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8 Years in Review - The Rev. Paul E. Gilmore  

(March 2010 - January 2018) 
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Rev. Kathryn Kibbie Laird, Associate Pastor for Children, Youth and Families 
 

 
        “Children are a gift from God.” --Psalm 127:3  

“God is at work in you.” Phil 2:13 

  
   
 
2016-2017 have been wonderful years of ministry for me personally, and I am grateful for the 
opportunity to serve as your Associate Minister. Whether I am in worship, celebrating the joys and 
milestones of everyday life, or in the kitchen making meals for mission, or teaching confirmation with 
Scott Beyer, I always feel God’s presence in my ministry here at FPC, and I rejoice that we continue to 
do new and exciting things together to the glory of God. Both our children and youth committees do 
great work, which shows that our parents are committed to creating meaningful programs for our 
children and youth in all ages and stages of their faith development.  
 

Children’s Ministry 
Thanks to the extraordinary commitment and leadership of Elder Jenny Volanakis and our children’s 
ministry committee, our children’s programs continue to reinvent themselves and evolve each year. We 
follow the Rotation model. Erika Plank Hagan, my assistant, prepares the weekly lesson based on the 
Spark Curriculum and sends it each week to the parents who are teaching. Each parent or family is 
asked to teach 5 times during the year.  We have three classes weekly, plus our nursery: Pre-K-1st, 2nd-
4th, and 5th-7th in the Barn. Our 5th-7th graders follow the Feasting on the Word curriculum in the Barn. 
This PCUSA curriculum follows the lectionary and provides them with a strong foundation of bible 
knowledge and critical thinking to prepare them for confirmation.  
 

Confirmation 
Each year in May we confirm our confirmation class. We have very high standards for our 
confirmands, and that is intentional. We are teaching them to be loyal and good members of the 
church. They go through rigorous demands to become full members of FPC.  They attend 1/2 of the 
worship services (16 over the school year), 10 youth groups, 23 confirmation classes, and attend the 
mission trip or complete the equivalent of 40 hours of community service over the summer.  
 

Youth Ministry 
Under the guidance of Elder Laurel Carlson and a wonderful youth committee, we plan and implement 
a rich and rewarding program for our youth. We have two active youth groups which meet several 
times per month, and our youngest youth group, ESYG (3rd, 4th, and 5th grade), meets quarterly. Our 
MSYG (6th-8th grade) averages 10-20 youth and meets 2-3 times per month for fellowship, 
spirituality, and mission. And our HSYG (9th-12th grade) averages 5-10 youth, and they meet two to 
three times monthly for fellowship, Barn Time about real life issues (a youth led initiative) and mission 
activities.  We also have a new joint venture with St. Mark’s called YPG (youth philanthropic guild) 
which meets monthly to decide upon and distribute $5000 in mission funds to local charities. 
 

Youth Mission Trips 

Providence Rescue Mission—In June, our MSYG and HSYG (19 MSYG/HSYG and 4 adults) went 
on a summer mission trip to Providence, Rhode Island where we worked at the Providence Rescue 
Mission, laying a wood floor and helping refurbish a coffee kiosk (making it into Holy Smokes BBQ), 
a place of income and a source for residents to gain job skills. Wasilla, Alaska—In August of 2017 
HSYG (7 adults and 11 youth) traveled to Wasilla, Alaska for our summer mission trip to do childrens 
ministry (sports camp and a big/brother, big sister program for a week) and work one-on-one with 
children whose parents have been incarcerated. We went to an Iditarod Dog Sledding Museum, on a 
hike, to an Alpaca Farm, and to a Reindeer Farm. It was a moving week, but the highlight of it all was 
watching our kids and adults teach others by example that “this is what love feels like.” 
 
                                                                                                                         Continued on the next page 
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 Mission 
Youth Mission (locally) Filling in the Blanks—Closer to home our ministry with Filling in the Blanks 
and Domus has taken off. We have formed a partnership of sorts with them and love to stuff backpacks 
of food, and provide care packages for Valentine’s day and Christmas toys for our neighbors. While I 
love our mission trip to other places, I think it is also very valuable to show our youth that kids in need 
exist right here close to where we live. We make Dinners for Domus in our own kitchen for 10 high 
school boys who live in a residential facility in Stamford. This year we will make and deliver meals 
monthly for these boys, and seek other ways to support them (we bought winter coats and a variety of 
household items for the Domus house). 
 

Highlights of the year: 

• Filling in the Blanks, stuffing food bags, Christmas presents 

• Winter ski retreat weekend to the Berkshires to ski at Butternut 

• Souperbowl Sunday—collecting $654 through our Souperbowl café for the NC Food Pantry 

• Youth Sunday—our youth do a spectacular job articulating what the church means to them 

• Confirmation class and confirmation Sunday 

• Welcome Home Sunday—face painting, crafts, old fashioned carnival games 

• Youth Kick Off the Year Dinner 

• Glow in the Dark Trampoline Park 

• Laser Tag and Bowling Night 

• Ropes Course in the Trees 

• Cooking and serving at New Covenant House soup kitchen in Stamford 

• Cooking Monthly Meals for Domus House in Stamford (10 boys who live in a residential home) 

• 30 Hour Famine—including shopping cart wars for NC Food Pantry, Filling in the Blanks 

• Advent Fair:  Gingerbread houses, the devotion readings, advent wreath making, crafts 

• Toys for FIB, books for FIB, Valentines for Veterans 

• Christmas Eve pageant 

• Barn talk, a youth led initiative to discuss things that really matter 
 
Who are we? What do we believe? While we differ greatly in backgrounds and our beliefs run the 
gamut, we are unified in our vision to be the body of Christ in this place. We embody a spirit of 
abundant welcome.  There is a strong sense of connection, connectedness here among our children, 
youth, and families. We thrive in fellowship, mission, and spirituality. We have a strong sense that FPC 
is a safe and sacred place. We believe FPC is our spiritual home.  
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 2017 Confirmation Class  

Jack Almeida 
Colin Patrick Byrne 
Alexandra Grace Gillespie 
Shea Tedlie Hobbs 
August Kelliher 
Holly Anne Knight 
Alexa Ama Madrid 
Audrey Ashia Magnusen 
Jack McCarthy  
Gregory Mortensen, Jr.  
Vivian Asbridge Reeves 
Alexis Jane Rodgers 
Alexander Stewart Walker 
Nicholas George Woods 

 



Music Ministry  
Victoria Shields, Director of Music 
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  2017 was a great and busy year for the Music Ministry at FPC! We had a good mix of 
  special Sundays and events, something for everyone in our church and community. I am 
  thankful to the members of the Music Ministry who put the time and energy into  
  gathering twice a week to provide music for Sunday worship, and for extra services and 
  programs throughout the year. I am grateful for our clergy and staff who support us in 
  our work and have a collaborative spirit. Many thanks are due to Sherry Tate for  
  leading and guiding our Cherub Choir after many years, and to Chris Tate who directed 
the Christmas Pageant and the Spring Musical. All of what we do wouldn’t be possible without the 
support of Session and the Music, Worship, and Arts Committee. Thank you to Peter Flournoy, our 
outgoing Chair of the MWA Committee, and to Carole Clarkson, our new Chair. The life of music in 
the church continues to be inspired by the Holy Spirit through their direction, guidance, and support. 
Thank you! 
 
Much of what the Music Ministry entails can easily be forgotten if one isn’t involved in the ministry 
itself. Here are the special services and events we supported or led in 2017: 
 
Valentine’s Day Coffee Concert 
We started off 2017 with a Valentine’s Day Coffee Concert entitled “Flowers and Chocolate” featuring 
our 4 choir professionals, John Downey, Michele McBride, Boyd Schlaefer, and Harper Stevenson. It 
was a way for us to have a little fun in the middle of the winter (it snowed 5 inches during the concert!), 
and for you to have a chance to hear them and get to know them a little better.  A great time was had by 
all and was accompanied by (of course) flowers and chocolate for all attending! This program was 
repeated in 2018 after such a positive response. 
 
