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Twenty-fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time ω September 18, 2022 ω 10 am 
178 OENOKE RIDGE, NEW CANAAN, CT 06840 ω 203-966-0002 ω FPCNC.ORG 

 
 
 

Grace and peace to you, and welcome!  
As you prepare for worship, please sign the red welcome pad, and pass it to your neighbor. At the end of the row, 

have the last person please pass it back to the center aisle so we can know our fellow worshipers.  
Then, prayerfully allow the silent, sacred space of where you are, and the quiet stirrings of the Holy Spirit to 

prepare your heart and mind for worship.  
 

 
THE GATHERING 

 
Prelude                                                                                Bercuese                                                              Pierre Cochereau 
 
*Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 113)                                                                       The Rev. Scott Herr 

 

 Leader:  Hallelujah! You, who serve God, praise God! 
 People:  Just to speak his name is praise!  
 Leader:  Just to remember God is a blessingτnow and tomorrow and always. 
 People:  God picks up the poor from out of the dirt . 
  rescues the wretched ǿƘƻΩǾŜ been thrown out with the trash. 
 Leader:  God seats them among the honored guests, a place of honor among the brightest and best. 
 People:  Hallelujah!  Praise God! 
 
 
 
*PLEASE STAND IN BODY AND/OR SPIRIT.  
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*Hymn No. 401                                                           Here in The Place                                                              Gather Us In 
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Welcome and Announcements                                                                                                                The Rev. Scott Herr 
 
Message with the Young Disciples                                                                                                                                                           
 
Invitation to Confession                                                                                                    Barbara Wentzel          

Leader:   God our Savior, desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  Daring to 
ǘǊǳǎǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ 

 
Confession of Sin (unison)                                                  

God of all, we admit that we are more shrewd in getting ahead in earthly things than we are in 
heavenly things.  We may use every advantage to avoid taxes, but not every opportunity to serve 
justice. We may exaggerate our virtues in giving account of ourselves, but are slow to 
opportunities for kindness.  Forgive our dishonest accounting and slipshod morality for the sake 
of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

(silence for personal reflection and repentance) 
 

Leader:   Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ. 
People: Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                        

Leader: There is one mediator between God and us, Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all. 
People: In him, we are forgiven and offered new life.  Thanks be to God! 

 
*Gloria Patri (No. 581)                                                                                                                                              Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 
*Passing of the Peace                      

Leader:   Peace is a gift given us by Christ, freeing us from fear and hearts that are troubled. May the peace 
of Christ be with you. 

People:  And also with you.  
               

Congregation greets one another and shares the peace of Christ   
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THE WORD 

 

Prayer For Illumination (unison)                                                                                                Barbara Wentzel       
Holy God, speak to us now and help us to listen, that your Word may quiet us, disturb us, touch 
our need, break our pride, shrink our certainties, and enlarge our wonder.  So hearing, help us to 
live out your Word in acts of love and service. Amen.   
 

First Lesson ς 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 
everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who 
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; 
there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave 
himself a ransom for allτthis was attested at the right time. 7For this I was appointed a herald and 
an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

      Leader:       This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Anthem ς Treasures in Heaven                                                                        Joseph W. Clokey 
 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth,  
Where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal,  
.ǳǘ ƭŀȅ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾΩƴΣ  
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
Ask and it shall be given you; 
Seek, and ye shall find; 
Knock, and it shall be opened unto you, 
CƻǊ ŜǾΩǊȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎƪŜǘƘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǘƘΣ 
And he that seeketh findeth, 
And to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

FPCNC Choir  
 
Second Lesson ς Luke 16:1-13                                                     The Rev. Mary Marple Thies                        

