peg Bull, "?’-mercyWORSH|PfFuénd§htp
Debera Prosek, Ellen Sisson, The Rev. Mary Thies and Barbara Wentzel, is ready to J”S’Q';,Justu;e ove=
provide pastoral care to church members who are dealing with such a situation. F“'fyr}.f\‘iln?%”

If you know of someone who could benefit from this ministry or if you have
guestions about the work of the team, please call the church office 203-966-0002 (ext 1).
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of NEW CANAAN

CALENDAR - UPCOMING WEEK

SUNDAY, November 16

THURSDAY, November 20

9am Music Rehearsals 10 am “Being With” Course

10 am Worship Service & Walk Forward Sunday  3:30 pm Special Church

11:30am  Coffee Hour 6-8 pm South Avenue Cottage Board Meeting
11:30am  Blankets for Preemies (Common Rm) 7 pm FPCNC Choir Rehearsals (Choir Room)

MONDAY, November 17

3:30,4:30 Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn)
2-9 pm Wilton Studios—Music Lessons
7 pm Purple Heather Dancers

TUESDAY, November 18

FRIDAY, November 21
9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 3:30, 4:30
Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn)

2-9 pm Wilton Studios—Music Lessons

SATURDAY, November 22

9:30, 10:30, 11:30 Jumpin’ Jams (Tate Barn) 9:15am A.A. Group (closed)
8 pm Men’s A.A. Group (closed) 10:30am  A.A. Group (open)
WEDNESDAY, November 19 12 pm (z;t;):;?;ﬁ(t)rll\/lemonal Garden Interment
10 am Weekly Bible Studies (Parlor) ) , .
11:45am  MEN’s GATHERING In-Person Lunch/Mtg ~ ~ > P™ Wilton Studios-Music Lessons
2-9 pm Wilton Studios—Music Lessons SUNDAY, November 23
4:30 pm FPC English Handbells Rehearsals 9am Music Rehearsals
7-9 pm Open Mic Night 10 am Worship Service
11:30am  Coffee Hour

CALENDAR — NOVEMBER and DECEMBER

Sunday, Nov 30, 10:00am
Sunday, Nov 30, 4:30pm

Wednesday, Dec 3, 7:00am
Sunday, Dec 7, 10:00am
Tuesday, Dec 9, 7:00pm
Thursday, Dec 11, 3:00pm
Friday, Dec 12, 7:00pm
Sunday, Dec 14, 10:00am
Sunday, Dec 14, 4:00pm
Tuesday, Dec 16, 7:00pm
Wednesday, Dec 17, 7:00am
Wednesday, Dec 17, 7:00pm
Friday, Dec 19, 5:00-7:00pm
Sunday, Dec 21, 10:00am
Wednesday, Dec 24, 5:00pm
Wednesday, Dec 24, 6:30pm
Wednesday, Dec 24, 10:00pm

First Sunday of Advent
Advent Party (Advent Wreath making, cookie/tree/Gingerbread house
decorating, outside tree lighting, hot cocoa/cider/donuts)
Men’s Gathering (Zoom)

Second Sunday of Advent

Session Meeting

New Canaan Chamber Music Concert

New Canaan Chamber Music Concert

Third Sunday of Advent

Charis Chamber Voices Concert

Open Mic Night

Men’s Gathering (Zoom)

New Canaan High School Choirs Concert @ FPC

FPC Christmas Party at the Manse

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Christmas Eve Family Service and Pageant

Christmas Eve Caroling @ Gods Acre

Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols Service
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THOSE PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE:

The First Presbyterian Church Choir
with:

Lisa Flanagan — soprano, Jamie Ratcliffe — alto, Nikolas Brannan — tenor, Devon Mitchell — bass

Greeters: Jen and Steve Van de Graaf
Lay Reader: Chris Cluett
Ushers: Fell Herdeg and Paul Martin
MINISTERS
The Entire Congregation

OUR PASTORS
The Reverend Dr. R. Scott Herr, Senior Pastor ¢ The Reverend Mary Marple Thies, Parish Associate

2025-2026 SESSION ELDERS AND DEACONS
SESSION ELDERS
Bob Spangler (Co-Clerk) e Jennifer Van de Graaf (Co-Clerk)  Barb Achenbaum ¢ Tom Butterworth e Jim Ely
Angela Johnson ¢ Nancy LaBadie ¢ Janet Lanaway ¢ Jan Lucie ¢ Mark Magnusen ¢ Bonnie Peterson
Mike Peterson e Charlie Sulkowski (Youth) e Steve Van de Graaf e Patty von Jena ¢ Stephan von Jena

DEACONS
Dan Mason (Co-Moderator)  Kathy Edwards (Co-Moderator) ¢ Ferial Aldag ® Sue Benko e Carole Clarkson
Chris Cluett » Sue Dishart e Lisa Flanagan e Terence Flanagan (Youth) e Julie Fowler ¢ Jo Ann Nerenburg
Debera Prosek

OUR STAFF
Terence J. Flanagan, Director of Music and Fine Arts e Jim Riehl, Business Administrator
Leah Saulsberry, Sunday School Director ¢ Wendy Starr, Office Manager
Emily Johnson, Communications Assistant ¢ Kate and Matt Ziance, Operations Managers
Terence D. Flanagan, Sunday Audio Technician

SIGN UP to Read, Usher or Greet https://www.signhupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aaaad2aa3l-sunday

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: DONATE:
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