Youth Sunday 
We had a nice group of volunteers to share music this year. Our musicians were: Carter Lightburn, 
Henry Tate, the Carol Choir, Augie Kelliher, the Cherub Choir, the FPC Choir, and singing was led by 
Will Dooley and Julia Sulkowski. Our youth who went on the Iona trip wanted to sing something they 
learned in Iona, so it was a great opportunity to teach Will and Julia how to teach and lead the 
congregation in singing something new. I hope these skills will be used by them in the future as they 
mature. 
 
Organ Concert – Victoria Shields, soloist 
This concert was presented on St. Patrick’s Day and featured a variety of music by Aaron David Miller, 
Louis Vierne, George Shearing, J.S. Bach, Robert Ampt, and Stephen Paulus. Extra fun parts of the 
program included Carol Barbour ringing hanging chimes on the Shearing jazz pieces, and Waltzing 
Mathilda performed as an organ duet for feet only with Robert Kwan (Music Director at Trinity 
Episcopal, Southport), complete with choreography for a laugh. The concert concluded with the singing 
of “Danny Boy” and an encore of the theme from The Pink Panther with Dr. Kwan for feet only. We 
made a video invitation of this program to post on Facebook, and did a Facebook Live as well to reach a 
wider audience.  
 
Lent Labyrinth Walks 
This year the labyrinth was laid out on Wednesday evenings as a time to gather and reflect during Lent. 
To accompany the labyrinth, musicians provided special music to deepen the experience. Musicians 
were a soprano soloist, a harpist, and Nick Depuy on guitar.  
 
Palm Sunday 
Palm/Passion Sunday celebrates Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem. We sang the traditional Palm Sunday 
music; however, in the middle of the service, we moved into Holy Week with the reading of the Passion 
Gospel. This year, instead of the pastor reading the entire Gospel, we used a musical setting by 16th 
century Spanish composer, Tomás Luis de Victoria, which had choral responses to the text, as well as a 
part read by the congregation. The approach/work was well received by those present, and guided us 
into Holy Week. 
 
                                                                                                                                 Continued on next page 
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Holy Week 
The FPC Choir provided meaningful music for the Maundy Thursday service. This beautiful 
communion service featured hymns with a simple, quiet accompaniment, a spiritual “Give Me Jesus,” 
and the more meditative “Lamb of God” by F. Melius Christiansen. 
 
For the Good Friday Tenebrae service, the Schola Cantorum provided the musical meditations between 
the readings and hymns. The Schola did not sit in the choir loft per usual, but in a u-shape, seated, and 
facing one another as they sang. Our more humble position enabled us to focus on the cross. Music 
included composers de Victoria, Bruckner, Correa, and Morley.  
 
Easter 
What can I say, it was glorious! Members of the FPC Choir, Carol Choir, and Cherub Choir led 
fantastic services that morning. Brass Quintet musicians from the MET and West Point provided an 
extended prelude, as well as played the main anthem “Antiphon” from Ralph Vaughn Williams’ Five 
Mystical Songs. The English Handbells rang along with the Carol Choir on chimes, and the Carol and 
Cherub Choirs combined to sing “This is the Day”.  The services concluded with “Grand Choeur 
Diologué” for organ and brass. Christ was indeed risen again after many resounding alleluias! 
 
Scottish Sunday 
This year we added harp to our musical offerings for Scottish Sunday. Our harpist, Kristi Shade played 
as people were arriving as well as on the anthems “Loch Lomond” and “A Celtic Blessing.” Having a 
mixture of celtic harp and the Mt. Kisco Pipe and Drum Band, combined with the choir’s Scottish/
Celtic offerings made for a beautiful and inspiring service. Following the service, the cèilidh featured a 
harp solo, and solo offerings by our staff soprano, Michele McBride, and staff bass, Boyd Schlaefer. 
We ended the cèilidh with everyone singing “Loch Lomond.” 
 
Children’s Musical 
Chris Tate directed the musical “In the Image” featuring the Carol and Cherub Choirs. This musical was 
for a more intimate group that featured every member of the cast.  In the musical, through humorous 
exploration, the children discover that being created in the image of God isn't about physical 
appearance. It's about creativity, faithfulness, responsibility, community, and the ability to find the good 
in things. The pit band included Christine Mangone and Damon Kelliher on percussion, Marta Boratgis 
on oboe, and Victoria on piano.  
 
Phantom of the Opera Silent Movie Night 
What an event! Jackson Borges, organist from Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, provided 101 minutes of 
live organ accompaniment for the original 1925 silent film, Phantom of the Opera. We turned the 
sanctuary into a movie house, complete with concessions, a popcorn machine, a special seating area up 
front for children (though many adults chose this spot!), and lit the organ up in purple. It was a fabulous 
event that we hope to recreate in 2019! 
 
Father’s Day Men’s Choir 
An annual tradition, the men of the church provided special music for worship. We rehearse on 
Thursdays prior to this particular Sunday, with fellowship and treats as part of the rehearsal. Come join 
us this year! 
 
Summer Music 
A special time in our church year where our volunteers provide music for worship. Highlights include 
Ellen Sisson and daughters singing a trio, Peter Flournoy on trumpet, Allison Gray, Chris Tate, and the 
recently formed KelliWoods Quartet made up of the Kelliher and Woods boys. KelliWoods later 
provided the accompaniment for an FPC Choir piece in the fall. 
 
Welcome Home Choir Rehearsal 
George Post opened his home for a fun first rehearsal of the year. Choir provided a wide selection of 
treats before and after rehearsal in his dining room. Great start to the choir year! 
 
Autumn Harvest Concert and Icebreaker 
Lisa Gallagher and I decided to join forces and combine an Icebreaker event with our fall concert, titled 
“Autumn Harvest.” Soprano Jennifer Gliere sang an impeccable program, after which the attendees 
were guided by candlelight to the outdoor patio for food, fellowship, and s’mores by campfire. A great 
time was had by all! 
 
                                                                                                                          Continued on the next page 
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Jazz Concert with the New Canaan Historical Society 
The Mark Templeton/Nat Reeves Duo presented piano and bass jazz concert for the 50th anniversary of 
the Modern Movement in New Canaan. This event was part of a larger celebration by the New Canaan 
Historical Society. Our sanctuary sounds fantastic with many genres of music!  
 
Pro Arte Concert 
In December, Art Sjögren presented his last concert with the Pro Arte Singers after 45 years. The 
concert was followed by a reception to thank him. Original members were also present, and all sang a 
lovely tribute to him concluding the reception.  
 
FPC Christmas Concert: Images of the Crèche 
The FPC Choir and Carol Choir presented a program which featured Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of 
Carols, accompanied by Grammy-nominated harpist, Kristi Shade. The program guided the listener 
through early music beginning with chant, and brought us to present-day contemporary classical sacred 
music. Interspersed throughout the program were opportunities for the congregation to sing Christmas 
Carols. The program ended with all singing Silent Night by candlelight. So proud of the work of the 
choir on this exquisite program, and especially the Carol Choir for singing music at an adult level and 
performing so beautifully! 
 
Christmas Eve & Pageant 
Chris Tate directed the pageant and involved many of our youth in this FPC tradition. Peter Flournoy, 
trumpet, played carols outside on the circle as people arrived, and played the opening hymn to set 
Christmas Eve off to an exciting start! The evening communion service was led by the FPC Choir and 
featured music from their Christmas Concert, with Allison Gray as soloist singing the spiritual, “Mary 
Had a Baby.” Thus endeth a wonderful musical year at FPC! 
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
Victoria Shields 



Cherub Choir  
Sherry Tate, Director 
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 The Cherub Choir is designed for children from age 4  through 7 (pre-K through Grade 2).  At 
present there is one weekly rehearsal on Sundays after worship, from 11:15-11:45 a.m. (time 
approximate, depends on when the worship service ends - we need at least a half hour for rehearsal.) 
The goal is for the Cherub Choir to sing in worship services several times during the school year, 
including in the Nativity Pageant on Christmas Eve and on Easter Sunday. They often participate in the 
FPC Choir School’s spring musical; in 2017, the musical was “In His Image,” and Cherubs were part of 
the chorus. 
 