 
1¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, 
Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΚ DƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ Ƴȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦΩ 3¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ L ŘƻΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ 
master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to 
beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎΦΩ 5{ƻΣ ǎǳƳƳƻƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜōǘƻǊǎ ƻƴŜ ōȅ ƻƴŜΣ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ΨIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ 
Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƻǿŜ Ƴȅ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΚΩ 6IŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ Ψ! ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ƧǳƎǎ ƻŦ ƻƭƛǾŜ ƻƛƭΦΩ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ¢ŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛƭƭΣ  
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ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŦƛŦǘȅΦΩ 7¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ Ψ!ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƻǿŜΚΩ IŜ 
ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ Ψ! ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜŀǘΦΩ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ¢ŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜƛƎƘǘȅΦΩ 8And 
his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of 
this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I 
tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may 
welcome you into the eternal homes. 10ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ƳǳŎƘΤ 
and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not 
been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can 
serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΦέ 
 

Minister: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon                                                                        άJesus the Rogueέ                                   The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
                   

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

*Affirmation of Faith ς from Belhar Confession                                                                                   The Rev. Scott Herr 
We believe 

¶ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ 
among people; 

¶ that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is, in a special way, the God of the destitute, the 
poor and the wronged; 

¶ that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind; 

¶ that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps the orphans and widows and 
blocks the path of the ungodly; 

¶ that, for God, pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their suffering; 

¶ that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right; 

¶ that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which implies, 
among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any form of injustice, 
so that justice may roll down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream; 

¶ that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely against 
injustice and with the wronged; 

¶ that in following Christ, the church must witness against all the powerful and privileged who 
selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others. 

Therefore, we reject any ideology, which would legitimate forms of injustice and any doctrine which is 
unwilling to resist such an ideology in the name of the gospel. 
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Prayers of the People                                                                                        The Rev. Scott Herr 
 

¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ όǳƴƛǎƻƴ)                                                                                                  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Call for the Offering                                                                                          Barbara Wentzel            

God asks us to be faithful in all that we have been given.  With generous hearts and open hands, let 
us bring our gifts to God. 

 
Offertory                                                                        Balm in Gilead                                          arranged by H. T. Burleigh 

 

There is a Balm in Gilead, To make the wounded whole 
There is a Balm in Gilead, to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 

{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ L ŦŜŜƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΣ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪΩǎ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΣ 
But then the Holy Spirit, Revives my soul again. 
 

If you can preach like Peter, If you can pray like Paul, 
Dƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΣ άIŜ ŘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀƭƭΦέ 

 

WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ς alto 
 

*Doxology (No. 606)                             Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                   Old Hundredth   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                                                  Barbara Wentzel        

Holy God, with thanks for all good gifts, we bring our time, our talents, our lives, along with these 
gifts, for your use and your blessing.  Receive them as signs of our love and use them to accomplish 
ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ.  Amen. 
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S E N D I N G 
 

*Hymn No. 707                                            Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord                                                                 Hall 
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*Benediction                                                                                                 The Rev. Mary Marple Thies 
 
*Choral Amen 
 
*Ringing of the Church Bell 
 
*Postlude                                                                           Toccata                                                                   Michelle Leclerc 
 

CCLI #11412435 / ONE LICENSE, License A-734274 
 
 

T O D A Y  I N  W O R S H I P 
 

Welcome to worship on this, the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time! We are glad you are with us and pray you will 
experience the grace of God in your life and in this community during our time together. Today we explore Jesus' 
perhaps most puzzling parable found in Luke 16:1-13, looking for what it might tell us about surprising ways to 
share the good news.  
 

Belhar Confession  The Belhar Confession was adopted by the Dutch Reformed Mission Church in 1986, during 
the time of apartheid and declared that apartheid constituted a status confession in which the truth of the gospel 
was at stake. Its confrontation of the sin of racism made possible reconciliation among Reformed churches in 
Southern Africa and aided the process of reconciliation within the nation of South Africa.  
 

Sunday School is back and offered for children in Pre-K through Grade 7 during our Sunday worship 
service. Children leave after the Young Disciples message and are picked up in the Common Room after service. Our 
Sunday School program is a critical foundation for our children and youth.  Children learn bible stories and engage 
in hands-on projects to develop and grow their faith.  Older youth follow an age-appropriate curriculum in a format 
that encourages questions and discussion to develop their faith and to start to understand and wrestle with the 
complexities of spirituality and life.  Our Sunday School is led by Holly Coughlin, FPCNC parent and experienced 
Youth Leader. 
 