 Cherub Choir introduces young children to preparation for and practice of service as worship 
leaders. The anthems are simple unison melodies with texts devoted to Bible stories, faith concepts, or 
important events in the liturgical calendar.  Pitch matching and keeping a steady beat are skills the 
children practice as they learn rhythm patterns in their songs.  They use a variety of instruments such as 
rhythm sticks, melody bells, tambourines, drums, and other percussion instruments, and most rehearsals 
include movement-to-music activities. The children are lively, energetic, and especially enthusiastic as 
they sing and play.  
 
 Our rehearsals and performances are enhanced with piano accompaniment by Christine Mangone, 
and The Rev. Mary Marple Thies has provided invaluable rehearsal support.  Parents sometimes help 
with robing, costumes, room preparation, and group supervision.  Choir participation teaches children 
the art of cooperating with others to make a beautiful sound; their music enriches the worship of the 
congregation, and the children experience pleasure and satisfaction as they use their talents to serve God 
and their church.  
 
 With many activity choices available to children these days, I am very grateful when Cherub Choir 
is a family priority; parents’ commitment to regular attendance makes this choir possible.  
 
Cherub Choir 2017 (*graduated June, 2017) 
David Asare *  Brooks Loner  Charlie Tate  Grace Werhane 
Ella Dooley  J.J. Servidea  *  Teddy Volanakis Wyatt Werhane 
Johnny Laird  Lily Servidea *  Chandler Wagner    



 Necrology and 2017 Memorial Services  
 
Memorial Services: 
January 28 Harvey Lee Kaufman  
February 17 Kathryn Else Johnson  
March 11 Owen Chabot Smith  
March 25           Susanne Corner Nuhn  
April 8               Patricia Murphy Balatsos  
May 6                Jacqueline C. Bradley 
May 20              Kenneth Mountcastle, Jr.   
June 3                Jens Risom  
June 15              Helen F. Campbell  
June 24              Charles F. Gulden  
July 12               Joseph F. Anderson 
September 16    John R. Lawrence  
October 14 Elaine C. Foster 
November 25 Hudson G. Stoddard  

Memorial Service at Buxton Cemetery, 
Bedford Hills, NY 
April 15             Lynne Louise Barrett Krug Veitch  
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Death:  
February 13 Kathryn Else Johnson  
February 26       Kenneth Mountcastle, Jr.   
March 25 Jacqueline C. Bradley  
May 23  Rudolf P. Weber 
June 21  Charles F. Gulden  
June 30  Ann W. Billings  
July 31  John R. Lawrence  
September 28 Elaine C. Foster 
October 2 Hudson G. Stoddard 
December 13 Eleanor Pratt West 
 
Interments in the Memorial Garden:  
January 7 Jens Risom 
March 25           Susanne Corner Nuhn  
April 1               Jacqueline Bradley  
June 2                Rudolf P. Weber  
October 14 Elaine C. Foster 
November 25 Hudson G. Stoddard  
 
Interments in the Columbarium:  
May 20              Kenneth Mountcastle, Jr.   
July 11  Charles F. Gulden 

Summary of Monthly Attendance for 2017 
         

Month  Sunday Worship  Special Services  Total 

January  579     579 
February  327  Youth Sunday  173  500 

March  531  
Ash 
Wednesday 25   

    Tenebrae 48   

     Good Friday 36   

     
Easter 
Services    

     9:00 AM 200   

     11:00 AM 263  1103 

April  417  
Scottish 
Sunday 237  654 

May  546     546 

June  503     503 

July  383     383 

August  300     300 
September  501     501 

October  647     647 

November  556     556 

December  541  
Christmas Eve 
10 AM 93   

    
Christmas Eve 
5:00 PM 307   

     
Christmas Eve 
10:00  PM 126  1067 

       Total 7339 
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Clerk of Session  
Scott Beyer  

 This has been a year of mixed blessings for our church family. Reverend Paul Gilmore’s departure 
leaves many members grieving our loss, but happy for his chance to return home and be near family. 
 
 Our church is fortunate to have seen only three Senior Pastor transitions in its sixty year existence, so 
some anxiety about the process is expected. I am pleased to report that our interim search team is well 
into the candidate interview process and are very pleased its members with the quality of candidates.  
Weekly Tidings and the “About” section of our website are timely references to track our transition 
process. 
 
 This transition anxiety has (again, understandably) impacted our stewardship results to date. While we 
do have resources to sustain our current programs for the year and complete the more urgent buildings 
and grounds work, we all must seek a greater understanding of our gifts and responsibilities as a faith 
community.  
 
 Several church families stepped in to help make some much needed renovations this year – nearly 
$700,000 worth once the sanctuary roof is complete. We also sold the manse real estate property this 
year, thereby avoiding costly capital repairs needed to maintain it. The funds raised will allow us to fund 
interim housing near term, and fund the housing of our next called minister according to his or her 
needs. 
 
 Change is hard, scary, and frankly a lot of work. Let us be grateful for our many volunteer deacons, 
elders, teachers, choir and search team members. We should also gratefully remember the blessing of 
our seasoned staff and the unusual gift of having the Reverends Kibbie, Mary and Chris to support us 
through this period. 
 
 Our church leaders and their committee teams continue to create and enhance our already robust 
programming efforts in children’s & youth ministry, mission work, music and worship. Please reach out 
to the relevant elder or deacon if you have suggestions for further improvement. 
 
 Lastly, my annual reminder: you are the Ministers in this church – it says so on the back of 
every Sunday’s bulletin. You are called to serve in the mission of this church. There are countless ways 
to serve, but begin by introducing this church to friends, neighbors, colleagues, other parents or new 
acquaintances. When you see someone unfamiliar in the pews please welcome them. Check in on 
members you have not seen in a while. Go out and make disciples. 
 
Peace be with you, 
Scott Beyer 
 
 

Youth Officers: Spencer Reeves (YE),           
Freia Mierendorf (YE), Carson Allsteadt (YD), 
Ashley Walker (YD), Nichole LaBadie (YD), 

and Will Dooley (YD). 

Church Elders and Deacons: Julie Hoffman,                
Lisa Gifford, Laurel Carlson, Carson Allsteadt,            

Carole Clarkson, Freia Mierendorf, Nichole LaBadie, 
Will Dooley, Ashley Walker, and Spencer Reeves.  
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Members:  The Rev. Paul Gilmore, The Rev. Mary Thies, Mary Jane Bolin and Lynn Jackson Quinn-- 
with special thanks to Bible Study participants Evelyn Bergstrom, Jennifer Frazer, and Barbara Wentzel 
for their help with book sales. 
 
Led by the Rev. Paul Gilmore and with the active participation of the Rev. Mary Thies, the Adult 
Education Committee considers programming to provide relevant learning to meet our members’ 
personal spiritual needs, as well as to further Christ’s mission in the world, using biblical and 
contemporary resources.  We have continued with three primary formats: 
 
Morning Programing:   
Bible studies were offered seasonally on the Tuesday mornings, and some were continuations of 2016 
programming.  Following the course based on the Rev. Adam Hamilton’s Making Sense of the Bible 
offered last year, Paul led a series based on Hamilton’s book Not a Silent Night, Mary of Bethlehem 
including video segments of the author discussing his work.  Mary also returned in the spring to offer 
Part II of her 2106 study “Stories You Didn’t Hear in Sunday School.” And leading into Advent Mary 
presented a study on “Genesis:  The Book of Beginnings,” to better understand the earliest plans and 
promises of God.  
 
Evening Programming:   
During Lent Paul offered a Book Club on Wednesday evenings based on “Listening for 
God:  Contemporary Literature and the Life of Faith” with short works by noted modern authors.  In 
addition The Interfaith Council of New Canaan, of which FPCNC is a member, brought author Debby 
Irving to the New Canaan Library to discuss her book Waking Up White, which shares her “aha” 
moment that even as she considered herself an ally to people of color, she still had a lot of work and 
understanding to do.  By happy coincidence, her book had been selected by the PCUSA “One Church, 
One Book” inviting all congregations to read and discuss her journey in the context of what church 
members can do to increase racial understanding. 
 
Sunday Programming:   
There is a long-standing FPCNC tradition of Pastor’s Forums, bringing in guest speakers to present to 
the congregation following Sunday worship services.  Speakers during the spring of 2017 were the Rev. 
Ruth Everhart, a guest preacher from the Washington DC area who followed her sermon on the woman 
at the well (John 4) challenging cultural assumptions of who is worthy of conversion with a powerful 
forum discussing her memoir RUINED, which described her spiritual struggle following a sexual assault 
at gunpoint, (given a “2017 Book Award” by Christianity Today as a book “most likely to shape 
evangelical life, thought and culture”).  We also hosted a program on End of Life Planning in 
conjunction with Staying Put in New Canaan, featuring heath and legal experts including FPCNC 
member Sherman Bull, MD.   In the Fall we heard about a Ghana Mission Project on Maternal Health 
co-sponsored by PCUSA and The First Presbyterian Church of Fairfield.  In the fall FPCNC member 
Michael Turpin presented the informative “Heathcare 2017: Beginning of the End or End of the 
Beginning,” sharing his expertise as a past CEO of two major healthcare organizations and current 
writer and columnist.  
 
Our committee warmly welcomes suggestion of books, topics, or speakers to consider for future 
programming. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Jackson Quinn 
 
 

Adult Education Committee 
Lynn Jackson Quinn, Chair  
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Children’s Ministries Committee 
Jenny Volanakis, Chair 
 

Members: Meredith Petitjean, Lauren Tate, Lindsay Tucker 
  
 The mission of the First Presbyterian Children’s Ministries Committee is to create and maintain a 
spiritual home for the children of the congregation. Areas of focus for the committee 
include Sunday school for pre-K-7th grade, mission work, spiritual education, and fellowship through 
special events. 
  
 Sunday’s Cool: Sunday’s Cool is our educational program for elementary-aged children (pre-K-7th 
grade). After the announcements each Sunday, one of the pastors invites the children to the altar for 
“Time with Children.” At this time, the pastor delivers a special message tailored to the kids. The 
children are then invited to leave worship to attend a special children’s chapel with a Bible story, 
interactive interpretation of the story and then a special rotation. Our theme for this year is “God is 
Calling” and the kids are learning about how God calls us to be good Christians both inside and outside 
of church.  
  
 The kids are divided into 3 classes: pre-K-1st grade, 2nd-4th grade and 5th-7th grade. After leaving 
worship, the children gather in their classrooms with parent volunteers.  Kids are greeted and given a 
brief overview of what they will be learning. They then take turns reading a pre-selected story from the 
Spark children’s bibles. They then move into their interactive activity. This is the fourth year of our 
Spark curriculum. Spark is an online comprehensive, Bible-based study program that includes special 
rotations that tie into the church calendar. Various rotations include the marketplace for making crafts, 
games, plays, Art Thou, Mission Possible, Kids Kitchen, and a special prayer room.  
  
 Our 5-7th grade children meet each week in the Tate Youth Barn for discussion using the Presbyterian 
curriculum, Feasting on the Word. These lessons are designed to prepare them for their 8th grade 
confirmation year. Adult volunteers lead discussions each week around these biblical and theological 
concepts. They also participate in activities that tie into the lessons. 
  
 Children’s Mission work: We also spend a dedicated amount of time focusing on community service 
and mission work by selecting seasonal mission projects. We are teaching the children that mission work 
doesn’t have to be done on a grand scale to make an impact – they can make an impact in seemingly 
small ways. The children work together to select our mission projects, giving them a sense of ownership 
and awareness of how they can help. Because of the ages of the children, we look for projects that can be 
completed during Sunday school. 
 
 Projects to date include: 

Waveny Life Center (senior center): the kids decorated pumpkins and we delivered them to the 
senior center to bring smiles to the residents faces for Halloween. We also started a new 
tradition by caroling for the seniors on the first Sunday of Advent. 

Filling in the Blanks: through a donation, we purchased new, pre-selected books for the Filling 
in the Blanks holiday backpack program. Filling in the Blanks provides weekend meals for low 
income children in neighboring communities and each holiday season, the children in the 
program receive a special backpack with goodies, including a new book. The FPC kids filled out 
bookplates with special messages to place in the books. 

DOMUS: The kids collected new and gently used coats, mittens, snowpants, hats, etc. for our 
giving tree. These items were delivered to DOMUS, a non-profit that serves underprivileged 
youth in local communities. 

Adopt-a-Platoon: The kids made Valentine’s cards for deployed troops that were included in 
care packages.  

World Vision: our weekly “buck” collection goes toward the purchase of farm animals for needy 
families around the world. The kids have been saving their weekly collection to purchase larger 
animals for these communities. 

New Canaan Food Pantry: Our weekly can collection goes toward the congregation’s donations 
to the New Canaan Food pantry. We spent one Sunday sorting all the food before it was 
delivered. 

 
Continued on the next page 
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Family Fellowship events: 
 Throughout the year, we invite all families to attend events designed around fellowship and fun. 
These activities are a great way for parents to get to know one another and for the children to further 
the friendship bonds they are making on Sundays. 
  
 We started in March with our inaugural March Madness/PJ’s & Pizza event. Adults gathered in the 
Common Room to watch the NCAA tournament and kids hung out in the Tate Youth Barn in their PJs 
for pizza and a movie. 
 
 We then moved into the Easter season with our annual Easter Craft Fair. The kids have the 
opportunity to create various Easter crafts followed by the annual Easter Eggstragavanza Egg Hunt. 
 
 Together with the youth choirs, the children presented a special play to the congregation at the 
Spring Musical. This year, the play was “In the Image” and showed that no matter how different we 
are, we are all created in the image of God. The kids celebrated their hard work with a picnic lunch on 
the FPC playground following the production. 
 
 This summer, we continued “The Oasis”- a special summer Sunday school program. Each week, the 
kids received a brief bible story, followed by water play and popsicles. This was a great way to keep 
families engaged with FPC during the summer.  
  
 Our fall events included “rally day,” a special event following church that welcomes families back 
after the summer. It features games, hot dogs and an ice cream bar. We then moved into Halloween 
with an evening of pumpkin carving, a spooky treasure hunt, Chipotle and s’mores. 
 
 The hallmark of our holiday season is the Christmas pageant – a gift that the children give to the 
congregation on Christmas Eve, under the direction of the Rev. Christopher Tate. From the infant 
angels to the high school Joseph, there is a role for every age. 
 
 In 2018, we will continue to expand our themes for Sunday’s Cool and introduce a revamped 
Children’s Chapel. We will also look to incorporate more musical activities into our studies and bring 
in older children as spiritual role models. We will identify new opportunities for mission work and 
find ways to further involve the entire family in these efforts. We would like to express our deepest 
gratitude to all the parents who make our programs a success. From leading the rotations 
at Sunday’s Cool to generating deep discussions in the Tate Youth barn to helping carve pumpkins to 
participating in Christmas Caroling and everything in-between, we are so thankful for your dedication 
to our program and the youth of our church. 
  
Respectfully submitted,  
Jenny Volanakis 
 



Communion Committee 
Denise Riehl, Chair  
 
Members: Barbara Beall, Erica Bergmans, Kip Farrell, Linda Martin, Julie Reeves, Denise Riehl, Rose 
Scott Rothbart, Sue Sherwood, Bev Thomas, and Norma von Jena  
 
Matthew 26:26-28 “Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, 'Take, eat; this is My body.'  And He took a cup and gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant which is to be shed on 
behalf of many for forgiveness of sins.” 
 