FPCNC also offers babysitting during our Sunday service provided by Louna Esperance and Saturnina Greeves-
Cooper from Wee Care Nanny Agency. Our worship service nursery is located just off our Common Room vestibule 
down the long hall from the sanctuary and is available between the hours of 8:45ς11:30am. Parental and guardian 
sign-in is required and we do ask that you pick up your child promptly after the service. Thank you. 
 

Children are also welcome to stay in worship throughout the service and there are curriculum bags for kids and a 
craft corner in the rear of the sanctuary if anyone gets restless. 
 

COVID 19 FPC Mask policy Masks are optional for in-person worship and other activities. Please follow relevant 
CDC Guilelines here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html#when-to-isolate if 
you have been exposed to COVID-19. The in-person Sunday service continues to be simultaneously streamed online 
via LocalLive at 10:00 am. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html#when-to-isolate
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Large Print Hymns available. Have difficulty reading the hymnal?  Each Sunday a copy of the hymns in large font 
will be available ς Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎƪ ŀƴ ǳǎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά.ƭǳŜ IȅƳƴ CƻƭŘŜǊέΦ  After worship, please leave the hymn folder with 
an usher or on the table in the back of the Sanctuary. 

 
The flowers today are in Thanksgiving and Celebration for the life of John Lanaway by his family. 

 
 
 

!.h¦¢ ¢h5!¸Ω{ a¦{L/ 
 
²ƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŜ wŀƭƭȅ 5ŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊŜƭǳŘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
losses in our church family and recent 9/11 memorials. One of my favorite organ pieces was a tribute improvised 
by Pierre Cochereau in memory of Louis Vierne ς Berceuse. Both Vierne and Cochereau served as head organist at 
Notre Dame in Paris, Vierne before Cochereau. Pierre Cochereau (1924-1984) studied at the Paris Conservatoire 
with Jean Gallon and Duruflé (harmony) and Dupré (organ). He was organist at St Roch, Paris, 1942-54, and in 1955 
became organist of Notre Dame. His specialty was improvisation; the numerous recordings of his improvisations 
at Notre Dame show his mastery of the genres of the symphony, variations and the toccata. ToŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊŜƭǳŘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ άƳŜƭƻŘȅέ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǿŜŜǘΣ ƎŜƴǘƛƭ .ŜǊŎŜǳǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ ±ƛŜǊƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
somewhat anguished mid-way, only to end in the most serene state ς ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻŎƘŜǊŜŀǳΩǎ 
ƎǊƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΧ 
 

Joseph Waddell Clokey (1890-1960) was an educator, organist and composer of sacred and secular music in the 
first half of the 20th Century. Clokey's father (also named Joseph Clokey) was a Presbyterian pastor, which was 
certainly an influence on the younger Clokey's focus on sacred music. Clokey was one of the most widely sung 
composers in churches during the 1950s. In 1987, composer John Ness Beck founded the John Ness Beck 
Foundation in memory of Clokey and Randall Thompson to promote traditional sacred choral music. 
 

Harry Thacker Burleigh (born December 2, 1866; Erie, Pennsylvania, died September 12, 1949; Stamford, 
Connecticut) was a Baritone soloist, a composer and a noted arranger of African American spirituals. Burleigh 
ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ƴǘƻƴƝƴ 5Ǿƻǌłƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘhrough his singing 
ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘ 5Ǿƻǌłƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƭŀŎƪ ǾƻŎŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƭƻƛǎǘ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅ ŀǘ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
(1894-1946) and at Temple Emanuel (1900-1925). He composed more than 200 songs and became widely known 
for his arrangements like Deep River. 
 