The communion committee is in charge of preparing the altar, bread and wine on the first Sunday of 
each month, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Easter, and Christmas Eve.  Each member serves 
approximately two times per year, once purchasing the bread, and once as a helper.   
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First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan 

Check out our email newsletter that keeps you up to date 
on everything that's going on or coming up at FPCNC.  
https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-

New-Canaan 

Communications Committee 
Sue Benko, Chair 
 
Members: Julie Hoffman, Julie Reeves, Jenny Volanakis 
  
The Communications Committee is the public relations liaison between the church’s many other 
committees and the congregation, as well as the public at large.  This year the committee had three main 
focuses: continuing to communicate church events to the congregation in a clear and timely manner; 
getting news of our church into the local papers and online news sites for publication; and using social 
media to promote the good work of the church. 
  
The Communications Committee worked with the Music, Children’s and Youth Ministries, 
Membership, Adult Education and Mission/Outreach Committees to get press releases about events and 
mission opportunities into the local papers and various websites on a regular basis. The 
Communications Committee helped the Congregational Life Committee with advertising and 
announcements for their various events.  We also continued to expand our reach outside of New Canaan 
with submissions to online websites and calendars throughout the area.  
  
The Communications Committee is always grateful for the ongoing assistance of Tina St. Armand, who 
helps coordinate communications through the weekly bulletin, Tidings, and email blasts to the 
congregation. Thanks also to committee member Julie Hoffman who, with Tina’s help, keeps our 
website current and who creates the beautiful graphics for various events. Erika Hagan deserves a round 
of thanks for her expertise in utilizing social media to communicate and promote youth and other 
programs.  We also thank the ministers and the members of the congregation who submit articles and 
photos and provide tips about the myriad events going on in the life of our busy church. 
  
The church website serves as a place for members, visitors, and prospective members alike to learn 
more about our church’s wonderful ministries.  Each week, an audio version of the sermon is online, as 
well as a copy of the bulletin and the Tidings.  The website communicates the 4 “L’s” of our church – 
Live Spiritually, Love Inclusively, Learn Continuously, Leave a Legacy – and does so in a way that is 
visually appealing, informative, and easy to navigate. 
 
  
Respectfully submitted,  
Sue Benko 

https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-New-Canaan-115434718479211/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE&fref=nf
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Congregational Life Committee 
Lisa Gifford, Elder 
Members: Barbara Wentzel, Linda Martin, Karen Hanson, Peg Bull, Linda Ferguson, Randy Ferguson, 
Justin Wingate 
 
 The Congregational Life Committee collaborates to plan and organize events to promote fellowship 
and encourage fun for members and friends of FPC. 
 
 Welcome Home Sunday was on September 10th following church. This event was a collaboration 
between Children’s Ministries Elder Jenny Volanakis and Congregational Life. The weather was 
glorious and everyone enjoyed the picnic lunch catered by Chris Bondor. Children had fun playing 
carnival games and indulging in the ice cream sundae bar (generously donated by the Volanakis 
Family).  Teens played lawn games (provided by the Gifford Family). A new event this year was the 
cake walk which was a hit! Members of the church were also able to sign up for church life committees. 
This event was attended by about 150 members and children. 
 
 A hike was organized by Congregational Life committee members, Linda and Randy Ferguson, on 
October 15th. A small group enjoyed a beautiful hike through the Watson Symington Woodlands and 
shared pumpkin kringle and hot apple cider afterwards. 
 
 The first Icebreaker this year was a collaboration between Congregational Life and Director of 
Music, Victoria Shields. On October 21st, following a captivating concert, FPC members and friends 
were invited to the church veranda. The veranda was transformed to celebrate a beautiful autumn eve. 
FPC Members were asked to bring an appetizer and beverage to share. There was a bonfire and s’mores. 
This event was well attended (about 50) and a wonderful display of FPC fellowship. 
 
 On Thursday, November 2nd, Congregational Life organized a Mom’s Night Out following the Dr. 
Robert Brooks lecture hosted by NCPS. A small group gathered at the Roger Sherman. Laughs were 
shared and there was even karaoke. 
 
 On Friday, November 17th, Congregational Life committee member Justin Wingate organized a 
night of paddle tennis. This was super fun and a little bit sweaty. FPC members were invited and 
encouraged to bring friends. Paddle players brought $5 (Paddle hut fee) and a beverage to share. Justin 
and Kate Wingate generously provided snacks. 
 
 Following the affirmation of wedding vows in church on Sunday, November 19th  a lovely wedding 
reception was organized by Member at Large Elder Julie Hoffman and Congregational Life. A 
wonderful team of volunteers made this celebration marveilleuses for the newlyweds, Rev. Paul 
Gilmore and his bride Jeannick. Champagne, punch and wedding cake were served. This reception was 
attended by about 150 members. 
 
 The second Ice Breaker was on December 2nd at the charming and holiday festive home of Tracey 
Mackle and Julie & Michael Reeves. Christmas spirit was in abundance. Party goers (about 30) brought 
an appetizer and beverage to share. It was just the right way to kick of the season of advent.  
 
 The Holiday Tea was held on December 5th in the common room. Congregational Life committee 
members, Barbara Wentzel, Linda Martin, Peg Bull, and other volunteers brought a variety of tea 
sandwiches and sweets. Congregational Life committee member Karen Hanson took photos. Holiday 
carols played and Christmas punch was served. This event was the day after Rev. Paul announced his 
plans of change of call. This event proved to be importantly timely to reassure members that it is the 
members who are the church. 
 
 On Friday, December 8th, Congregational Life committee member Justin Wingate organized a 
second Paddle tennis event. The second Paddle event was even better attended. The Paddle nights draw 
adult members of all ages. Once again, Justin and Kate Wingate generously provided the snacks. 
 
 Congregational Life has been busy and feels satisfied in fulfilling their stated mission of promoting 
fellowship and fun for FPC members and friends. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Gifford 
 
 
 
 



Finance Committee 
Andy Petitjean, Chair  
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Members: Jim Beall, Mike Farrell, Peter Flournoy, Jim Riehl, Jim Ely   
 The Finance Committee is pleased to report that the church had an operating surplus in 2017 of 
$5,731.  Revenue increased by $11,537 which helped offset an expense increase of $57,952.  Most of 
this increase was devoted to improvements in Buildings and Grounds.  The overall financial picture was 
improved by careful expense management and lower personnel expenses.   
 There were some major changes in the church’s overall financial situation in 2017.  Due to a very 
generous gift from anonymous donors, a new roof is being installed on the sanctuary.  This replaces the 
45-year-old roof and flashing which were badly in need of replacement.  Also, in 2017, the church 
manse on Toquam Road was sold.  That resulted in reserve increase of $915,000 which is being held for 
use for future pastor housing.  In addition, the church obtained a loan and credit line of $400,000 from 
the Presbyterian Church USA.  These funds will be used for continued work on the many items of 
deferred maintenance on the church facilities. 
 
 Overall church staff and volunteers continue to prudently manage the church’s financial position.   
Respectfully submitted, 
Andy Petitjean  
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Investment Committee 
Jim Beall, Chair  

If you have remembered FPCNC in your estate 
plans, and would like to be included on the list of 
members of the Bell Tower Society, please let the 
church office know.   
 
Thank you for making plans to leave a legacy. 

Past and present meet at the Bell Tower 
—this is the future of our church!  
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New Members:  

Whitney Childs 
Kevin Dahill 

Lauren Gargiulo 
Stephen Gargiulo 

Christopher Kinder 
Laura Kinder 

David Lee 
Sue Lee 

Margaret McConnell 
Joanne Prechter 
Rudy Prechter 
Frank Sparks  

 
Membership Transfers: 

Brooke and Spencer Hinds 
FPC of Greensboro, GA 

 
Robert Mills  

Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Charlotte, NC 

 
Julie and Patrick Swearingen 
Preston Hollow Presbyterian 

Church, Dallas, TX 

Membership Involvement Committee 
Julie Reeves, Chair  
Members: Linda Ferguson, Tindley Gilbert, Serena Gillespie, Kristie Godina, Meredith Petitjean, Anne 
Wagner 
  
 The Membership Involvement Committee of First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan welcomes 
and reaches out to visitors on Sunday mornings, arranges semi-annual New Member Information classes 
with the clergy, and helps integrate new members into the busy life of the church. 
  
 This year, our church welcomed twenty-seven new members including fifteen Confirmands, over the 
course of the year. Two families moved away from New Canaan and three families transferred their 
membership to other churches. Sadly, ten of our members died during the year. Our 2017 final 
membership number stands at 596. 
 
 Our committee looks forward to continuing to help make First Presbyterian Church a warm and 
welcoming spiritual home for both visitors and members. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Julie Reeves 

 

New Members Presented on November 19, 2017 
Sue and David Lee, Rev. Paul E. Gilmore, Kevin Dahill,  

Joanne and Rudy Prechter. Missing from picture: Frank Sparks 

New Members Presented on June 19, 2017 
Whitney Childs, Lauren and Stephen Gargiulo,  

Chris and Laura Kinder, and Margaret McConnell. 



Mission and Outreach Committee 
Glenn Mierendorf, Chair  
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Members: Lynn Jackson Quinn, Scott Beyer, Peg Bull, Barbara Dahill, Glenn Mierendorf   
Mission: To identify and support programs directed to hungry, under-sheltered, or otherwise 
disadvantaged people in our region.   
Objectives for 2018: Emphasize volunteer hours levered across various programs and projects, rather 
than straight financial support.     
Outreach Partner Criteria: There are several thousand excellent service organizations that our committee 
could consider for support.  We apply the following selection criteria: 

•  Congregation involvement and financial support must be impactful 

•  Partner should offer service opportunities to the congregation 

•  Any new partner must have a member/sponsor who sits on the Outreach Committee   
Selected Outreach Partnership Updates: 

Syrian Refugee Relief (Lynn Jackson Quinn) 
In partnership with the Fish Presbyterian Church of Stamford, we have been on the front lines of one of 
our world's greatest humanitarian crises - the refugees of the Syrian civil war.  The Abo Noktah family 
arrived in Connecticut after years in a refugee camp.   FPCNC members helped furnish the family's 
apartment, drove them to doctors and dentist appointments, and helped with interpreters and 
employers.  We have been richly rewarded by seeing this family blossom as future Americans.  I look 
forward to more of our congregation meeting Khaldoun, Khawla, Hanin, Yaman, Ahmed and Zain.   
Filling in the Blanks (Glenn Mierendorf) 
This New Canaan based charity combats hunger by sending 750 local children home with bags of basic 
foods for each weekend. Shockingly, many students on the subsidized school lunch plan go hungry over 
the weekend in challenged homes.  Several adult members and our youth groups have often volunteered 
to pack these hunger relief care packages, as well as providing treats and gifts for the holidays.   
New Covenant House (Scott Beyer) 
We assist this program by shopping for food, preparing and serving meals once a month at the New 
Covenant House in Stamford.  Typically, we serve 100+ meals the first Saturday of each month.  Many 
adult members, full families and our youth groups have participated.   
Cents-ability (Glenn Mierendorf) 
The total for our 2017 "noisy" Sunday Cents-ability collections totaled $2,213.45 Our Cents-ability 
objective is to provide hunger relief locally, regionally, nationally and globally. Our "coins" are 
disbursed to the Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County, the Presbyterian Church USA Hunger Relief 
Programs, and to the New Canaan Food Pantry. Your generosity raised hunger awareness and provided 
nourishment for our neighbors. It's amazing what we can do collectively with our coins when we act 
intentionally.  

Dove Program (Karen Hanson) 
Dove boxes provide holiday food to families in need.  Direct financial donations are also collected with 
our "Green Doves."  Led by Karen Hanson, "the Dove Lady," this Outreach program has had long-
standing support from the congregation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictures left to right: Edgar Torres, our day sexton, delivering groceries to 
the Food Pantry. This is our May effort to help stop hunger in New 

Canaan. Grades preK-7th bring "a buck and a can" each week to Sunday's 
Cool. Karen Hanson “our Dove Lady” sorting the dove packages.  
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Nominating Committee 
Linda Ferguson  
Chair and Session Representative  
Members: 
George Conner  
Rev. Paul Gilmore (ex-officio) 
Jennifer Gulden 
Jeanne Hart  
Paul Hartley   
Lynn Quinn   
Sue Sherwood   
Jen Van de Graaf   

The Nominating Committee is elected by the congregation and 
meets formally several times per year. The committee is 
charged with finding suitable and willing candidates from the 
congregation to assume lay leadership positions of the church.  
The committee presents to the congregation a slate of 
candidates for open Elder, Deacon, Youth Elder, Youth Deacon 
and Nominating Committee positions for election at the annual 
congregational meeting.  In addition, the committee identifies 
people who would like to take a more active role in specific 
areas of the church and refers them to the relevant committee 
chairperson.  

Monthly Counters:                             
Jim Beall   
Margaret Cooper                                         
Jim Ely       
Mike Farrell                                      
                                                        

Offertory Committee 
Ed Elbert, Chair 

Personnel Committee 
Jennifer Gulden, Chair  

Peggy Hooker                                      
Tracey Mackle 
Marlene Powers 
Tom Quinn 
Bob Spangler 
 

5th Sunday Counter: 
Ted Foster 
 
Substitutes: 
Ed Elbert 
 

Members: Peter Bayer, Howard Greene, Julie Hoffman, Constanze Sheridan, Kathleen Servidea 

The Personnel Committee is charged with developing, implementing and administering policies and 

procedures in all matters pertaining to staff personnel, with the exception of recruitment and selection of 

ordained pastors for pastoral positions. The committee’s primary responsibilities include:  
 
Staffing  

Review and approve staff position descriptions  

Work with the Head of Staff to oversee performance reviews, and administer 360 degree feedback from 

congregation annually  

Regularly monitor staff performance and manage performance issues as necessary  

Take a role in the recruitment of new staff members  

Develop employment packages for prospective staff  

Conduct exit interviews  
 
Compensation  

Establish salary rates based on similar positions elsewhere and Presbyterian guidelines  

Work with the Finance Committee to establish annual salary increase percentages based on an 

assessment of job performance, cost of living changes, and the ability of the church to pay  

Oversee vacation and leave time, along with the assistance of Head of Staff  

Monitor total compensation levels  
 
Policies and Procedures  

Review the church’s Personnel Manual to revise as appropriate  

Ensure that personnel practices comply with laws and established guidelines  

Maintain compliance with the Book of Order and FPC by-laws  
 
In summary, the Personnel Committee operates in an advisory capacity to the Senior and Associate 

Pastors, and as a support team to the church staff. We design, define, recommend, and monitor 

personnel policies and practices with the objective of rewarding performance, addressing grievances, 

and ensuring that the church’s staff organization operates at high levels of performance.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Gulden 
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Stewardship Committee 

We would first like to recognize the stewardship leaders who have been so diligent and hard working in 
the Stewardship Program: 
Scott Beyer   Andrew Gifford           Lynn Quinn 
Peg Bull   Doug Gillespie            Jim Riehl 
Sherman Bull   Adam Howarth            Charlie Robinson 
Bob Caird   Tracey Mackle            Sharon Teles 
Linda Ferguson   Glenn Mierendorf       Stephen Van de Graaf 
Tindley Gilbert   Homer Parkhill            Anne Wagner 
    Andy Petitjean 
 
More recently Jim Beall, Jim Ely, and John Lanaway have assisted in soliciting additional pledges. 
 
During this time of uncertainty and anxiety, it has been uplifting and restorative to work with these 
people of faith who are committed to both FPC and the Church Universal. We could not have continued 
without their witness. 
 