Michelle Leclerc (1939-2006) was among those artists who leave their mark on their time. She, via her recitals and 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΣ ŘƛŘ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƛƴǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅΦ IŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 
Jean Langlais, under whose guidance she received the Virtuosity Degree at the Schola Cantorum in Paris. She 
subsequently coached in the art of improvisation with Pierre Cochereau. At the end of her life, she was Titular 
Organist of the Cathedral in Sens, where she directed the International Organ Festival, and Co-Titular Organist of 
the Lutheran Church of les Billettes in Paris. As Professor at the National Conservatory of Orléans and at the Schola 
Cantorum in Paris, she was often called upon to teach various master classes and was invited to participate in the 
juries for international competitions.  
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Interim Sunday School Director ς ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ Iƻƭƭȅ /ƻǳƎƘƭƛƴ ŀǎ 
interim Sunday School Director and youth group liaison.  Holly has worked with high 
school and middle school youth for the last 20 years in churches, non-profit 
organizations and schools.  Holly joined FPCNC in 2022 with her husband, Paul and 
children, Carolina (11) and Nolan (9).  As an entrepreneur, Holly has founded and 
led multiple organizations across several industries.  {ƘŜΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ aŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ 
Executive in the Pharmaceutical sector.  Holly resides in Ridgefield with her amazing 
family and enjoys dancing, movies, Clemson football and running with her kids to 
and from baseball, softball, basketball, football, voice and acting.  Holly is excited to 
ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ct/b/ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŀ 
state of vibrancy.   

 
 

T H I S  W E E K  A T  F P C N C 
 
²ha9bΩ{ C9[[h²{ILt is sponsoring a weekly Bible Study on Wednesdays in September from 12:45pm ς 2:30pm 
which started September 7. The book we will study is The First Letter of Apostle John. Men and Women of the 
congregation are invited.  Coffee and tea will be available.  Come join us in the Parlor/Library! 
 
MANSE MEETINGS:  The Church Office is trying to reach out to every church member to invite you to join Scott 
ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎκƴƻǿ άManse Meetingsέ.  Scott is 
eager to connect with members of our church family and ƘŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ new 
church calendar year and hopefully feel more safe given vaccines and boosters to meet in small groups  The groups 
will be no more than eightς10.  There are only a few more dates in September.  Please call Wendy in the Church 
Office if you want to sign up for either Sunday, Sept. 18, and Tuesday, Sept. 20.   
 
Next Sunday, September 25 there will be a bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ hǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
Class from 11:30am ς 1:00pm in the Parlor.  The 90-minute orientation 
class for new members will cover three main ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΥ ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ǿŜΚέ, 
ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΚέ, ŀƴŘ άIƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΚέ !ƭƭ ŀǊŜ 
welcome!  A light lunch will be served, and childcare is provided if 
necessary. LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇΣ ƴƻ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎΣ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΦ 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS! Classes are Thursdays from 5:00-6:00pm. If you are a Middle School eighth-grader or older 
and would you ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ /ƭŀǎǎ or know of someone who might be interested, please let 
Wendy know ASAP at wendy@fpcnc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wendy@fpcnc.org
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L O O K I N G  A H E A D 
 
CHERUB CHOIR (Pre-K to 2nd Grade) starts this Sunday, September 18th.  Children learn faith-based songs to sing 
in worship, are introduced to fundamentals of pitch and rhythm, and use games, movement, and simple 
instruments.  Key performances are in the Nativity Pageant, on Easter Sunday, and at other times during the school 
year.  DŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέΦ  Rehearsals are held for half 
an hour on Sundays after Church upstairs in the Bliss House. Directed by Sherry Tate, who has led our Cherubs for 
more than 25 years. 

  
YOUTH CHOIR & CHIMES (3rd Grade to 8th Grade) started this past 
Wednesday, Sept. 14th. The picture to the right shows two of the kids with 
¢ŜǊǊȅ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
to have fun together, develop their singing skills, and learn the 
fundamentals of Chimes and Handbells with the opportunity to perform 
in a welcoming environment with no pressure.  Musical performances are 
spaced periodically throughout the year.  Rehearsals are on Wednesdays 
from 5:30 to 6:15pm.  Directed by Terry Flanagan, our Director of Music 
and Fine Arts. 
 

 

Middle School Youth Group (MSYG) ς Kick-Off Meeting ς Sunday, 
September 25th, 2 ς 3:30pm 
Calling all 5th ς 8th Graders (and parents)!  ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜōƻƻǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
MSYG.  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƻŦ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ a{¸D ōŀŎƪ together 
IN-PERSON for fun, games, snacks, service projects and more!  
 