At last count, pledges received from 178 pledging units totaled $679,362.00. We have not received 
pledges from roughly 50 pledging units.  Unfortunately, we have limited information as to why some 
people have not pledged.   Multiple attempts were made to communicate with them. 
 
Other data is presented below: 
 62 units pledged $1,000 or less 
 68 units pledged $1,001 to $4,000 
 39 units pledged $4,001 to $10,000 
   9 units pledged $10,001 to $70,000 
(There is a gap of $36,000 between the two highest pledges.) 
 
The median pledge is $1820 
The average pledge is $3802 with a skewed distribution 
The top 9 pledges account for 30% of the pledged amount but only 5% of the units who have pledged 
Of those who pledge, 69% pledged less than the average. 
 
There are still three conclusions that remain true: 
1. Whatever motivation members presently have or whatever means they use to determine their   
    offerings results in total pledges that are less than needed to sustain FPCNC, as it presently functions. 
2. Long-term viability for the church will depend upon addressing the motivation for giving and the  
    methods used by individuals to determine their offerings. 
3. The church is financially dependent upon a limited number of donors. 
 
During this stewardship season, the message has been to put God into the consideration of how much to 
pledge.  In doing so, we were attempting to respond to the first and second conclusions above.  
Although there are various motivations for giving to the church, our personal experience tells us that 
faith-based offerings are most likely to provide adequate funds for the church.  In addition, people who 
give out of faith continue to remain committed to the community of faith through periods of discontent.   
 
For the future, we recommend that: 
1. The stewardship program incorporate events that involve recruiting people according to time and  
    talents (e.g., Coming Home Sunday). 
2. The program include education regarding discipleship, Christian stewardship, and the meaning of   
    membership in the Church (e.g., become a year-round effort) 
3. Preparations begin in January for the September portion of the program. 
 
Additional recommendations regarding organization and operational procedures for the Stewardship 
Program were also made to the Session. 
 
Barbara H. Wentzel    Armin Paul Thies 
Stewardship Co-Chair    Stewardship Co-Chair  
 



ANNUAL REPORT 2017 26 

Worship, Music and Arts Committee 
Carole Clarkson, Chair  

The Chancel Guild is responsible for the maintenance, design and placement of textiles in the 
Sanctuary including banners and antependia in accordance with the church calendar and at the request of 
the Pastors.  The Guild falls under the aegis of the Worship, Music and Arts Committee. 

Members: Carole Clarkson (chair),  Lynn Quinn (Greeters),  Peggy Hooker (Ushers), Ruth Laird (Lay 
Readers), Jeannie Hart (Communion Servers), Roger Smith (Treasurer), Nell Smith (Hospitality), Armin 
Thies (Secretary), George Post, Ellen Sisson, Joan Dionne and Victoria Shields (Director of Music). 
 
   The Music, Worship and Arts Committee is charged by Session to administer programs and events 
which aid in worship and to oversee all aspects of the regular worship each Sunday as planned by our 
ministers.  The WM&A committee advises Session and supports the ministerial staff in providing 
meaningful worship for the congregation and throughout the church year — through regular and special 
services, musical performances and related arts programs.  The WM&A is not in charge of youth 
programs but is available to help whenever possible.  Our committee often hears that music is one of the 
most cherished attributes of our church, and we in turn strive to fortify our choirs and musical 
programming to enhance this aspect of worship for our congregation and community. 
 
   The Director of Music, Victoria Shields,  in her second year with us as Music Director, has brought 
real energy and imagination to our musical programs (see report from Victoria which lists the many 
imaginative and highly successful musical events she has orchestrated).  She has been a real joy to work 
with!  Our section leaders, Michele McBride, John Downey, Harper Stevenson and Boyd Schlaefer are 
with us again this year and have been indispensable, particularly during those months when attendance in 
the choir is low (usually during winter when many of the "snowbirds" in our choir head South). 
 
  Our committee (formed in September of 2017) has found that the best time to hold our monthly 
meetings is the first Sunday of each month directly after coffee hour.  Attendance at these meetings has 
been consistently high.  I want to thank all the members of my committee for their commitment to their 
different tasks and their willingness to 'pitch in' and take on extra duties when needed.  I could not 
function without them! 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Carole Clarkson 
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The Worship, Music and 
the Arts Committee recruits 
volunteers to participate in 
worship as Ushers, Cross 
Bearers, Lay Readers, and 
Greeters before and after 
the service who also act as 
Coffee Hour hosts. 
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Youth Ministries Committee 
Laurel Carlson, Chair 
 
Members:  Chris Dooley, Nancy LaBadie, Rev. Kathryn Kibbie Laird, Glenn Mierendorf, Julie Reeves, 
Constanze Sheridan, Jan Sulkowski, Kristina Woods 
 
 The Youth Ministries Committee is dedicated to creating opportunities for our 4th-12th grade youth to 
live spiritually, love inclusively, learn continuously and leave a legacy. The committee assists Rev. 
Kibbie Laird in planning fellowship activities, mission trips, retreats and pilgrimages. FPC provides a 
safe and sacred space for our youth to participate in fellowship and mission activities. We encourage 
them to bring friends and have fun while learning about how to live and grow in their faith.  
 
 FPCNC has three aged-based youth groups that form the foundation of our program. ESYG is 
designed for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders and is scheduled to meet once a month for fellowship and/or 
mission activities. Some activities this year included a trip to Sky Zone in Norwalk, attending a Saxe 
musical, and a shopping event at the local toy store to purchase toys during Christmas time for Filling in 
the Blanks, just to name a few. ESYG is a growing group in our church who are looking forward to our 
very own version of March Madness, wearing PJs and eating pizza.  

 
 Our MSYG program serves our middle school children in grades 6th, 7th and 8th.  The children are 
invited and encouraged to attend the fellowship and mission activities that we have planned for each 
month. This part of our program also includes our Confirmation class, totaling 17 8th grade students. 
They meet twice a month for dinner and class, and they are required to attend various fellowship and 
mission activities throughout the year as well. They are always encouraged to participate in our annual 
mission trip, in Boston, MA in June of this year.  MSYG helped to run the games during Coming Home 
Sunday, cooked dinner for the boys who live at Domus in Stamford, participated in the 30-hr Famine 
Weekend and enjoyed the White Elephant Gift Swap during their Christmas dinner. 

 
 HSYG serves our 9th-12th grade students. While it is always hard to find the ideal time to gather this 
group of very busy teens, HSYG is scheduled to meet at least twice a month on Sunday evenings. While 
some activities, like cooking for Domus and shopping for Filling in the Blanks are joint activities with 
MSYG, others are planned solely for the high school students. This is our second year for Barn Night, a 
time when our 9th-12th graders meet for dinner and thoughtful conversation led by one of their peers in 
the Tate Barn. This has proven to be a popular and special time for our teens to discuss current events 
and other social, religious and political issues that are on their minds. The culminating event for HSYG 
this year is a mission trip to Costa Rica scheduled for July 7th.  

 
 Many wonderful activities are still planned for the rest of our year, including Souperbowl of Caring 
Café, Youth Sunday, Butternut Ski Trip, Bowling at Bowlmor, March Madness and Habitat Service 
Day. 

 
 Thanks to the Youth Ministries Committee members who give their time, energy and ideas to help 
promote FPC youth programs. The committee is grateful to all who participate in our activities. We 
thank parents and other members of the congregation who give of their time, talents and treasures to 
support FPC youth.  

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Laurel Carlson 



Board of Deacons 
Jen and Steve Van de Graaf 
Co-Moderators 

Members      
Carson Allsteadt 
Erica Bergmans 
Mary Jane Bolin 
Peg Bull 
Will Dooley 
Cindy Hagopian 
Karen Hanson 
Beth Hersam 
Chris Kniffin 
Nichole LaBadie 
Linda Martin 
Sarah Robinson 
Kristen Rodgers 
Kathleen Servidea 
Jen Van de Graaf 
Steve Van de Graaf 
Elizabeth Stuart 
Ashley Walker  
 

 The Board of Deacons is comprised of 18 active 
church members who have been called by the 
congregation to dedicate three years of service 
assisting fellow parishioners as well as the 
community-at-large. As set forth in the Book of 
Order, a Deacon’s duty is “to minister to those who 
are in need, to the sick, the friendless, and to any 
who may be in distress.” 
  