Go-YŀǊǘ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΣ ǎΩƳƻǊŜǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΣ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŦƻƻŘ ǇŀƴǘǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΧ 
ω    What types of events do you want to do?  
ω    What do you NOT want to do?  

bƻǿΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ of faith and help 
us plan. Join us in the Tate Barn on Sunday, September 25th from 2-3:30pm 
to help us brainstorm our activities for the year. We will play, talk, snack & 
plan! 

 

High School Youth Group (HSYG) ς Kick-Off Meeting ς Sunday, September 25th, 4:00-5:00pm 
All High School students are invited to our Kick-Off for HSYG.  We will meet to reconnect in person after a long 
break due to the pandemic, and plan our activities for the year ahead.  We will consider service opportunities such 
as:  New Covenant House, Save the Sound, Shopping Cart Wars, Habitat for Humanity  
 

We will also discuss opportunities for HSYG Youth to bring friends to these activities and collaborate with other 
Youth groups. Join us in the Tate Barn on Sundays. FPCNC members and non-members are welcome! 
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Purple Heather Dancers have started up again every 
Monday evening from 7:00-8:30pm in the Common Room 
at FPC. The class comprises of the social dances of Scotland 
which include jigs, reels and strathspeys.  Beginners are most 
welcome including children from age 10 and up.  All 
members of the FPC congregation are welcome. For more 
information, contact Sandra Bethray at: 
purpleheatherdancers@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 

 
October 15th Walking Tour of New Canaan. Join the NC Museum & Historical Society for a 2-mile walking tour 
of downtown New Canaan. Learn about the history of the town and some of its significant architecture, 
and explore inside four of its sacred spaces, including the First Presbyterian Church. Knowledgeable guides 
will share stories of the people and events that helped shape New Canaan, and point out some hidden 
gems in the Historic District, GodΩǎ !ŎǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜΣ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ends with refreshments at the New Canaan Historical Society. Parking is available at 13 Oenoke Ridge. 
Space is limited, so please sign up for either the 10am or 2pm tours. 
 
10am Sign Up here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/10am-historic-walking-tour-of-new-canaan-tickets-380689752297       

2pm Sign Up here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2pm-historic-new-canaan-walking-tour-tickets-391996852137              
 

P R A Y E R S  A N D  C O N C E R N S 
 

Please keep the following people in your hearts. 
 

New prayers and concerns: Prayers for Kevin Fink, a talented young bassist who had elbow surgery this past 
Wednesday.  
 

Continued concerns: Tim and Kate Albert (friends of the Holden family); Family of Morgan Boston; James 
Champagne (Laura ά[ŀέ IƻƭŘŜƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ); ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ WǳŘȅ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ό[ƛǎŀ CƭŀƴŀƎŀƴΩǎ parents); John 
Edwards; The Family of John Lanaway; The Lewis Family (friends of Lisa and Terry Flanagan); Denise Lynch; Len 
Nerenburg; Sandy Nissley; 5ƻƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜn; Marlene Powers; The Family of Marianne Rothballer; David and Joyce 
Thomson (parents of Jennifer Van de Graaf); The Family of Ruth Bovier Witt; The Abo Noktah family (our Syrian 
refugees): father Khaldoun, mother Khawla Alzob, daughters Hanin, Zain and Hayat, and sons Yaman and Ahmed, 
ŀƴŘ YƘŀƭŘƻǳƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ bŀƳ Abo Noktah.   
 

We continue to pray for the families and friends of the victims who have been affected by all the mass shootings.  
We also continue to pray for the people of Ukraine and Russia.   
 

Finally, please pray for the APNC team on behalf of their focused and dedicated Associate Pastor search. 

mailto:purpleheatherdancers@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/10am-historic-walking-tour-of-new-canaan-tickets-380689752297
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2pm-historic-new-canaan-walking-tour-tickets-391996852137
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U P D A T E 
 
 

Manse BBQ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