 The Board of Deacons offers care and support to 
our church community through many activities: 

Representing the church during Memorial 
services and receptions providing 
support and assistance to bereaved 
families. 

Sending cards and letters of 
encouragement or sympathy to church 
members during difficult times or 
times of celebration. 

Preparing and serving dinners at 
INSPIRICA, a women’s shelter in 
Stamford.  

Providing confidential financial 
emergency assistance to church 
members in need through the Deacon 
Fund.  
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Ministries  
Co-Youth 
Inspirica; Meals-on-Wheels 
Lunch at Lapham Center  
Flock Program 
Co-Youth 
Inspirica  
Memorial Services/Receptions 
Flowers and Cards  
Member-At-Large 
Co-Youth 
Baptisms; Flock Program 
Pastoral Care Team 
Flowers and Cards 
Cards and Flowers 
Co-Moderator 
Co-Moderator, Driving  
Treasurer; Cards and Flowers 
Co-Youth 

Assisting families in preparation for the 
baptism of their children during 
Sunday Services. 

Providing outreach to the greater 
community by coordinating our 
church volunteers for Meals-On-
Wheels of New Canaan and lunches 
for the Lapham Center.  

Participating on the Pastoral Care Team, 
working with our pastors to support 
those in difficult circumstances. 

Transporting those who cannot drive to 
and from church events.   

Delivering Christmas and Easter flowers 
to the homebound or families who  
are sick or have recently lost loved 
ones. 

Serving breakfast to the congregation for 
our Summer Sunday Services. 

Reaching out to our members through the 
Flock program.  

Participating in the Prayer Chain, adding 
our prayers to those of the church 
community for members and friends 
with special needs. 

Providing/coordinating meals to members 
who are in temporary need of 
assistance. 

    
 The Deacons are grateful to all who support our 
efforts. Our pastoral team seeks to provide 
leadership, service, inspiration and guidance.  The 
Scottish Committee and everyone from the 
congregation who contributed to the Deacon Fund 
enable us to assist those who come to us in need.  
  
 Additionally, we are most appreciative for 
“past’ Deacons who prove that “once a Deacon, 
always a Deacon” when they help at Memorial 
receptions and other activities. Their continued 
service enables us to carry out our ministry of 
compassion.  
  
 As we look forward to the exciting challenges of 
2018, we continue to seek ways to increase our 
ability to care for our church family and the 
greater community. We welcome individuals from 
our congregation who wish to share the treasure of 
their time and talents by serving as a Deacon. 
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Dorcas Group 
Members: Marion Blose, Gloria Bridgman, Joan Caird, Charlotte Conner, Connie Musa, Carolyn Scott,  
Lynne Villarreal and Ruth Witt. 

 The Dorcas Group is a group of women who use their hands, yarn, and knitting needles to bring 
comfort to others. The church members began more than fifteen years ago by knitting caps for "Hats 
with Hugs" and then provided the caps to cancer patients. Today, Dorcas Group makes blankets for 
babies with AIDS, prayer shawls for church members and friends of the community, and hats for cancer 
patients. Some of the organizations that have received the items are Greenwich Hospital, Whittingham 
Cancer Center of Norwalk and Inspirica of Stamford. The items are also utilized by the clergy, deacons, 
and pastoral care team. These organizations and people then gift them to people in need of comfort due 
to life situations such as illness or loss.  
 
 Dorcas meets on the third Wednesday of each month from April through November from 10 AM to 
noon. Membership is open to anyone interested in knitting projects and sharing some fellowship. The 
ladies of Dorcas Group purchase their own yarn, so financial contributions are welcome. The ladies of 
the Dorcas Group don't meet the recipients of the items they make, but take joy in knowing they are 
providing comfort to those in need.  
 

Flower Committee 
Peg Bull 

Members: Barbara Beall, Peg Bull, Jenny Della Ripa, Joan 
Dionne, Lisa Gifford, Karen Hanson, Jeanne Hart, Cathy and 
Rick Hollingsworth, Ruth Laird, Linda Martin, Karen 
Mierendorf, Judy Schurman, Kajsa Sheibley, Caroline Turpin,  
Norma von Jena, Patty von Jena, Andrietta Weber. 

Members of the Flower Committee are responsible for decorating 
the Sanctuary with flowers for Christmas, Palm Sunday, Easter, 
and other church events. The committee also maintains the 
sanctuary planter, the "Brave Little Garden" located by the office 
entrance, and the outdoor planters at the church entrance.  
Anyone wishing to share their time and talent is most welcome. 

 

Meditation Group 

 The group continues to meet on Mondays from 2:00 - 4:00 PM. The intention of the group has 
remained the same over its lifetime; namely, to create a safe place for people of all spiritual persuasions 
to learn and to grow through contemplation and meditation. 
 
 Each meeting begins with meditation, which is followed by a presentation of material of some 
spiritual nature. The exploration and discussion of these materials are important. Through them we find  
inspiration for new ways of being. We find support for our faith as we chart our journeys through our 
individual lives. 
 
 Our time together always ends with a circle of prayer.  We use this time to share with each other and 
with God our joys and concerns, and to express our gratitude for all that is.  We welcome newcomers. 
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Special Church  
Nancy Reichart  
 
 
 What an extra special year 2017 was for Special Church and our seventeen members as we celebrated 
our thirtieth anniversary!  We met for the first time in October 1987 and have gathered every Thursday 
since then.  This program was designed to provide a church experience meaningful to the special needs 
community.  We gather together to hear God’s word and speak of his love.  We also create amazing art, 
perform acts of kindness, sing and make music with exuberance, celebrate everything, care for each 
other and share wonderful friendships.  In honor of this milestone year Sunday, October 22nd was 
designated as Special Church Sunday at FPC.  It was our joy to celebrate at the 10:00 service by 
processing in with the choir, singing Jesus Loves Me and This Little Light of Mine for the congregation 
and to have Todd, one of our members, serve as a lay reader.  Everyone enjoyed our celebration cake 
and socializing at coffee hour afterwards.  We are grateful to Victoria Shields for rehearsing with us for 
our part in the service, Rev. Paul Gilmore for his desire to bring our members to church for this 
celebration day, and for everyone at FPC who welcomed us warmly.   
 
 Other highlights in 2017 included participating in the creation of a beautiful anniversary banner under 
the guidance of our volunteer Deb Evensen.  We also enjoyed a choral presentation and kazoo band 
performance by the Inn Notes of Waveny Lifecare Network.  It was great fun to join them in singing and 
playing our kazoos!  In December the confirmation class surprised us with Christmas cookies that they 
baked and decorated for us as well as Santa hats and jingle bells. This loving act of kindness brought us 
extra joy and touched our hearts. 
 
 It is impossible to thank everyone who has been part of thirty years of this place of grace called 
Special Church.  I would like to acknowledge Rev. Paul for embracing us with his friendship, love and 
support.  Thank you to Tina St. Armand who is always there for us and always with a smile, and to the 
governing boards and members of FPC. We are blessed with an incredible team of volunteers: Joan 
Dionne, Deb Evensen, John Mastracchio, Marlene Powers, Bob Reichart, Mary Runestad and Kate 
Sullivan.  Our greatest blessing is our members who fill our little church family with caring, kindness, 
pure joy and their light. 
 

Special Church, a program for adults and teenagers with Special Needs, is a part 
of FPCNC's Outreach. The group gathers for fellowship and spiritual growth on 
Thursdays from 3:30 - 5:00 PM in the Common Room at FPCNC. 
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